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Sadly, in the few months since
our last issue, we have once
again lost some very good
mates.
 
See Page 2

Douglas Barthelson has sent us
some more photos of Telstechs
courses and would like us to put
names to faces.
 
See page 3

Do you know what Schost.EXE
does, and do you know the
difference between DVD+R and
DVD-R?  - No!  Well Sam does,
 
See page 4

We have the result of our car
survey and a bunch of photos of
the Butterworth "Hostie"
 
See page 5

Ted's got lots more interesting
stuff to tell us about
 
See page 6

Ron Raymond continues his
story of his early days learning to
fly Tiger Moths at the Wagga
flying school.
 
See page 7
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Frank Alley asks the question,
"Do you trust and believe
Scientists??"
 
See page 9

Seems global warming is
currently the hot topic, everyone
wants to talk about it. See some
'For" and "Against" arguements.
 
See page 10

The Telstechs held a reunion at
Laverton in May and Neil Hunter
sent us a bunch of photos.
 
See page 11

The Queensland Comms people
held a reunion in Brisbane, also
in May. We have a bunch of
photos.
 
See page 14

We're looking for people,
perhaps you can help[.
 
See page 18

This is where you have your say.
We look forward to getting your
letters - so please keep them
coming.
 
See page 19

 
 
Membership
 
We get a few mails from blokes asking why their name does not exist on the "List of Members", even though
they joined some time ago and sent in their $10.00.
 
As we've said, our old data base was so far out of date that it was next to useless so
we had to ditch it and start again. We now do it all on line so there is nothing to print
out and post in and as there are no costs involved, joining is now free.
 
Please check the list of names and if your name isn't there, please click on the "Join
the Association" tag (there's one on the top of each page) fill in the details and send it
to us.
 
Also, if you change your address, or phone numbers or email address, or you just want to say hello, or you
want to give us a tongue lashing, you can do so by clicking on the "Contact Us" tag, also at the top of each
page and filling in the details. It's all done on line, no printing out forms and no postage.
 
 
NEWS and REUNIONS
 
We've added a new section to the RAM. This page will be for people wishing to let you know of upcoming
reunions or events, people trying to get you to go to things or trying to flog you stuff.
 
We have a mail  distribution list  which includes over 1,100 names and it's growing all  the time,  SO!!   If
you've got a reunion coming up or you're trying to off load a bunch of T-shirts or caps, let us know and we'll
gladly publish it for you.
 

You can download the full magazine in PDF format  HERE.
It is a very large file, contains  pages and will take a while to download.
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IN MEMORANDUM 
   
 
Neil Hunter advises that one of the Djinning Association’s original members, Jim Roddy 
passed away on the 7th May 09. No further details are known.  Jim will be sadly missed by all of 
his mates.  
 
 
 
Kerry Harrington advises that Jim Tanzer passed away in December 2008. No further details 
at hand. 
 
 
 
John (Trackless) Millsom has passed on the sad news that Alan Francis Field died on 
Wednesday the 8th April. Alan fell ill on the 7th April, in Hervey Bay and his brother, Charlie, 
took him to the local hospital but Alan died the next day. He died 2 days short of his 71st 
birthday.  
 
His funeral was held in Yeppoon (Qld) on the 16 April.  
 
Alan was a Flt Lt with 35 Sqn in Vung 
Tau from August 1969 to July 1970 and 
was involved in one of the biggest 
exercises of its kind involving 
Australians. 100 soldiers of No. 3 
Special Air Service Squadron were 
parachuted into open territory about 
nine miles due west of Nui Dat. Alan, 
with his co-pilot, Sqn Ldr Stewart 
Mitchell (the Sqn CO), made 5 trips 
from Luscombe field (Nui Dat) over a 3 
hour period, ferrying the soldiers to the 
drop zone. 
 
 
 
Laurie Lindsay got in touch, he says, “I am sorry to be spreading the sad 
news that Bob Holsken has passed away. His son, Brandon, informed us 
that Bob died as a result of a heart attack on Tuesday 5 May, 2009, but 
had not been discovered until the following Friday, 8 May. His very well 
attended funeral was held on Friday 15th May (the day after his 65th 
birthday) at Miami on the Gold Coast. 
 
Glen Gould and Peter Jupp organised a wake for Bob at the Mitcham RSL 
in Melbourne on Saturday, 16 May, to reflect on Bob and his achievements 
and of course his many exploits.  



RAAF Radschool Association Magazine – Vol 28 
Page 2 

 

B 

Bob, who was born in The Hague in the Netherlands, and immigrated to live in Darlington, 
South Australia, joined the RAAF in 1961 and was posted to Laverton as a radio apprentice (15 
Course) and graduated in August 1963 as a Radtech ground. In 1964 he was accepted for 
Number 10 Engineering Diploma Course and was posted to Frognall but had a minor problem 
with Maths and didn’t pass the course and was sent back to the field.  

 
He was posted to Vung Tau in 
June 1966 and on his return to 
Australia in 1967 he again 
applied for the diploma course 
and was accepted onto No. 11A 
Engineering Course and 
subsequently completed a 
diploma in radio engineering.  
 
He was commissioned on 1 Jan 
69 and eventually became the 
CO of 501 Wing at Amberley. 
He retired as Group Captain at 
Amberley in 1998 after spending 
37 years in the service. 
 
As Glen Gould says, “No one 
could ever say that Bob was a 

complacent and/or a compliant person - he was, in the true sense of the word, one who lived 
and loved life to the fullest”.  
 
Laurie Lindsay, who remembers him as being a bloody nice bloke, has sent us part of the 
handout that was given out at Bob’s funeral. You can download a copy HERE. 
 
He will be missed by many. 
 
 
 
Steve Hartigan advises: 
 

• The passing of Allan Costello on the 23rd April. Steve says the Costello family do not 
want details of the funeral to be published at this stage. We extend our condolences to 
Allan’s surviving family.  

 
• The passing of Joe Vellacott on the 25th May. Joe’s funeral was held in Boonah Qld on 

the 28th May. Our condolences and thoughts go out to Joe’s surviving family.  
 

• Bill Allardyce was a groundy at 9 Sqn at Amberley in the 1970’s, before taking a 
commission to be a RAAF Pilot. Bill had an ongoing battle with cancer over the past 6 
years and sadly passed away peacefully on Saturday 27 June in Canossa Private 
Hospital, Oxley (Qld) accompanied by his wife Nicky. At this stage there are no further 
details available. 

  

Bob, at the Communications Centre in Vung Tau, 1966. 
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Ernie Gimm advises, with regret, the following information.  Margaret Eagles, late of High 
Wycombe, WA, passed away on Wednesday evening 27th May 2009.  Her funeral cortege 
assembled at the main entrance of Karrakatta Cemetery for a cremation service on Friday 5th 
June. 
 
 
 
Val Robinson has advised us that Allan Quick (right) died on the 12th June from a heart attack. 
His funeral was held on Tuesday 16th June at the Crematorium Chapel, 
Dohertys Road, Altona, (Vic). Val says as he understands it, Allan 
recently had a medical check up and was given the all clear. Allan was 
a Sergeant Rad Tech G at ARDU in 1969 and was commissioned 
sometime in the early 70s.   
 
Ernie Gimm says of Allan, “I first met Alan and his wife (now 
deceased), in Butterworth as RADO then SRADO in 77-80 and it was 
only in Feb last year that my wife and I were enjoying a few beers with 
him at the Ballarat reunion.  All that knew Allan were aware that he was 
a firm believer in keeping fit and was a keen runner, however, he never 
let this interfere with having a good time and was looking forward to his years in retirement in 
Altona close to his family.  Allan, whether as a boss or friend, always had a smile on his face 
and was bright and cheerful company.  With a bubbling personality, he always enjoyed a good 
laugh and inevitably saw the positive side of life.  Allan will be sadly missed by all whose paths 
he crossed. 
 
 
 
Denis Roles advises that Thomas Clyde Hughes passed away on Monday 22 June at 
Townsville Hospital. Clyde, was an outstanding aircraft metalworker who repaired many a 9 
Sqn Iroquois. He had service in Korea and Malaya in the Army, he then joined RAAF and was 
posted to Ubon and then back to Aust and 9 Sqn at Amberley 
 
He had battled the dreaded C for the past couple of years and in his imitable style wouldn't let it 
beat him, however he finally succumbed. 
 
Clyde’s funeral was held on Tuesday 30th Jun at Willowbank Lawn Cemetery Ipswich and was 
followed by a wake at the Brothers Leagues Club, Ipswich. 
 
Rest in peace mate.  
 
 
 
. 
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Radschool Staff – we’ve nearly got them all!! 
 
Peter Kluge, who was on 1/86 Telstech Course, tells us that the girl on the left in the front row 
is Lisa Dickenson and Mark Burne, who is a Flt Lt at Willytown, reckons the bloke 1st left, 
middle row, looks like Eric Gatehouse. 
 
So, now we have…… 

 
 
 
Back Row L-R:   Allan Longston, Geoff Myers, Harry Shilton, Ray Blake, Peter Coleman, Noel Green, 
?? ??,  
Middle Row L-R:   Paul Daniels, ?? ??, Alan Plummer, ?? ??, Peter Fraser, ?? ??, Trevor Forbes,  
Front Row L-R:   Lisa Dickenson, Graham Brownrigg, Dickie Bird, Trevor Brougham (EDO), Nick Ward 
(EDO), John Dallimore, Andrew Elverston, Jim Lander, Bugs Rose, ?? ??,  
 

 
I nicknamed my solicitor ALTERNATOR because he charges while idling. 
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TELSOP COURSES. 
 
Douglas Barthelson sent us a couple more photos and asks if we can put a name to any of the 
faces. If you recognise anyone in either photo please let us know and we’ll pass the info onto 
Doug. 
 
 
Number 19 Telsop course. 
 

  
 

"There are only two reasons for wanting to sit in the back row of an airplane: 
either you have diarrhoea, or 

you're anxious to meet people who do." 
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Number 17 Telsop Course 

 
 
We recently heard from Graeme Benthein who lives in 
the West, but who was in Brisbane on holidays during 
May. He put us in touch with John Thomson who we 

hadn’t heard 
from in yonks. 
John also 
lives in the 

West, but was also over in the East when we caught 
up with him. 
 
John, who knows a thing or two about heart attacks, is 
taking it easy these days. Not long back he had his 
third, he had his first while only thirty something, while 

John Thomson (left) and on his lap,  
that old lap sitter, Graeme Benthein. 
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posted to Pearce, but he reckons three is enough and he’s stopped counting. He’s got more 
plastic in him than in a plumber’s ute and he reckons his major arteries will outlive him by a 
thousand years. 
 
John hopes to back on the right side OZ in the near future and we hope to be able to share an 
amber ale or two with him. 
 
 
 
No 14 Acplot Course 1964 

 
 
 

Back Row L-R: Lloyd Marsh, Marty McPherson, Lee Quirk, Lonni Parry, Ray Green 
Front Row L-R:  Margaret Evans, Daphne Bell, Joe Ulett, Carleen Breen, Karen Clarke. 
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CARU Girls – 1968 

 
Unfortunately we don’t have any names – can anyone help with names and where was this 
photo taken?? 
 
 
An elderly Italian man, who lived on the outskirts of Monte Cassino, went to the local church for 
confession. When the priest slid open the panel in the confessional, the man said, 'Father ... 
during World War II, a beautiful Jewish woman from our neighbourhood knocked urgently on 
my door and asked me to hide her from the Nazis. So I hid her in my attic.' 
 
The Priest replied, 'That was a wonderful thing you did, my son and you have no need to 
confess that.' 'But, there is more to tell, Father. She started to repay me with sexual favours. 
This happened several times a week, and sometimes twice on Sundays.' 
 
The Priest said, 'By doing that, you placed yourselves in great danger. However, two people 
under those circumstances can easily succumb to the weakness of the flesh. However, if you 
are truly sorry for your actions, you are indeed forgiven.' 
 
'Thank you, Father. That's a great load off my mind but I do have one more  question.' 'And 
what is that, my son?' asked the Priest. "Do I have to  tell her the war is over?" 
  
 Yeah – I know you could see that coming Rupe! 
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Computers and Stuff. 
 

Sam Houliston. 
 
 
 
Svchost.  
 
Have you ever looked at the Windows Task Manager on your computer, clicked on the 
“Processes” tag and wondered what all those “SVCHOST.EXE” programs are and why are 
running and taking up memory space. This Svchost process thing can take your CPU to 100 
percent usage and then lets it drop back to about 50 percent every couple of seconds and it 
seems to run while your computer is idle with no programs actually running other than Windows.  
 
You can't kill them, and you don't remember starting them… so what are they?  
 
According to Microsoft: "svchost.exe is a generic host process name for services that run from 
dynamic-link libraries".    
 
What the devil does that mean????? 
 
Some time ago, Microsoft started moving all of 
the internal Windows services into .dll files 
instead of .exe files. (The old DOS had 
several “internal” services [programs] too such 
as DIR, CLS, Del, Md, Copy, etc, all of which 
were contained in the Command.Com file 
which had to be loaded into memory. The 
Command.Com file started out relatively small 
but by the time Dos 7 came along it had 
grown significantly). With Windows though, 
this list has grown like Topsy, so something 
had to be done. Svchost.exe was first 
introduced in Windows XP and it saves 
memory usage by cutting down on the number 
of processes that need to be running. So, 
using the DOS analogy, DIR would now be 
DIR.DLL, CLS would be CLS.DLL, Copy 
would be Copy.DLL etc. 
 
From a programming perspective this makes perfect sense, but the problem is that you can't run 
a .dll file directly from Windows, it has to be loaded up from a running executable (.exe) file. 
Thus the svchost.exe process was born. 
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The svchost.exe file is located in the \System32 directory. It’s loaded at startup and checks the 
registry to construct a list of services that it must load. Multiple instances of Svchost.exe can run 
at the same time. If you could look into your computer’s brain box you would notice that there 
are a lot of services required by Windows. They are organized into logical groups and then a 
single svchost.exe grabs that group and runs them. So, using the DOS analogy again, one 
instance of Svchost.exe might load Dir.dll, Del.dll, Cls.dll, and another instance of Svchost might 
load Copy.dll, Md.dll, Rd.dll etc.  In the Windows world of today though, one svchost.exe might 
run the services related to the firewall and another svchost.exe might run all the services related 
to your computer’s audio system, and so on. 
 
 
So What Can I Do About It? 
 
Well, not much!!  You can trim down unneeded services by disabling or stopping the services 
that don't absolutely need to be running. Best way to do this is to run CCleaner (which we spoke 
about in Vol26) click on TOOLS then the START UP tab. Have a look through the list that is 
displayed (this is the list of programs that are automatically loaded each time you start your 
computer) and if you see something that you don’t use, highlight it, then click the DISABLE 
button at the bottom of the screen. (A word of warning, if you don’t know what it is, don’t touch 
it.) When you next start your computer that program will not start and will not hog some of your 
computer’s memory.  
 

 
The male Praying Mantis cannot copulate while its head is attached to its body.  The female 

initiates sex by ripping the males head off. (Hi Honey, I'm home....what the....) 
 

 
DVD-R   V’s   DVD+R 
 
DVD-R, (pronounced "DVD dash R") was developed by Pioneer, and can only be written to in 
one layer on the disc’s surface. It can store up to 4.7GB of data. This format is supported by the 
DVD forum and although all commercial DVDs use this format, it is in no way an industry 
standard. The DVD Forum was founded by Mitsubishi, Sony, Hitachi, and Time Warner, so it 
has tremendous industry support for its technical standards. It is a fixed standard, no variation is 
permitted from the standard, therefore, as independent tests have shown, DVD-R disks are 
better than 95% compatible with set-top DVD players. DVD-R discs are usually cheaper than 
the “plus” format. 
 
DVD+R (pronounced "DVD plus R") is a Johnny-come-lately 'standard' 
devised independently by Sony and Philips to try to get a lead on all 
the other manufacturers. The DVD+R format is supported by the DVD 
+R Alliance which consists of Sony (Sony have 2 bob each way), 
Philips, Dell, HP, Yamaha and now Microsoft. These discs can be 
written to in multiple layers, giving them slightly better and more disc storage than the “dash” 
format. Some DVD+R’s can store up to 8.5GB of data and because of this additional capacity, 
they are slightly more expensive than “dash” discs. 
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Theoretically, DVD+R should be more efficient than DVD-R, however, because it is constantly 
being changed and upgraded, tests have shown it to be less than 75% compatible with older 
players. The format and some other attributes of the disks are different and incompatible with 
each other, but because the technical differences are minor, drives that supported both formats 
became standard relatively quickly, (unlike with HD-DVD and Blu-ray, which are very different 
technologies in terms of how they've been developed and implemented). However, older DVD 
equipment will obviously not be able to use DVD+R since it pre-dates the technology. If you 
want to use the official -R standard for guaranteed compatibility, it could be as well to avoid 
buying Sony or Philips manufactured drives or players, since they are very much biased 
towards +R. 
 
There is no physical difference between the DVD-R disc and the DVD+R disc, both are 120mm 
in diameter, and 1.2mm thick. The main technical difference between the two formats is in their 
built-in defects management and the way they can be formatted. 
 
From the above, you can see that the differences are there but they are not something you 
need to really worry about. For the "General use" (your videos, audio or data backups), the 
readily available DVD-R discs will do just fine. 
 
While on DVD’s, you will notice that most have an “X” number, this relates to the disc’s data 
transfer speed. Some think it has to do with the disc’s ‘run time’ but this is not so. A 1X disc can 
transfer data at a rate of 150KB/sec, a 2X disc will transfer date at 300KB/s (2 times 150KB/s) 
and a 16X disc will transfer data at 2400 KB/s. 
 
 

 
Remember, If you're being chased by a police dog, try not to run through a tunnel,  

or over a little seesaw, or jump through a hoop of fire.  
They're trained for that. 

 
 
 
 
Excel tip. 
 
A lot of us have used Excel to work out or keep track of things and find we must use multiple 
sheets. Those sheets have generic names like Sheet1, Sheet2, and Sheet3 etc but of course 
can be named to whatever we require.   For instance, you could have January, February, March 
etc or 1939, 1940, 1041, 1942 etc etc. 
 
We keep our membership data in Excel, and we use a different work-sheet for each State. So, 
when we open our membership file, it looks like the figure below and as all the work-sheet 
names don’t fit in the window it means we have to scroll from left to right using the navigation 
arrows to find the one we want.  



RAAF Radschool Association Magazine – Vol 28 
Page 4 

 

D 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Now, we know we could abbreviate the state names to Qld, NSW, ACT etc and they would all 
then fit in the window, but sometimes you could have 20 or more work-sheets open and they 
won’t all fit and you have to navigate – which can be a pain.  
 
Well, there is a better way. 
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If you’ve got a bunch of work-sheets, all you have to do is “Right Click” anywhere on the 
“Navigator” buttons at the bottom of the page and up pops a full list. All you do then is click the 
one you want and “Hey Presto” it’s opened. 
 
 
 
OFFICE 2007. 
 
Microsoft’s Office 2007 uses some new file formats (xlsx, docx and pptx) that are incompatible 
with earlier versions.  
 
If you're using an earlier version of Office (XP, 2003, 2002, or 2000) and 
someone emails you an Office document that won't open, it's probably 
because of the new file formats.  Microsoft has made available a 
compatibility pack that you can download from HERE.  This will allow you 
to open these new format files but you may not be able to change some 
items that were created using the new or enhanced features in Word 
2007. Additionally, some items will ‘change’ when converted from Office 
2007 to an earlier version. For example, equations will become images 
that cannot be changed.  
 
Click HERE to see the list of changes that are made when a document is opened in a previous 
version of Word. 
 
 
Two nuns are ordered to paint a room in the convent, and the last instruction of the Mother 
Superior was that they must not get even a drop of paint on their habits. After conferring about 
this for a while, the two nuns decide to lock the door of the room, strip off their habits, and paint 
in the nude.  In the middle of the project, there was a knock at the door. "Who is it?" called one 
of the nuns. 
 
"Blind man," replied a voice from the other side of the door. The two nuns look at each other 
and shrug, deciding that no harm can come from letting a blind man into the room; they open 
the door. 
 
"Nice boobs," said the man. "Where do you want these blinds?" 
 
 
Printing a selection. 
 
Sometimes you just want to print part of a document, maybe a few paragraphs or a couple of 
pages. What a lot of people do is highlight the para or paras that they want to print, copy it to 
the clipboard then paste it into a new Word page and print that. That works, but – there is an 
easier way. 
 
 




