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We've got lots of photos of people
who were on Radschool Courses,
some recent, some from a long time
ago - and, we have our first page 3
girl!!!!

Sadly, in the few months since
our last issue, we have once
again lost some very good
mates.
See Page 2

See page 3

Sam tells us about the new and
free anti-virus program just
released by Microsoft and warns
us about piggy-back software
that creeps into your machine.
See page 4

Do RadTech have more girl
children than boy children - we ran
a survey and we now have the
results
See page 5
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Ted's got lots more interesting
stuff to tell us about including
checking on your prostate and a
few tips on how and when/where
to wear campaign medals.

Bill Dixon tells us his story - on his
posting to 11 Sqn and getting the
P2V5 Neptune.
See page 7

See page 6

Not many know that Hitler had a
Why was 35 Sqn called Wallaby
stealth fighter/bomber that, if
Airlines?? Don Pollock was around
bought into service earlier, could
at that time and he tells us why.
have altered the course of the war.
See Page 11

See Page 10

Recently the old Caribou was put
out to pasture and 38 Sqn had a
party to celebrate or was that to
commiserate. We've got lots of
photos from the weekend,

We've got some fabulour photos of
the old Lancaster in full flight in
Canada. What a magnificent old
aircraft.
See page 16

See Page 14 and Page 15

We're looking for people, perhaps
you can help.

This is where you have your say.
We look forward to getting your
letters - so please keep them
coming.

See page 18
See page 19

Global warming!
We thought we were finished with all this but it's a topic about which a lot of people have strong ideas. We were
sent a PDF file which was written by Viscount Christopher Monckton, a member of the UK House of Lords. This
article really puts the boot into Al Gore's movie, "An Inconvenient Truth." It was written for the Science and
Public Policy Institute (SPPI).
It seems the UK High Court has "debunked" most of the assertions in the movie and went so far as to refer to the
movie as "political indoctrination".
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The article by Christopher Monckton concludes by saying:- "As many as 35 serious
scientific errors or exaggerations, all pointing towards invention of a threat that does not
exist at all, or exaggerations of phenomena that do exist, do not reflect credit on the
presenter of the movie or on those who advised him".
You can read Christopher Monckton's report HERE
One thing that should be watched very carefully is the United Nations Climate Change
Conference which will be held in Copenhagen from 7th December to the 18th
December. This conference will try and get all the world's nations to sign an agreement
that could be detrimental to our Nation's prosperity. The agreement would compel all
nations to form an unelected "World Government" which would move a major portion of
all developed countries' wealth off-shore and give it to third world countries - all in the
name of "Climate Change." Janet Albrechtsen, who writes for the Australian, wrote about
it on the 28th October 2009 - you can read what she wrote HERE.
You can read a copy of the proposed treaty HERE and you can hear Christopher Moncton interviewed on the
subject by Alan Jones on 2GB HERE.
And as far as CO2 being the bad boy on the block and the chief cause of global warming, it seems one of the
world's leading scientists in this area, Richard Lindzen, the Alfred P. Sloan Professor of Meteorology at MIT
reckons that it's all garbage. He recently complained about the "shrill alarmism" of Gore's movie "An
Inconvenient Truth" and acknowledges that although global warming is real, increased carbon emissions might
be causing the warming -- but they also might not!!
He says "`We do not understand the natural
internal variability of climate change. The
evidence now suggests that the Greenland ice
sheet is actually growing and that Alpine glaciers
have been retreating since the early 19th century
and were advancing for several centuries before
that. Since about 1970, many of the glaciers have
stopped retreating and some are now advancing
again and more importantly, the world has not
warmed one bit for the past 10 years!!!. And,
frankly, we don't know why."
Richard Lindzen was interviewed by Michael
Smith on Brisbane's radio station 4BC on the 4th
November, you can hear the full interview HERE it is very interesting. Listen to the man's credentials and compare them with all the "experts" in the press and
those well learned chaps on the ABC.
And here are two more interesting sites, HERE and HERE.
You'll also notice that the term "Global Warming" is been quietly dropped - it was all garbage from day one as
the earth has not warmed for the past 10 years, the new catch cry is now "Climate Change" which has been
going on naturally for ever.
What IS going on??? It seems to us that climate change and global warming and carbon trading and all this
stuff is a matter of Politics - and not science at all.
Apart from the Politicians who are pushing the barrow, no one seems to know what it's all about - and when you
question it, you are branded a sceptic. Well, I don't know about you - but I don't like being critically classified by
these people just because I question what they consider as an axiom.
Because the financial interests are so huge and (it seems to me) there is so much miss-information out there, a
Royal Commission should be convened to look at it - a vehicle where independent and credible witnesses
could be called and give evidence under oath so we could get to the truth of the matter, because right now, all
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we are being fed is heap of biased opinion - from both sides.
JUNK SCIENCE:
The following is an excellent example of how junk science can be used to unduly alarm the general public over
an environmental issue that is in reality nonexistent: We think the general population is becoming conditioned
to become alarmed about environmental issues that are really the practice of "junk science?"
Would you sign a petition demanding strict control or total elimination of the chemical "dihydrogen monoxide"
for all of the following reasons?
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

Dihydrogen monoxide can cause excessive sweating and vomiting;
It is a major component in acid rain;
It can cause severe burns in its gaseous state;
It can cause death if accidentally inhaled;
It contributes to erosion;
It decreases effectiveness of automobile brakes; and
It has been found in tumours of terminal cancer patients.

So, what do you think? How would you vote? It sounds like pretty dangerous stuff, Yes? Well, dihydrogen
monoxide is in fact water - H20.
The moral of the story? Get all the facts first. If you are missing just one, it is easy to be fooled.
Membership
We still get a few mails from blokes asking why their name does not exist on the "List of Members", even though
they joined some time ago and sent in their $10.00.
As we've said, our old data base was so far out of date that it was next to useless
so we had to ditch it and start again. We now do it all on line so there is nothing to
print out and post in and as there are no costs involved, joining is now free.
Please check the list of names and if your name isn't there, please click on the
"Join the Association" tag (there's one on the top of each page) fill in the details
and send it to us.
Also, if you change your address, or phone numbers or email address, or you just
want to say hello, or you want to give us a tongue lashing, you can do so by clicking on the "Contact Us" tag,
also at the top of each page and filling in the details. It's so easy even an instrument fitter could do it, it's all done
on line, no printing out forms and no postage.
Over the past couple of months we have been able to put a bunch of people in contact with long lost mates - but
that's only because we have your details. Please click on the Join the Association tag and fill it in, the more
people that join the more we can match up . We don't and won't give out your details to anyone so there is no
risk of you being spammed.
Links.
We've been asked by a number of people to add links to their pages - only too happy to oblige. From now, there
will be a "LINKS" link on the top of each of our pages. If you have a site in which you think our readers would be
interested, let us know and we'll add it to our list.
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Merry Christmas.
We hope you have a Happy and Wonderful time over the Christmas break, that Santa
brings you heaps of nice things and that the New Year sees you and your family both
well and happy and we look forward to seeing you all in 2010. And as Ted Mac says:
"The main reason Santa is so jolly is because he knows where all the bad girls live".
Here's a little song to help you have a good time - click HERE

You can download the full magazine in PDF format HERE.
It is a very large file, contains 140 pages and will take a while to download.

Main Menu
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IN MEMORANDUM
Last issue we asked if anyone know the whereabouts of Norn Fletcher. Ted McEvoy told us
the sad news that Norm had passed away some years ago, back in the late 90's and that he
had attended the funeral. Ted said that Norm had been living in the Richmond/Windsor area
and he believed that he died as a result of severe asthma.
What a terrible shame because he was a bloody great bloke……

John Sambrooks advises the sad news that Kevin (Obie)
O’Brien has passed away. Kev had been ill for a long time,
and had spent the past year or so in a nursing home in the
Port Macquarie area.
Kevin Ignatius O’Brien was born in April 1934, which made
him 75 years old. He served in Vietnam with 35 Sqn from
June 1969 to April 1970 as a Corporal Engine Fitter. John
Sambrooks says, “I was in Vietnam with Kevin. Like a lot of
us back then, he certainly liked a beer on a hot, cold, windy,
wet or dry day but he knew the Caribou engine inside and
out”. Kev was farewelled on the 22 October in Port
Macquarie.

Gary Olsen advises the passing of John Howes. John served in No 2 Squadron at Butterworth
as an Armament Fitter. He was buried in Nambour (Qld) on Friday 18 September.

Bob Hambling advises that it is his very sad duty to inform you that Duncan Patterson recently
passed away peacefully in his sleep at the Greenslopes Repatriation Hospital in Brisbane at the
age of 81.
Duncan had prostate cancer for a long time and it was kept in check with pills and/or injections.
Recently he began to get severe lower back pain. He kept this in check with pain-killing tablets
but a blood test indicated that his PSA, which is an indication of the level of activity of the
cancer, had gone from a comfortable 8 to over 120. The test also indicated a swollen liver and
a bladder infection. He also looked very pale and was very lethargic.
Radiation oncology treatment was arranged and was due to start. However, after a couple of
days at home he started to have chest pain whenever he tried to swallow, which also meant
that now he could not swallow his medication. I took him to the emergency department of the
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hospital, and he was admitted for treatment. His passing in this way prevented long periods of
pain and discomfort, and I believe was fortuitous.
He was cremated and his remains interred at the Albany Creek (Qld) Lawn Cemetery.

Ernie Gimm advises the sad news:
It is with regret that I advise you of the passing of Hugh Hartley Dixon in Tamworth on Friday
2nd October 2009. He was only 62 years old.
His ex wife Narelle and their children, Liam, Karmen and Shane, travelled to Tamworth to
arrange for Hugh's funeral which was held on the 12th October 2009 at the Lincoln Grove
Memorial Gardens Cemetery, Gunnedah Road, Tamworth.
Hugh's ex wife advised that he joined the Army in 1966 at age 19 and went to Vietnam with the
547 Signal Troop from February 1967 to February 1968, as a signaller. On return, he elected
discharge and joined the RAAF 7 months later as a Signals Operator. He retired from the
RAAF about 7 years ago.
John Harcourt-Rigg advised that he lived with Hugh as a 'singlie' in Little Sai Wan during 74-75.
He says: Hugh was a real decent sort of guy. Sure, like many of us, he could be "trying at
times". I remember him throwing a typewriter out of the window at Little Sai Wan in temper.
But I must say that he was always a good bloke with me and good company. I tried on many
occasions to contact Hugh. I though he retired to around Penrith way. I was looking in the
wrong area. He will be missed".
And:
ex-SGT Andrew James 'Shorty' Dearman died at his home in Midvale, Perth, on 30 July 2009
at the young age of 65. Andrew was a SIGSOP and had numerous postings in his 20+ years of
service, including Base Support Flight Vietnam, (June 1966 to Jan 1967), RAAF Base
Butterworth, RAAF Base Pearce and RAAF Unit Hong Kong. He resigned from the RAAF
around 1982. Andrew is survived by his ex-wife Jan, children Christopher and Jody, and three
grandchildren.
And:
The passing of yet another Djinnang member, Ian Chalkley. Ian lived in Meadow Springs over
in the West. Ian's funeral was held at the Simplicity Funerals Chapel in Mandurah WA on
Tuesday 22 September.
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Ted McEvoy sent us the following which appeared in the West Australian on the 17th November
and was written by Malcolm Quekett. It concerns a remarkable Australian…

Vale Jack Sue,
A quiet hero and a brave man of action
There are times when a man’s heroics are of such magnitude that
they logically belong in the world of fiction. Jack Wong Sue’s wartime
deeds fall into such a category But they were fact.
Mr Sue, who died yesterday,(16th November) aged 84, was reluctant
to talk much about his own efforts, but his actions speak for
themselves. Sent behind enemy lines during WWII with the Z Special
Unit of the Services Reconnaissance Department, agent AKR 13’s
team of seven agents was charged with getting information on
Japanese troop movements as a prelude to the Australian invasion
of Borneo. Borneo was occupied by 37,000 troops of the Japanese
Imperial Army and so those sent from Fremantle in 1944 aboard the
USS Tuna on operation Agas 1 were issued with “L-táblets”, lethal
capsules which would bring death in 30 seconds. They were to be
swallowed if captured to avoid interrogation and torture.
The unit trained Chinese and Malay guerilla fighters and harassed the Japanese, killing many.
They gathered information for Operation Kingfisher, the plan to rescue the Australian and
British prisoners of war at the infamous Sandakan camp.
Mr Sue had to reconnoitre the camp and the landscape and the images of the emaciated
Australian soldiers remained with him. The rescue plan was later cancelled.
In June 1945, in desperate need of intelligence, Mr
Sue. dressed as a Chinese coolie, walked into a railway
station which was crawling with Japanese troops. He
found the Japanese-appointed Chinese station master,
spoke to him in Chinese, made threats and walked out
with vital intelligence. The act won him the
Distinguished Conduct Medal.
Jack Sue – second from left
But, feeling ashamed by his threats, he searched for years after the war for the station master.
In the late 1990s, Mr Sue found the man’s family and apologised to them for what he had said.
He was born in Perth in 1925. His father was a Chinese doctor. Schooled at Perth Boys School,
Mr Sue, a sea scout, would ferry in US crews from their Catalina flying boats as the war
loomed. At 14 he played piano for the troops at the City Hotel. Sent a white feather at the age
of 16, he put his age up and joined the Norwegian merchant navy He then tried to join the
Royal Australian Navy, but was refused because of his Chinese parentage.
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After the war Mr Sue remained tied to the ocean, starting Jack Sue WA Skindivers in 1951, and
was a key figure in the world of scuba diving for decades. Mr Sue was awarded an Order of
Australia Medal in the General Division in 2006.
He had three wives and seven children.
Mr Sue’s son Barry said yesterday his father had no idea of fear “He was not one to brag about
himself, he was very humble,” Barry Sue said. “He’s lived the life of 10 men.” Ray Krakouer, 87,
a friend of Mr Sue’s for 50 years, summed up his mate simply: “He was a good Australian.
There was no better Australian than Jack Sue. He was fair dinkum.”
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Page 3 Girl.

Recently there was an impromptu meeting of readers of the RAM held at the Shamrock Hotel in
Townsville and at that meeting of like minded peoples it was unanimously decided that the
RAM was becoming a bit dull – a bit boring!!.
What everyone agreed was needed to brighten things up, was the inclusion of a pretty Page 3
Girl.
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We agreed wholeheartedly and after a show of hands from all the red blooded male humanoids
who were at that meeting, it was decided our first Page 3 Girl should be the delightful Carol
Jewel.
For those that don’t know, Carol lives in Melbourne and is Laurie Lindsay’s CO. Carol was
recently spotted in Townsville, at the farewell party for the old Caribou and was photographed
by an astute happy snapper.

There are no words in the dictionary that rhyme with orange, purple and silver.

38 RTC, 1966-1967

Back row L-R: Bob Skele, Wayne Smith, Lew Jones, Stewart Hardy, Mick Sparkes, Reg
Webber, Gerry Millward, _____Peckover?, Keith Hayball, _____Burrows?, Digger Rees.
Front Row L-R:: Ray Tame, Ian Collett,
____Sprengle?, Col Isaac, ____Matthews?

Ian Wilson?, Ian Brierley, ____?,
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Wayne Smith sent us the above photo, he says: “I am pretty sure we were Frank Alley’s very
first Radtech A course. I was always amazed at that time that the then Pilot Officer Alley was a
qualified teacher (school type) but was leaning the electronic theory along with us. The big
difference was, all the information stayed in Frank’s head and about 1% stayed with me”.
Wayne is a bit short on names, he reckons his memory has faded over the years, can anyone
help fill in the gaps???

On average, worldwide, 12 newborn babies will be given to the wrong parents every day!

9 TAC
1982 saw the introduction of the Technologist Apprentice scheme to supplement the existing
Radio Trade Apprentice scheme. No 9 Apprentice Radio Technician Course also known as No
9 Technologist Apprentice Course (9TAC) commenced training in January 1990 at RAAF
School of Radio (RADS), RAAF Laverton, VIC.
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Back Row L-R: Heath Lindley, Matthew Christie, Shaurn Owen
Middle L-R: Stward Paton, Darren Smith, Darren Wise, Craig Lavers, Michael Banham, Niel
Patterson
Front Row L-R: Timothy Zahn, Scott Oppermann, Brenden Clarke, Craig Dixon, John Watts,
Charles Lloyd, Jeffrey Carige.
In December 1992 the graduates of 9TAC completed a 3 year Associate Diploma of
Engineering (Electronics) at Footscray College of TAFE as well as specialist trade training at
RADS. 9TAC was the last Technologist Apprentice Course to complete this type of Radio
Technician training scheme at RADS and possibly the RAAF.
January 2010 marks the 20th Anniversary that 9TAC formed and commenced training. Past
and present members of 9TAC, Apprentice Squadron Staff and RAD School Instructors of the
1990-1992 era are invited to attend a 9 TAC 20 Year Reunion at the Kent Hotel, 370
Rathdowne St, North Carlton, Melbourne Victoria on Saturday 13th March 2010 at 6.30pm for
Dinner and Drinks. RSVP 22nd January 2010.

Frognell Girls

The girls at left were based
at Frognell in 1956.
They are, left to right:
Margaret FOY, Pat KELLY,
Lorna BAMPKIN, Betty
GORDON, Shirley
PURNELL, Audrey
CULLEN.
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Course 5A.

Back L-R: Phil Moon, Helen Summers
Front L-R: Julia A to Z (Smiff), Mick Anderson, Lyn Neil (Fluffy).

Val DARE, Lyn PERKINS and Lorrie PERFECT
Frognall about 1966.

The name Wendy was made up for the book "Peter Pan".
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66 Telegs.

Back Row, L-R: Bernie McDERMOTT, Bruce NEAVE, Col METCALF, Lionel ROSE, Bob
PLATT, David ROE, Gordon BASSETT, Roy "Dutchy" HEASLIP, Ray ARLOTT
Front Row L-R: Lloyd MEREDITH, Clarrie BROWN, Noel VINSON, Bruce WESTON, ??
ROBERTSON, ?? WOOD, Col "Limpy" MALLETT, Mick FARGHER

If you place a tiny amount of liquor on a scorpion, it will instantly go mad
and sting itself to death.
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20 Air Defence Controller Course.

Rear L-R: Don McPherson, Bob Pearce, Tony Piepers, Barry Flynn, George Crowhurst;
Front L-R: Front - Dan MacFarlane, Chuck Beale, Stan Williamson, Alli George

The first product Motorola started to develop was a record player for cars. At that time, the most
popular player on the market was Victrola, so they called themselves Motorola.
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61 Radio Famil Course.

Left to Right: Roger O’Sullivan, Terry Houston, Terry Blake, Ken Coleman, ???, Peter
Tickner, Geoff Chapman (Deceased), Graeme Ward, ?? Vincino (Absent Bob Matters)

37 Aircraft Plotters Course.

Rear L-R: Rita Gregory, Robyn Raab,
Sandy and Jane Sinclair
Front L-R: Ken, Ron and John Edwards.
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35 Aircraft Plotter Course.

We don’t have any names, dates or
wheres for this photo either – can
anyone help??

Charlie Chaplin once won third prize in a Charlie Chaplin look-alike contest.
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37 RMC.

Back Row L-R: Ward, Gibb, Dawson, Welch, Pitman, Wallis, Bleechmore, Heathley,
Sutherland, Wyatt, Leet
Front Row: Foreman, Addison, Chambers, Ainsworth, McCleary, Mountford, Bradford,
Lavender, Read, Alford.

Sherlock Holmes NEVER said, "Elementary, my dear Watson”.
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27 RTC.

Back Row: Palmer J, Baker R.L, Truswell I, Wallis J.R, Dawson E.G, Addison L.R, Quinn R
Front Row: Marshall D.R, Ward G.S, Bunter L, Maher A, Dennison L, Alford K.E, Irwin, R

The Guinness Book of Records holds the record for being
the book most often stolen from Public Libraries.
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Computers and Stuff.
Sam Houliston.

Microsoft Security Essentials.
In November 2008, Microsoft announced that Windows Live OneCare would be discontinued in
2009 and it will instead be offering users a new free anti-malware suite called Microsoft
Security Essentials (MSE).
MSE will protect against viruses, spyware, rootkits and trojans
and can be downloaded free to computers running Windows
XP, Vista and Windows 7 operating systems. Microsoft say the
software alone will not protect against all web threats, but when used with a secure web
browser and a fully updated Windows operating system, it will provide a total security solution.
So, you should be able to do away with your separate Anti-virus software, your anti-spyware
programs, your firewall programs etc and just use MSE.
However, software companies that sell anti-virus/anti-spyware software are mostly dismissive
of MSE. McAfee, for instance, say MSE “will compete against other free solutions by offering
limited security functionality" and Symantec, the people who make the Norton products, say it is
a "thin defence" and does not offer anti-spam and identity safeguards. However AVG, who
market both free and pay-for antivirus software are supportive, saying that PC users should not
be required to pay for antivirus software.
We feel these other software companies that downgrade MSE have a financial interest in so
doing, it’s up to you, if you want to download it and use it, you can get it HERE. I’m using it on
one XP machine and one Vista machine, and haven’t found any problems, it does not seem as
resource-hungry as some of the commercial products.
If you use the purchased OneCare products, they will continue to be supported until your
subscription runs out and then they will be discontinued and if you already have Windows
Defender installed on your machine, it will be disabled by MSE.
A Dell customer called the help desk to say he couldn't get his computer to fax anything. After
40 minutes of troubleshooting, the technician discovered the man was trying to fax a piece of
paper by holding it in front of the monitor screen and hitting the "send" key.

Uninvited software.
When you apply a security update for one of the programs on your
PC, beware of uninvited software that wants to come along for the
A
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ride. Program developers are more often piggy-backing unsolicited commercial products and
services onto crucial security patches.
If you're like many people, you were tricked into installing Apple's Safari browser as part of an
iTunes or QuickTime update. You may also have installed Microsoft's Silverlight as part of the
Microsoft Update service and I bet you’re sick of saying "no!" to downloading Internet Explorer
8. The latest Sun Java update, number 16 (6U16), includes seven security updates and fixes a
few bugs but it also contains an offer to install a 30-day trial of Carbonite Inc.'s commercial
backup software. What’s tricky about this situation is you have to untick the box if you don’t
want, it, not tick the box if you do. Sun Java have also started to offer Microsoft's Bing search
toolbar, once again, you have to untick if you don’t want it.
Microsoft is desperate to get you to download their Internet
Explorer, ver 8 and you’ll also find it “pre-ticked” as a download
on most of their security updates, but be careful, although it’s
probably Microsoft’s best browser yet it may conflict with other
software on your PC, or it may not permit the intended access
to some web sites that you use. Although IE8 is far more
compliant with published Internet standards than previous
versions of Internet Explorer, not all web sites comply with
those standards. My suggestion, if you want to use Microsoft’s
products, is to be careful about moving beyond IE Ver 7. Of
course it’s a good idea to download and use Firefox ver 3.5, and if every web site you care
about works well in Firefox you should be ok to move to IE8. For quite a while, when you
downloaded IE8 it used to automatically make itself your default browser, but the U.S.
Department of Justice stopped them doing that.
If you want to know which company attaches what additional program to what, check the
Calendar of Updates' Installers Hall of Shame. You can access it HERE.
A confused caller to IBM was having trouble printing documents. He told the technician that the
computer had said it "couldn't find printer." The user had also tried turning the computer screen
to face the printer, but his computer still couldn't "see" the printer.

Format Painter.
If you use Microsoft Office, versions 2000 onwards, you might not be aware that these
programs offer a quick way to copy formatting from one item such as text in
Word, a cell in Excel, a control in Access, or a shape in Publisher to
another. It's called the Format Painter and it might be the most helpful
toolbar button you've never used.
Say you've written a report in Word. You like the look, especially your
headings, which are 12 pt. Bookman Old Style, centered, green and
bold, with a nice subtle shadow. Fifteen minutes before you're supposed to present the report
to the team, your manager asks you to add four new sections to the report. You spend thirteen
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minutes adding the information and the next two wishing that you hadn't chosen such
complicated formatting for your headings, since you now have to apply it to all the new ones.
Using Format Painter saves you that time and duplicated effort. Instead of having to manually
apply the font, font effects, centered paragraph alignment and other formatting to each new
section heading, you can quickly copy all of the formatting attributes by using one toolbar
button.
To copy formatting.
1. Do one of the following:
To copy both paragraph attributes (such as alignment, indentation and so on) and
character attributes (such as font and font effects), select the text whose formatting you
want to copy plus the paragraph mark that follows the text. To copy only character
attributes, select the text without selecting the paragraph mark.
2. On the Standard toolbar, click Format Painter

.

3. Select the text to which you wish to apply the formatting. The text takes on the new
formatting.
If you want to apply the same formatting to more than one item, select the formatting you want,
double-click Format Painter and then select each word, phrase, or paragraph you want to
apply formatting to. When you're finished, press ESC.
Caller: "Hello, is this Tech support?" Tech: "Yes, it is. How may I help you?" Caller: "The cup
holder on my PC is broken and I am within my warranty period. How do I go about getting that
fixed?" Tech: "I'm sorry, but did you say a cup holder?" Caller: "Yes, it's attached to the front of
my computer." Tech: "Please excuse me. If I seem a bit stumped, it's because I am. Did you
receive this as part of a promotional at a trade show? How did you get this cup holder? Does it
have any trademark on it? Caller: "It came with my computer. I don't know anything about a
promotional. It just has '16X' on it." At this point, the Tech had to mute the caller because he
couldn't stand it. He was laughing too hard. The caller had been using the load drawer of the
CD-ROM drive as a cup holder and snapped it off the drive.

Windows 7
To find out if your computer is Windows 7 compatible, Microsoft have produced a thing that you
can download and it will scan your computer and tell you if your machine is OK or not – you can
get it HERE
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Windows' On-Screen Keyboard.
On-Screen Keyboard is an accessibility utility that displays a virtual keyboard on the computer
screen that allows people with mobility impairments to type data by using a mouse. Besides
providing a minimum level of functionality for some people with mobility impairments, OnScreen Keyboard can also help people who do not know how to type.
This program resides in the C:\WINDOWS\system32 directory, but there's
no shortcut or link to it, so most people don't know it exists! You can launch
it by pressing the Windows key and the letter R at the same time, then
entering osk in the Run command.
Try it!!
An IBM customer had trouble installing software and rang for support. "I put in the first disk and
that was OK. It said to put in the second disk and had some problems with the disk. When it
said to put in the third disk, I couldn't even fit it in..." The user hadn't realized that "Insert Disk 2"
meant to remove Disk 1 first.

Hard drive failure.
Roughly 60% of all disk drive failures are mechanical in nature, from spindle-bearing wear to
read/write heads banging into delicate disk platters but now technology built into the drives can
report anticipated and specific failures to give you a chance to rectify the situation, hopefully
before it is too late to retrieve your data.
In addition to monitoring a variety of parameters related to mechanical events (disk platter
RPM, time to spin up, motor current, head seek failures and sudden shock to the drive
chassis), S.M.A.R.T. (Self-Monitoring, Analysis and Reporting Technology) can report read and
write retry attempts necessary due to defective areas on the disk or head failure or drive
temperature – in other words, it can tell you if your hard drive is about to kark it ……..
Many S.M.A.R.T. enabled drives can also report how many times they have been turned on
and off and the number of hours the drive has been on. If S.M.A.R.T. is enabled in your system
BIOS, the BIOS will check and report any early or permanent signs of disk failure. You can also
monitor your drive’s condition with a S.M.A.R.T. aware disk monitoring program .To view all
available S.M.A.R.T. information about your drive, try the free DiskCheck utility from HERE.
DiskCheck is a nonresident utility that will show you exact drive information and all of the
supported S.M.A.R.T. statuses from your drive.
There’s also Ariolic Software’s ActiveSMART, which is a resident monitoring tool that provides
a wealth of detail on drive status and notification of potential failures. You can get it from HERE.
If you get a S.M.A.R.T. warning about a drive failing, back up your data immediately and
replace the drive otherwise you could risk losing all your valuable information.
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If your drive does fail and you’ve been a naughty boy or girl and haven’t backed up and you
really must recover some information from the dud drive, there are ways and smart little
programs out there that will help you, but you have to know what you’re doing. These programs
are not free, but if they can recover your lost data, then they are worth the money. First you
have to purchase a new drive, then boot up on the new drive with the old drive connected to
your system, then use one of the programs below. GOOD LUCK!!
They are:
1.

Steve Gibson’s SpinRite 6.0 which you can get HERE,
This is excellent for finding and fixing or moving bad data
blocks on FAT, NTFS, Linux, Novell, Macintosh, and
even TiVo volumes

2.

Ontrack’s Easy Data Recovery which you can get HERE. This is good for digging deep
inside a drive and extracting recovered data to other media

3.

Symantec’s GHOST which you can get HERE. Use this to “peel” data off a
bad drive to a disk image for replacement onto another drive, or to extract
individual data files with Ghost Explorer

A customer called Compaq tech support to say her brand-new computer wouldn't work. She
said she unpacked the unit, plugged it in and sat there for 20 minutes waiting for something to
happen. When asked what happened when she pressed the power switch, she asked, "What
power switch?"

MS-Office Tips.
Here are some handy little tips you can use when working in Word.
•

This tip is probably most useful when you're working in a table, although you can use it
to reorder paragraphs outside a table, too. Let's say you decide you want the third row of
a table to be the top row. Just click within the third row, hold down Alt and Shift together
and press the up arrow key twice. Each time you press the arrow key, Word will move
the row up one. You can select multiple rows to move them as a
block and you can use the down arrow key if you want to move text
down instead of up.

•

We’ve mentioned this before, but we think it’s worth a reminder. One
of the confounding things about Word is that when you reopen a document you've been
working on, it puts you back at the start of the document, unlike Excel, which takes you
to the spot where you left off last time, You can work around this if you press Shift and
the F5 together as soon as the document opens. Shift/F5 is the Go Back To shortcut
which cycles you between your four most recent edits during a Word session. But if you
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can remember to hit it immediately after opening a document, Word will jump to the last
thing you changed before saving and closing that doc.
•

Most of the time we select text horizontally, a word, a series of words, a paragraph, from
left to right or right to left. But occasionally you wish you could make a selection
vertically. For instance, a lot of emails you receive have a “>” at the start of each line and
if you want to save the email without the “>” there is a simple way of doing it. Hold down
the Alt key as you drag your mouse down through the “>” or any other text you want to
remove to highlight it. Now just hit the Delete key and they're gone.

•

This is a very handy tool to use if you want to copy a drawing object or graphic from one
place to another because you can copy them and drag them into position in one step.
Using ordinary copy and paste is often very annoying because objects tend to paste
themselves in strange locations depending on the layout options of the original object.
To use this technique, click the item you want to copy (it can be a selection of text or an
object in a document) and hold down the Ctrl key so that the mouse pointer turns into a
plus sign. Then, holding down the Ctrl key, drag the item to the exact spot where you
want it to go.

A millionaire is driving around his home town in his prized BMW one day and is a bit bored. He
pulls up to a set of traffic lights and is thinking about his life, when a little Mini pulls up next to
him and they both look at each other. The rich man looks down his nose at the lowly Mini and
decides to try and brighten up his boring day by showing off to the bloke in the Mini as they
waited for the lights to turn green. So he looks down at him and presses a button to lower his
electric power window and it smoothly goes down. But he is then surprised as the Mini driver
looks up at him and presses a button in his little car and he too has electric windows. The rich
man is a bit miffed by this, so decides to go one better and presses another button in the BMW
and watches as the convertible roof peels back slowly and goes into it's own little compartment
at the back. Beat that he thinks and looks down at the little mini. Then to his amazement, the
Mini driver presses a button in his car and the roof slowly peels back and conceals itself away
in it's compartment just as smoothly as it did in the BMW. The millionaire can't believe it and is
now truly miffed. Then as he desperately thinks of something else to press, the Mini driver toots
his horn to get his attention and as he looks down he watches the man press another button in
his little car. He can't believe what he sees. The passenger seat and all of the rear seats in the
Mini fold away and turn upside down to for a luxury bed with duvet, pillows, a headboard and
even a little bedside cabinet complete with reading lamp. The lights turn green and the mini
speeds off. The rich man cannot believe it. He has been totally outdone by a lowly Mini. Well he
can't have that and drives straight to his BMW dealer and demands he have the same thing
installed in his car, no matter what the cost. A week later and $25,000 worse off, he is back in
his BMW, bed installed, looking for the little Mini to show off to. He drives around all day and as
night falls, he is just about to give up when he finally sees the little car in a car-park with all the
windows steamed up. Perfect he thinks to himself and can't wait to see the Mini driver's face as
he shows him. So he drives up alongside the little car and presses a button and lowers the
power window. He leans out and taps on the driver's window of the mini and waits. Nothing. He
taps again, a bit louder this time and waits. Still nothing. He bangs on the window and shouts
"come on, stop that, I know what you’re doing, I've got something to show you." The Mini's
window finally lowers and out pops the drivers head, all covered in sweat. "WHAT THE HELL
DO YOU WANT?" shouts the Mini driver. "Look at this," the rich man replies and presses his
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new button and watches with pleasure as all the seats in the BMW fold away and turn into a
luxury bed, even better than the one in the Mini. "Well what do you think of that then?" He asks.
The mini driver looks at him in amazement and says "You got me out of the shower just to
show me that?"

Office 2007 Menu.
If you have upgraded your Office 2003 to the new Office 2007, you, like a lot of other people,
probably wonder why Mr Gates and his mob went and introduced a new menu system with
2007 when the one they had in 2003 was so easy and intuitive to use. Well, the good news is,
there is a mob called UBitMenu that has done something
about it.
They have developed a fee Add-In which you can
download and install into your Office 2007 which will give
you 2003's classic menus adn toolbars.
The program installs a new ‘Menu’ tab on your 2007
toolbar, When you clik on it you get all the traditional pulldown menus plus two long rows of toolbar buttons similar
to the old 2003 system. The toolbars scroll off the edge of
the screen, there are scroll buttons on right and left (if
necessary). Click on the pic at right for a bigger view.
The menus are mostly the same as Office 2003 with some
changes to allow for Office 2007 improvements. For
example the File | Save As menu has the new save to
PDF or XPS (if you’ve installed the free add-in)
The style list is much smaller than the equivalent gallery on the Home tab. Even better the
UbitMenu style list changes style name as you move through a document, something the Office
2007 gallery stubbornly refuses to do (making it hard to know at a glance which style applies).
You can put any item from the new Menu tab onto the Quick Access Toolbar. Right-click on the
item and choose Add to Quick Access Toolbar. That includes the classic menus so you can
add one or all the menus into the QAT for ready access. Unfortunately each of the classic
menus has the same light green icon so it’s hard to tell them apart. It would be nice if the
menus could be added to the QAT and display either the full name (File, Format etc) or at least
different icons.
The freeware UBitMenu is available from HERE. For easy setup choose the setup.exe version
for your preferred language, download and install. You have to re-start any open Office 2007
program to make the Menu tab appear.
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Survey.
There had been some talk about blokes who were exposed to radar/pulse equipment having
more female children than male children and we were asked to run a survey to see if there was
any truth in the ‘rumour’. So, last issue we asked the question and our results are below.
In all, we had 81 people respond to the survey, not a huge number when you think our mail out
list is in excess of 1,000 names, though to be fair, not all that number were exposed to pulse
radiation. Our survey resulted in a ratio of 56.5%/43.5% girls over boys whereas the Australian
sex at birth ratio is 51%/49% boys over girls. (See ABS figures HERE)

SO!!! It looks like the myth is confirmed – perhaps…..
While we were in Townsville recently, we spoke with several of the current working RAAF
blokes, and it seems that today more and more RAAF jobs are being done by non-RAAF
personnel, catering, security, aircraft maintenance work etc, all being done by contractors,
(Qantas, Boeing etc now do most of the work which we done by enthusiastic airmen years
ago). It seems to us that today’s RAAF aircraft maintenance blokes are only pre/after flighters
and refuellers and even though there are a lot of RAAF personnel that never see an aeroplane
up close, let alone work on one, it seems for those that do, job satisfaction just isn’t there
anymore.
So, our question this time is, would you encourage one or more of your children to join the
RAAF and go into one of the aircraft maintenance musterings. All that’s required is a simple
YES/NO answer.
Go to the survey HERE.
Wife asks husband, "How many women have you slept with?"
Husband proudly replies, "Only you, Darling - with all the others I was awake."
Hospital Visiting Hours are 10 am to 4 pm
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35 Sqn shirts.
The dress shirt (below) can now be ordered from John Sambrooks. They come in two colours,
green and blue and are a good quality Bisley shirt. Cost is $50 each which includes postage.
There are many sizes, ranging from small to XXXL.

There are also a number of stubby
holders available, these cost $10.00
each which includes post/pack. They
have the “End of an Era” motif on one
side and “Wallaby Airlines” on the
other.
We also have “End of an Era” caps,
which are the same colour blue as the
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stubby holder and the RAAF Vietnam Veteran cap. These new caps have the “End of an Era”
motif on the front in place of the RAAF Vietnam motif.
The caps cost $20.00 and if ordered alone, please add $6.00 for packaging and posting. If you
order a cap along with one of the shirts, there is no need to add the additional $6.00. IE: A shirt
and cap costs $70.00 which includes postage and packaging.
To order, please ring Sambo on 0408 872 736.

Lunch with Justice Kerr.
John Broughton

Justice John Kerr was looking in to the pay conditions of service personnel in about 1972 and
as part of this review he visited several bases and met with various ranks. This photo, taken at
the Airman’s Mess at Richmond, shows Dave Parker (President of the Airmen’s Club), John
Broughton (Vice President) and John Kerr having a meal in the Airmen’s Mess.
John Says, “as we lined up for lunch with Aide de Comp’s et al, the cooks had arranged for
John Kerr to have a “special meal” of steak and eggs etc and as we neared the servery I recall
John Kerr inquiring as to what sort of meals the troops were eating (it was blatantly obvious that
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he was to receive special treatment). I thought, we can’t have this, so I grabbed a meal off
some unsuspecting bloke and swapped it for the prepared meal that John Kerr was meant to
have, this bloke thought it was great to have steak and eggs etc.
Well accompanying entourage (including the base O.C.) were ropeable, red faces all round as
the usual meal was not as “special” as the hierarchy had hoped to portray. We then proceeded
to the “booza” and a similar event occurred when John Kerr embarrassed the group by asking
why the Airmen’s Club was not run (and funded) like a S/NCO’s or Officer’s Mess. (I was one of
the head barmen at that time and tried to explain what ASCO was all about).
Interestingly, very shortly after this incident, I was promoted and posted away from Richmond?

76 Sqn Williamtown, 1973

Front Row (L to R): Bruce Green, Tom Jamieson, Mick Dean, Bob Pryke, John Haydon,
Nobby Williams, Geoff Warrener, Neil Cameron, Chris Mlls, Ian Bailey, Dave Freedman, Mike
Tardent
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Second Row (L to R): Bill Garrett, Brian Herriott, Pat Dollisson, Col Patching, Bill
Vandenberg, Chris Mirow, Ian Thompson, Ian Wilkie, Wayne Higginbotham, Jim Eccles, Jim
Foster, Ray Milliken, Kerry Willians, Dinga Bell.
Third Row (L to R): Spike Humphries, Bill Rogers, John Broughton, Bob Stewart, Barry Mann,
Gerry Vanderetoep, Ron Carney, Rod Kruckow, Fred Hayman, Phil Hall, Bill Braun, Al Smith,
Bob Grierson, Ray Gant, Pete Chappelow, George Kerrigan, Naffi Borton.
Forth Row (L to R): John Camp, Dit Eaton, John Bradberry, Gordon Ellaby, Greg Morrison,
Graham Pickering, Rod Porter, Rod Gill, Les Hill, Buck Hennessy, Chris Harvey, Steve
Clutterbuck, Don Thompson, Andy Croaker, Phil Friend, Nick Boyle, Doug Wilson, Peter
Donaghy, Wayne Heuston.
Fifth Row (L to R): Vince Bazzo, Barry Kirton, Mick Chay, Neil Picton, Tin McLean, Len
Wykes, Phil Bennett, Hans Messerschmidt, Ron Heaton, Roy Brooker, Taz (Tony) Mullins, Pete
McEwan, John Roser, Bernie Steer, Dick Szlight, Paddy Bailey, Ralph Parsons, Dan Scullin,
Steve Jeanertte.
Sixth Row (L to R): Terry Hogan, Steve Cook, Pete Goy, Frank Kop, Bob McArthur, Mick
Sibley, Willy Wilson, Phil Knight, Hans Koch, Peter Hartley, Gary Conroy, Marty Ritchie, Steve
Coughlin, Maurie Dyball, Noel Kernke, Gary Long, Ken Riseham, Keith Lawer, Cuy Harper,
Garth Summerfield, Peter Mottram.
Seventh Row (L to R): John Rigg, Alan Bickle, Norm McGuyer, Terry Thurn, Ron Green,
Milton Green, Wayne Johnston, Col Sanders, Ross. Sandy, Peter Roberts, Ian White, Nick
McGuin, Syd Stenner, Keith Dyer, Dinny O’Brien, Ken Bahram, Curly Tubman, Ron Perrin,
Buck Edwards, Steve Weiss, Bill Blythamn.
Eighth Row (L to R): Phil Campion, Wal Curry, Glen Durietz, Ed Evans, Gus Connell,
Anthony Connor, Tom Akaczonek, Doug Abrahall, Wally Salzmann, Barry Patrick, Barry
Bosanac, Tony Lang, Gary Clifford, John Berick, Laurie Judson, Alan Davies, Peter Carlson, Aj
Hayes, Bob Heaton, Tom Goodwin, Moose Amos, Rocky Stone, Dennis Esterich, Ross Kemp.
Ninth Row (L to R): Shorty Stevens, Barry Turnbull, Jim Harrison, Barry Hodgson, Dennis
Crawford, Glen Cubit, Bob McLaren, John Mitchell, Greg Bilson, Kerrin Coulter, Tiny Everett,
Ted Kawicki, Ron Davie, Peter Dor, Brian Hasson, Alan Jones, Ray Adams, Ross Smithers,
Ken Robertson, Greg Tuckwell, Bruce Baker
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Out in the shed with Ted.
Ted McEvoy

Your Prostate.
Dr Phil Ted
The Prostate is an organ which forms part of the male reproductive system. It is located
immediately below the bladder and just in front of the bowel. Its main function is to produce fluid
which protects and enriches sperm. In younger men the prostate is about the size of a walnut. It
is doughnut shaped as it surrounds the beginning of the urethra, the tube that conveys urine
from the bladder to the penis. The nerves that control erections surround the prostate.
There are four main disorders of the prostate, Prostatitis, Benign Prostatic Hyperplasia (BPH),
Prostatodynia and Prostate cancer. The first 3 are not life threatening, but the fourth one is a
doosey…. All can have similar symptoms, which may include one or more of the following:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Waking frequently at night to urinate
Sudden or urgent need to urinate
Difficulty in starting to urinate
Slow flow of urine and difficulty in stopping
Discomfort when urinating
Painful ejaculation
Blood in the urine or semen
Decrease in libido (sex urge)
Reduced ability to get an erection

Some enlargement of the prostate is usual
in most men from age 50 onwards. If the
enlargement is sufficient to squeeze the
urethra, which passes through the prostate,
difficulties with urination may occur.
Being tough, brave and strong, most men
tend to accept the onset of one or more of these symptoms as being a natural consequence of
ageing. However, anyone experiencing any of the above symptoms is advised to consult a
doctor without delay. One of the most worrying aspects is that many prostate cancers develop
without men experiencing ANY SYMPTOMS. Early expert diagnosis and treatment is important
and may avert potentially serious health consequences.

Definition. Bed rail – A device to provide added thrust at low revs..
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Every year, around 18,700 Australian men are diagnosed and more than 3,000 die of the
disease, making prostate cancer the second largest cause of male cancer deaths, after lung
cancer. Almost one man in eleven will develop prostate cancer during his lifetime.
The Department of Veterans’ Affairs (DVA) has produced an excellent booklet to give men a
better understanding of the complex issues and management options for the disease. It is
hoped this book will encourage men to seek early medical intervention for any health issues
troubling them
You can download a copy of the booklet HERE.
Also, research has shown that Vietnam Veterans, who were exposed to Agent Orange, are at
an increased risk of aggressive recurrence of prostate cancer. See the full report HERE.

A few quieties??
This bloke has had a few – click HERE

Pensions
If you receive an aged or service pension you would have noticed an increase in your pension.
From the 20 September, if you are a single person and you receive the maximum pension, you
would have noticed an increase of possibly $102.10 – and if you are a married person and you
and your wife/husband receive the maximum pension, you would have noticed an increase of
$30.60 per fortnight each!!
However, although this might look good at first – the Government has giveth with one hand and
taketh with another. What you don’t get anymore are the following:
•

Goods and Service Tax supplement.
B

RAAF Radschool Association Magazine – Vol 30
Page 6
•
•
•

Utilities Allowance.
Telephone Allowance at the higher internet rate.
Pharmaceutical Allowance.

So, in actual fact, the single pensioner is only $20.20 per fortnight better off and the married
couple are $20.30 (total) per fortnight better off.
Click HERE for the latest DVA Fact sheet which outlines the full list of pension rates..
Below is a before and after comparison of pension rates WEF 20th September.

*New rates include new supplements which replace allowances previously paid quarterly. The new
Pension Supplement replaces, and incorporates the full value of the Utilities Allowance, Telephone
Allowance (at the higher internet rate), the GST Supplement and the Pharmaceutical Allowance.

Retirement Benefit scheme
Recently, Senator Steve Fielding gave a speech in Parliament. He is very supportive of the
Ex-Service men’s cause and deserves our gratitude for this support. You can hear the
speech HERE.
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I just got an email from a Charity asking me to donate some of my clothes to the starving
people throughout the world. I knew it was Spam straight away and I told them to ping off!!
Anybody who can fit into my clothes ain’t starving!!

Medals
If you’ve got any Australian War Medals or Campaign Stars which were awarded to you for
military service, you should seriously think about insuring them. There are lots of people out
there who will pay lots of money for them. The two following adverts were recently seen on
Ebay.
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WEARING OF DECORATIONS, CAMPAIGN STARS AND
WAR MEDALS.
War medals may only be worn on the left breast by the persons upon whom they were
conferred. The honour afforded remains with the individual and does not pass to a widow,
parent, son or relative when the recipient is dead. Similarly, the same rules apply in cases
where a posthumous award is made.
The policy, as it stands, is that on the death of a recipient, technically, any honours and awards
revert to the commonwealth in the first instance. The reality of course is that family members
have an ambient claim and the commonwealth would not seek to intervene in medals being
passed on directly within the family.
Family members may wear their forebears medals on the right breast which indicates that they
are not their own. There is no limitation or formal policy on what occasions they should be
worn. In essence, the wearing of forebear's medals on the right breast is a convention passed
down over the years that is largely dictated by the occasion and (ideally) a measure of decorum
fitting the event. They should not be worn lightly or where it would be inappropriate to so do.
For uniformed personnel, on ANZAC and Remembrance days only, modification of normal
service dress code is allowed whereby they wear their own medals on the left breast
accompanied (if they wish) by their ancestor's on the right.
War Medals (with certain exceptions) are worn on the left breast of the coat, or in a
corresponding place on the dress, as the case may be. They will be worn in a horizontal line,
suspended from a single bar, of which no part is to be seen, or stitched to the garment. When
worn on the coat, the coat should be buttoned up.
The ribbon should not exceed one inch in length, unless the number of clasps require it to be
longer. The uppermost clasp should be one inch below the top of the ribbon. When two or more
medals and decorations are worn, they will be so arranged that the lower edges (or lowest point
of a Star) are in line.
War medals are worn to show the Sovereign's head.
War medals (or Campaign medals) are worn in the order of the dates of Campaigns for which
they have been conferred, the first obtained being
farthest from the left shoulder.

Oshkosh.
If you want to see some great video of aircraft taken
at Oshkosh earlier this year, click HERE – but, who
goes to Oshkosh to look at the silly old planes
anyway???
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Telstra.
To my friends who prefer to, or who can only, pay their Telstra phone bills with cash…..
Telstra thought it would be a good idea to charge their customers $2.20
for the benefit of paying their bills in cash, the idea was to try and get all their customers to pay
their bills electronically, making it easier for Telstra. Seems common sense finally got a look in
and the ‘fee’ has been dropped. If you’ve paid it, it will be automatically credited to your
account.
You’ve got to wonder sometimes…….

Chilli.
If you like a bit of chilli in your meals – be careful, see HERE

Juke Box.
Click on any year and a Juke Box pops up and plays the top 20 hits of that year! While the
Juke Box is open, you can scroll down the page to get the 80’s and 90’s as well.
These sites work spasmodically, if they don’t work when you try them, wait a while
then try again.
40's
1955
1956
1957
1958
1959
1960
1961
1962

JuKeBoX
JuKeBoX
JuKeBoX
JuKeBoX
JuKeBoX
JuKeBoX
JuKeBoX
JuKeBoX
JuKeBoX

1963
1964
1965
1966
1967
1968
1969
1970
1971

JuKeBoX
JuKeBoX
JuKeBoX
JuKeBoX
JuKeBoX
JuKeBoX
JuKeBoX
JuKeBoX
JuKeBoX

1972
1973
1974
1975
1976
1977
1978
1979

JuKeBoX
JuKeBoX
JuKeBoX
JuKeBoX
JuKeBoX
JuKeBoX
JuKeBoX
JuKeBoX

Apologies if you’re a cat lover….I can’t help it, but I find this very very funny. Click HERE.

Discrimination.
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Discrimination in any form is ugly. Just when we think we are making headway against any
form of it, this pops up………It’s sad, but once again discrimination rears its ugly head....

Will it ever end?

Arthur Douglas Tucker.
Recently a great Australian Airman passed away, at age 89. Arthur
Tucker was one of the few who, in 1942, flew Kittyhawks against the
Japanese in PNG, with 75Sqn, under the command of “Old John”
Jackson (after whom Port Moresby airport is now named). After the
war, he studied medicine and spent the remainder of his working life
distinguishing himself in the field of medicine.
On the 12th September, The Sydney Morning Herald had a wonderful
eulogy on this great man, and you can read it HERE.

Formation Flying.
And speaking of flying, if you want to see some fabulous formation flying, in Bi-planes, click
HERE.

VIETNAM VETERANS’ DAY ADDRESS
The 18th August is Vietnam Veterans Day. On 18th August 1988, which was the 22nd
anniversary of the Battle of Long Tan, the then Prime Minister, Bob Hawke, declared the day
“Vietnam Veterans Day”. Originally to commemorate the 1966 Battle of Long Tan, it has now
been adopted by all Vietnam Veterans.
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18 Australians lost their lives at Long tan, they were Richard Aldersea; Peter Clements; Glen
Drabble; Kenneth Gant; Earnest Grant; Victor Grice; James Houston; Jack Jewry; Paul Large;
Dennis McCormack; Warren Mitchell; Douglas Salverton; Gordon Sharp; David Thomas;
Francis Topp; Maxwell Wales; Colin Whiston.
It is unclear how many Vietnamese lost their lives that day, but the official Australian count was
245 Viet Cong dead and 150 wounded.
Brig Ian Bryant AM (Ret), who was the commander of the 3rd Cavalry Regiment (APC), later
renamed the 1st Armoured Personnel Carrier Troop, delivered an address this year and you
can read it HERE.

Short holiday.
If you’ve got a bit of spare time and would like a short holiday in a
campervan at a cost of only $1.00 per day, then this might be just the
thing you are looking for. A lot of campervan rental companies do
‘one way rentals’ which means they can end up with a bunch of vans
at a place where they would prefer them not to be.
They are always looking for people to drive them back to where they should be and provided
you are a fit and proper person, hold a current license and subject to availability, you could
enjoy a short break driving one back to its proper home, and they will pay the fuel.
Interested?? then click HERE

TPI’s and the Ambulance.
There's an issue doing the rounds of the TPI community
about interstate ambulance travel. Hopefully the advice
below is helpful and will quell some concerns.
The Department (DVA) will transport veterans to the nearest available treatment location that
can meet their clinical needs by the most appropriate mode of transport applicable in each
case. If a veteran lives in one state and requires ambulance transport for their clinical needs
and the closest suitable facility is in another state then the Department would fund that
transport i.e. coverage is not limited to the state of residency.
However, if a veteran travels to another state for non
medical reasons such as recreation and then
requires ambulance transport to a hospital or other
facility this would only be covered from their place of
temporary residence to the nearest suitable
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treatment facility. The veteran will not be able to elect to be transported back to their home
state for treatment or back to their permanent residence after treatment. Such transport is not
dictated by clinical need, only personal preference. The Department would transport them back
to their temporary residence after discharge from hospital via the most appropriate transport
mode.
Transport of veterans between facilities whether within states or between states is based on
clinical need and at the discretion of the medical professionals treating the veteran. This is not
something the veteran can elect to do and be funded by the Department.
Veterans are encouraged to take out travel insurance when making long trips interstate.
You can find further information in the DVA ambulance Fact Sheet HSV120 which you can read
HERE and in "Before You Travel" HSV 129 which you can read HERE.

A couple has a dog that snores.
Annoyed because she can't sleep, his wife goes to the vet to see if he can help. The vet tells
the woman to tie a ribbon around the dog's testicles, and he will stop snoring. "Yeah right!" she
says. A few minute after going to bed, the dog begins snoring, as usual. The wife tosses and
turns, unable to sleep. Muttering to herself, she goes to the closet and grabs a piece of red
ribbon and ties it carefully around the dog's testicles. Sure enough, the dog stops snoring. The
woman is amazed...
Later that night, her husband returns home drunk from being out drinking with his buddies. He
climbs into bed, falls asleep and immediately begins snoring loudly. The woman decides maybe
the ribbon might work on him.
So, she goes to the closet again, grabs a piece of blue ribbon and ties it around her husband's
testicles. Amazingly, it also works on him! The woman sleeps soundly.
The husband wakes from his drunken stupor and stumbles into the bathroom. As he stands in
front of the toilet, he glances in the mirror and sees a blue ribbon attached to his privates. He is
very confused, and as he walks back into the bedroom, he sees the red ribbon attached to his
dog's testicles.
He shakes his head and looks at the dog and whispers, "I don't know where we were ... or what
we did ... but, by God we took FIRST and SECOND place.

Why is it so??
Pick a number from 1 - 9.
Multiply it by 3.
Add 3 to that number then multiply that by 3 again.
Add the two digits together and you always end up with “9”
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Jokes of the year!
1.

Two women were sitting together.……..quietly!
and

2.

One day, a long, long time ago, there lived a woman who did not whine, nag, or bitch.
But it was a very long time ago and it was just that one day.

(Ya gotta say one thing about Macca – he’s a game sorta cove – tb)

What is a Companion Card?
The Companion Card is an identification card which
identifies the bearer as a person who, due to their
disability, requires lifelong attendant care to participate at
most community facilities and events. The cardholder
presents their card at participating affiliate organizations
to purchase a ticket or pay an entry fee and receive a
ticket for their companion at no extra charge.
For further information, and to apply, click HERE
See some classic Billy Connolly HERE

Computer Help
If you need help with any PC problems, a new website is available for you – it’s called Nearby
Nerds and you can access it HERE
There is a fee for the service, but the costs are very, very reasonable.
NearbyNerd was established in 2009, with the goal of becoming a bridge between two groups
of people:
•

Computers and Electronic devices usersWho are in dire need of a cheap, fast and
comfortable solution for their repair, support and guidance needs.
And
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•

Nerds: Computer Science students, computer games freaks and other techiesWho have
heaps of knowledge and experience, love to help others, and are in great need of
generating some income in their free time.

This is PRICELESS.

Afghanistan.
Those that served in Vietnam and received similar packages, remember how it gave you a
welcome sense of home and support.
As you know, the Festive Season is quickly closing on us and it is asked that you spare a
thought for our soldiers serving our country in harm's way in Afghanistan.
Perhaps you may wish to send a soldier a care package. The idea behind this is that some
troops over in Afghanistan may
not have family who are able to
send them packages with things
they may need or things that
make their time over there just
that tiny bit easier. There may
also just be a soldier who is
finding their time over there
difficult and just needs a bit of
cheering up. It'll get given to
whoever needs it most.
To send a care package to an
Australian Soldier in Afghanistan,
you need to purchase a "BM" size
box (weighs 175g itself) from
Australia Post, they cost $2.
They'll give you some customs forms which you will also need to fill out. The address you need
to send the package to is below. Make sure you seal all the edges of the box with packing tape.
If the box after being packed weighs less than 2kg, Australia Post will send it for Free.
An Australian Soldier
Op Slipper
AFPO 13
Australian Defence Force
SYDNEY NSW 2890
To give an example of what can be sent, a care package could be:
1 x Lynx Shower Gel Travel Size
1 x Pack of Schick Disposable Razors
1 x NON-AEROSOL Shaving Cream
K
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1 x Lynx Role On Deodorant
1 x Small Baby Powder (Talc)
1 x Chap Stick (SPF 30+)
3 x Bags of Allen's Lollies (NOT CHOCOLATE)
1 x Beef Instant Noodles
1 x Pack of Scotch Finger Biscuits
2 x Canned Tuna (Pull Ring Style)
But don't limit it to this, let your imagination do the
walking.
You may wish to also include a self addressed envelope
and a letter, or include your email address as well just in
case they want to contact you or have something specific
they want you to get for them.
Things not to send:
Alcohol
No Clothing, Except socks
Aerosols
Cigarettes
Pork
Chocolate (melts)
Magazines with naked people. (You can send them to me!!)
You can also send a female specific care package, including feminine deo, perfume sample
sachets, girly mags. All you need to do is when addressing write An Australian Soldier FEMALE.
For those of you that are animal lovers, you may wish to do the following: sending care
packages to our Explosive Detection Dogs (EDD) with the following items included:
1 x box dog biscuits
1 x beef bone (not fresh)
3 x "greenies"
1x toy
1 x tennis ball
and don't forget a couple of packets of lollies for the handler.
The dogs do a magnificent job under very trying conditions and to date, four have lost their lives
serving their country.
The address is:
An Australian EDD Handler"
Op Slipper
AFPO 13
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Australian Defence Force
SYDNEY NSW 2890
This is a fantastic way to help out our serving soldiers, and show your support.
AUTHORITY
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MY STORY.
Bill Dixon

Early Neptune Days at No 11 Squadron.
Training and Graduation.
After I graduated from post-war No 1 Signallers’ Course in March 1951, I was fortunate to
obtain a preferential posting to No 11 Squadron which had recently reformed at Pearce WA and
which flew Lincolns, but was to be re-equipped with Lockheed P2V5 Neptune aircraft.

The prospect of training in the USA and flying on these aircraft was a big enticement in
nominating the preference. Also I had previously been posted to No 3 Telecommunications Unit
at Pearce as a wireless telegraphist and had thoroughly enjoyed the posting.
I was fortunate to have been selected for the initial post-war signallers’ course. In many ways
the course was a guinea pig course and the syllabus was very comprehensive. We started as
members of No 4 Aircrew Course at No 1 Flying Training School, Point Cook in August 1949
and, in conjunction with trainee pilots and trainee navigators, completed the initial training
course of the many varied aircrew and educational subjects.
From there we proceeded to Air and Ground Radio School (A&GRS) at Ballarat where we
spent 1950. A feature of the course was that we were taught the same radio theory course as
prospective wireless maintenance mechanics (later radio technicians). This instruction
engendered a lifelong interest in electronics which his been of immense value ever since.
After completing an air gunner’s course at Air Armament School at East Sale in March 1951,
we returned to Ballarat for our promotion to Sergeant and to receive our postings.
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An event which has amused me ever since occurred prior to our departure. We were busy
getting our clearances when somebody thought it would be a good idea if we had a “wings”
graduation parade. A call over the loudspeaker system instructed all the trainees at the base to
return to their quarters, change into their summer (drab) uniforms, and
assemble on the parade ground.
The station (base) commander, Wing Commander “Joe’ Reynolds,
appeared in order to present our wings”. At that stage the sterling silver
wings which Signallers later wore on drab uniforms were not available but
the “wings” worn on the winter (blues) uniform were. When my name was called I marched out
and Wing Commander Reynolds congratulated me and handed me my wing and said:
“Congratulations sergeant. You have done very well. Here is your wing. I suppose you know
that it is not regimental dress to wear it on your summer uniform”.
In later years I could not help contrasting this graduation parade with the many pilot graduation
parades at Pearce which I attended when CO of No 25 Squadron!
We received the following list of faults and corrective measures from Roy Sharpe who reckons they
were taken from RAAF 500’s many years ago. Back then, Pilots, being Sirs, wouldn’t or couldn’t or
weren’t allowed to talk to the aeroplane fixers as they were Erks, so the Air Force came up with this
wonderful little system where the Sirs would write little notes to the Erks about the bung bits in the
aeroplane and the Erks would write little notes back to the Sirs when the bung bits were fixed. That
way the Sirs could just ignore the Erks. The Sirs were good at writing these little notes, they’d write
hundred and hundreds of them, just to show the Erks that they were Sirs, and just in case some of
these little notes got lost, the Air Force made the Sirs and the Erks write to each other in a book.
The Air Force reckoned that as there was going to be heaps and heaps of notes they’d call the book
the 500. They used to call it a 77, but the Sirs wrote heaps more notes than that, so they renamed it.
Here are a few entries from the list.
S - Left inside main tyre almost needs replacement
E - Almost replaced left inside main tyre.
No 11 Squadron
Sergeant ‘Nat’ Thompson was the other member of our course who was posted to No 11
Squadron. At that stage the first contingent of aircrew was in the United States for their
Neptune conversion training. In order to keep the residual aircrew employed, the squadron had
two Lincoln aircraft (A73-26 and A73-27) both of which were in a sad slate of repair and which
required an extensive effort by the ground staff to keep either, or both, airworthy.
The aircraft situation improved remarkably when, in April 1951, the squadron was allotted a
MK30 Lincoln (A73-58) direct from the production line at the Government Aircraft Factory (CAF)
at Fishermen’s Bend, Melbourne.
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All that’s left of A73-27 today, the
“front end” on display at the
Camden (NSW) aircraft museum.
This aircraft had the later version of
the Merlin engines arid was much
faster than earlier models. She was
the “pride and joy” of the squadron
until, unfortunately, she was
allotted to No 82 (Bomber) Wing at
Amberley.
In return we collected A73-30,
which had previously been a “Tree”
(cannibalised for spares) and
which required four engine changes before being reasonably airworthy enough to fly back to
Pearce with an unserviceable automatic pilot.
The interval between then and the arrival of the first Neptune was filled in with flying which vas
mainly devoted to keeping the pilots current. One diversion was a trip to Browse Island to ‘show
the flag” to Indonesian fishermen who were reported to be fishing in Australian territorial waters.
This was followed by a stay overnight at Broome where, the next morning, we had to manually
refuel the aircraft from 44 gallon drums. (You were spoilt Bill – you should have spent time at 38Sqn – they
thought pumping from 44’s was the norm – tb) I suspect the aircraft facilities at Broome have improved
considerably since those days.

Neptunes at Last.
From memory, the first wave of Neptunes arrived in November 1951, however my first flight in
these aircraft was on 6 December 1951 when, in A89-592, I logged I¾ hours for my only flight
C
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in the whole month. February 1952 saw my last flight in the old Lincoln, A73-31, after which
training in the Neppies A89-592 and AR9-595 (later re-designated A89-301 and A89-3O2)
began. The subsequent build-up of the squadron began around this time. In addition to the
return of the signallers who had trained in the first batch, the signaller’s section received an
influx of ex-wartime warrant officers who had rejoined the RAAF and completed a refresher
training course at Ballarat. Our signals leader was Squadron Leader Reg Heathcote who is
fondly remembered by almost all of the signaller/AEO fraternity.
S - Test flight OK, except auto-land very rough.
E - Auto-land not installed on this aircraft.
S - Something loose in cockpit
E - Something tightened in cockpit
Training in the USA.
In May 1952, along with other aircrew members, I was selected to go to the USA to receive
further training from the United Stales Naval Air Force. The signallers involved
were: Warrant Officer (later Squadron Leader) Alec Bassett, Warrant Officer Keith
(“Pappy”) Crookes, Warrant Officer Tommy Ford, and me, Sergeant Bill Dixon.
The flight from Sydney was in a DC6B Skymaster aircraft of British
Commonwealth Pacific Airlines (BCPA). In those days the RAAF did not have the
American style parachutes which the US Navy used and which were designed to
be stored in special bays in the Neptune aircraft. Rather in an effort to save
precious American dollars we had retained the old RAF style ‘chutes and these we had to carry
with us as cabin baggage on our way to the USA in the civilian aircraft. I think there may have
been a little consternation from the other (civilian) passengers when they saw a host of RAAF
personnel come on hoard and make a great show of storing their personal parachutes on the
aircraft!

In those days practically all of the aircraft crew of BCPA were ex RAAF and many of our
contingent spent more time with the crew than with the passengers.
S - Autopilot in altitude-hold mode produces a 200 feet per-minute descent.
E - Cannot reproduce problem on ground.
D
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S - Evidence of leak on right main landing gear.
E - Evidence removed.
Aircraft in those days did not have the range of modern machines so there were overnight
stopovers at the Mocambo Hotel at Nadi Airport in Fiji and at the Edgewater Hotel in Honolulu
before proceeding on to San Francisco and, eventually to the Naval Air Station at North Island.
San Diego. Here we completed courses on Anti-submarine Warfare and also courses on the
Neptune radar and Electronic Counter Measures (ECM) equipment.
Our accommodation was in the Chief Petty Officers’ Mess at North Island. There were some
difficulties associated with this arrangement. Chief Petty Officers in the USN were generally
men with many years of service and,
understandably, quite proud of their status.
Also, in the USN, warrant officers held
commissioned rank while sergeants were
“consigned to the sailor’s mess. I must
confess that I had many queries from the
old salts while the warrant officers in our
group enjoyed the distinction of being
mistaken for what the Americans call “bird”
(i.e., full) colonels which was the equivalent
of captain in the US Navy.
This situation was relieved somewhat on
subsequent trips when I was a flight
sergeant and the hare three stripes had a distinguishing crown above them and I no longer was
quite so conspicuous.
After we finished our training at North Island our aircraft were still not available from the
production line at Lockheed in Burbank,
California so we had a brief trip east to the US
Naval Air Stations at Norfolk Virginia and
Jacksonville, Florida. From there we returned
west and, together with the other aircrew were
quartered at the Country Club hotel in Los
Angeles where we lived in luxury while waiting
for our aircraft to come off the production line.
There were mixed feelings among the group
when we were advised that the Lockheed
factory was on strike and likely to be “out” for
six weeks.
However, on 17 September, 1952, we took delivery of a batch of aircraft from the Lockheed
factory at Burbank and ferried them to the US NAS at Alameda, near San Francisco, prior to
our departure on 29 September 1952 for Australia. Even with a (then) long range aircraft like
the Neptune, we were obliged to have a stopover at Barber’s Point in Honolulu, a refuelling
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stop at a small coral atoll named Canton Island, a break at Nadi in Fiji, a further break at
Richmond, and, eventually, we reached Pearce on 6 October 1952. En route to Richmond from
Nadi we had flown over Sydney at the time of a fuel strike and we were amazed to be able to
count physically the number of cars on Sydney Harbour Bridge.
S - Number 3 engine missing
E - Engine found on right wing after brief search
S - Aircraft handles funny.
E - Aircraft warned to straighten up, fly right, and be serious.
Return to the Squadron.
Shortly after our return, the conversion of the aircraft serial numbers to the A89- (300 series)
must have commenced as my logbook shows an entry for A89-303 on 13 October l952.

From that time onwards the tempo of activity stepped up considerably. There was much work to
be done in converting more aircrew to aircraft type as well as further ferry flights to be made
from the USA. The squadron was fortunate to gain quite a high calibre of aircrew and many of
them continued long careers in the RAAF.
Among the Signallers, names I can recall are:
o Warrant Officer Alec “Junior” Bassett (right) who had an exchange
posting to No 24 squadron, RAF Transport command, and later
became a Squadron Leader and was on the staff at the Australian Joint
Anti-Submarine School (AJASS) at Nowra.
o Warrant Officer Jim Beer who had been the chief technician at a
Kalgoorlie radio station before re-enlistment. Jim later became a Wing Commander in
the technical radio branch and was in charge of a radio installation party that installed
new radio equipment throughout the RAAF.
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o Flight Sergeant “Shorty” MacDonald who also became a Wing Commander in the
technical radio branch. Sergeant Jim Treadwell who later became a Wing Commander
fighter pilot
o Sergeant Frank Howie who later became a Wing Commander in the technical armament
area.
S - IFF inoperative.
E - IFF always inoperative in OFF mode.
S - Suspected crack in windscreen.
E - Suspect you're right.
Among the pilots were:
o Flight Lieutenant Geoff Michael AFC who later became Air
Commodore G.G. Michael AO OBE AFC (right) and was National
President of the RAAF Association for many years and is now the
Association’s first President of Honour.
o Flying Officer Gus Swanbourne who later bad a successful career in
civil aviation.
o Flight Sergeant Brian Dorrington who also had a successful career in
civil aviation.
o Flying Officer “Jumpy Joe” Strickland who became a Squadron Leader Air Traffic Control
Officer,
o Sergeant Geoff Lushey who had a very successful career in civil aviation and was a
check captain.
S - Radar hums.
E - Radar reprogrammed with words.
Among the navigators were:
o Flight Sergeant Bob Short who later had a successful career as a navigator in civil
aviation.
o Sergeant Pete (Skeet”) Kennedy who later became a Group Captain.
In between ferry flight, I was actively engaged in training signaller arrivals on the squadron and
also signallers who were on the Active Reserve in WA and who were attached to
the squadron for conversion to type and continuation training.
During this period there was an incident which later became known on the
squadron as ‘The Oceania Roll”. Part of the training exercises for the squadron
was to locate merchant shipping by radar, contact them by Aldis lamp, and then
G
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perform “Creeping Line Ahead” (CLA) searches in front of the ship in order to simulate a
convoy escort exercise.
On this occasion the Oceania was an Italian
liner which was intent on breaking the speed
record to Australia. Our intention was to locate
the Oceania by radar and any other shipping
in the general area and conduct our normal
type of exercise. We had no difficulty in
locating the Oceania and a sergeant signaller
(who shall be nameless) and a sergeant
navigator went to the rear of the aircraft in an
attempt to contact the ship by Aldis lamp.
When they reported that they were unable to
get a reply the pilot made a couple of passes over the ship and we went on our way.
S - DME volume unbelievably loud.
E - DME volume set to more believable level.
S - Friction locks cause throttle levers to stick.
E - That's what they're there for!
When the aircraft returned to Pearce there was a message for the crew to report to the flight
commander’s office. The flight commander, Flight Lieutenant “Paddy” Boyle DFC, was
extremely irate and demanded to know what we had been doing. It appeared that he had
received a message from the Fremantle Harbour Master who was lodging a complaint on
behalf of the captain of the Oceania. The captain had complained that a RAAF aircraft had
circled the Oceania flashed a
light at the ship, and then
dropped a message. The
captain had stopped his
attempt on the speed record
and had launched a boat to
collect the message. The
crew located the object which
had been dropped and
discovered it to be a roll of
toilet paper!
Paddy
Boyle
was
not
convinced that most of the
crew were unaware of the
incident. What the sequel
was I do not know.
Squadron life continued to be very much to my liking. Around May 1953, when there was news
that the squadron was to he moved to Richmond the following year, I became engaged to my
wife of now almost 55 years. Imagine the consternation when, early one Monday morning,
there was a message for Flight Lieutenant Geoff Michael (pilot), Flight Lieutenant Ernie White
H
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(navigator), Pilot Officer Don Ruediger (navigator), and Flight Sergeant Bill Dixon (signaller) to
report to the CO’s office. The CO, Wing Commander Dave Vernon, commenced by saying:
“Well!! We have had just about enough of you lot and we are posting you all - to the United
Kingdom that is” This was a time when my wedding date had been set for some six weeks’
hence. The CO noted my concern and asked me if I was about to be married. When he heard
of my plans he contacted (then) Air Force Headquarters in Melbourne who advised me to
continue with my wedding arrangements
as my future bride would be booked on
the ship (SS Strathnaver) with us all.
Thus ended the first of my most
enjoyable three postings to No 11
Squadron, the third of which saw me, as
the temporary CO of the Squadron,
arrange for the disposal of those same
Neptunes, and as the AEO Leader of the
squadron, become involved with the training of AEOs on P3B Orion aircraft.
A tour bus driver is driving with a bus load of seniors down a highway when he is tapped on the
shoulder by a little old lady. She offers him a handful of peanuts, which he gratefully accepts.
About 15 minutes later, she taps him on his shoulder again and she hands him another handful.
She repeats this about five more times. When she is about to hand him another batch he asks
her, 'Why don't you eat the peanuts yourself?'. 'We can't chew them because we've no teeth',
she replied. The puzzled driver asks, 'Well, why do you buy them then?' The old lady replied,
'We just love the chocolate around them.'
PS. The 44 gal drum, which is 22.5 inches (572 mm) in diameter and 33.5 inches (851 mm)
high, resulted from military shipping requirements in World War II, the first war in which trucks,
cold rolled steel, stamp or pattern forging machinery and welding were widely available. The
drums helped win the Battle of Guadalcanal in the first U.S. offensive in the South Pacific
Theatre. The U.S. Navy could not maintain control of the seas long enough to offload aviation
fuel for U.S. aircraft ashore, so the drums were often transported to the island on fast ships
such as destroyers, shoved over the sides, or time permitting, lowered in cargo nets. Aviation
fuel is lighter than seawater, so the drums floated and Navy Seabees corralled the drums in
small craft.
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Droop Snoot.

Kev Rosser sent us the above photo of Wayne “Sniffer” Smith, which was taken many years
ago and shows him holding up the nose cone of a USAF Boeing 707. Kev suggested we ask
Wayne to tell us what it was all about.
Wayne saw the photo and he got straight back to us, he says:
“Reading through the latest edition of the RAM, I was
surprised to find Key Rosser’s photo of me holding up the
nose cone of the USAF “Droop Snoot” 707 at Amberley in
1969. The year should give away the reason for the
strange aircraft’s visit. That huge radome was stuffed with
serious Radar gear to monitor the Apollo 11 moon trip.
Bearing in mind the top secret status surrounding the
aircraft and its visit to Amberley, it was still a piece of
cake for Key (photography legend) and myself to wander
out onto the tarmac and take a few shots, those were the days.
The story about the Lockheed U2 high altitude reconnaissance (spy) plane brought back
memories for me. Back in 1965 I was posted to ARDU at Laverton to serve my time as a
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Radmech. During that time the U2’s were located up near 1AD and it was terrific to watch the
aircraft take off and go straight up, you could hear it bellowing for about half an hour above the
base. It would leave about 8arn and return at 5pm, then you could watch the recovery team
running alongside the aircraft, when it was almost stopped, to grab the wingtips, to prevent the
thing from tipping over on one side.
They fitted the removable dolly wheels under the wings and towed it back to the hangar. The
pilot was every bit the Astronaut with his amazing air conditioned suit (well it was flash for
1965).
I enjoyed Key’s other story about Sabre servicing at 3AD way back then, especially the one
about Steve Green being stuffed into the wing of the aircraft to manually cut out corrosion that
formed underneath the fuel bladders.
I had to go down to 3AD to see it for myself, all that protruded from the wing was Greenie’s T
Boot soles, I should have taken photos.
Cheers, Wayne”.

Brookvale.

Don Burville

Ah! The smell of freshly cooked bacon and eggs! How would you
like them I’m asked (thinks - dumped on the plate as always).
It’s 10th Jan 1964, I have just arrived at this 1CARU place after
12 months in Woomera. It was a real shock. I’m a clerk
equipment and find out the corporal is a WRAAF, the sergeant in
the stores is a WRAAF, this is not the RAAF I remember from
joining in 1963 at Wagga with the flies and plate slap food.
Security at this base was very tight. I remember one night
arriving to find the duty guard asleep in his hut, no problem, just
roll under the gates, get the key, open the gate, drive in, shut the
gate again, replace the key and he didn’t miss a beat, just kept
on snoring.
But, unfortunately, it was not to last. A new face arrived in the
office, now there are three of us, one too many. Somebody had
posted in another WRAAF within three weeks of me arriving. I
was posted out, up to Willytown and nobody asked me how I
liked my eggs there.
Back then I didn’t know it was called the resort but can
understand why.
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Husband says:
Wife says:
Husband says:
Wife says:

When I get mad at you, you never fight back. How do you control your
anger?
I clean the toilet.
How does that help?
I use your toothbrush.

China Airlines.
China Airlines recently had a few problems – see HERE

Vietnam: The True Victory
O.M. Eather
In 2002, with the release of the film 'We Were Soldiers', which starred Mel Gibson, and which
was based on the Battle of Ia Drang, the reality of the Vietnam War was finally given a
reasonable and unbiased depiction.
This is far removed from the patent,
defeatist fantasies of films such as
"Platoon" and "Apocalypse Now". It
also leads to examination of the
persistent myth that America and
her Allies were "defeated" in the
Vietnam War, a myth peddled
continuously by pinky journalists,
academics and other commentators
with a vested interest in convincing
all that it is reality. The 'Big Lie" of
military defeat that, said often and
long enough, becomes the 'reality".
News organisations such as the
BBC, the ABC, the 'New York Times' and the 'Washington Post' are among those most strident
in the relentless peddling of this falsehood. It is bias and inaccuracy of the highest order, at
odds with the supposed impartiality and high standards of these renowned news institutions,
but it powerfully imbeds the myth in the mainstream of accepted truths. To argue against the
American 'defeat' now automatically brings a conditioned response of disbelief and
condescension, so pervasive has this campaign been.

Beat the 5 o'clock rush, leave work at noon.
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One of the most persistent and recognisable motifs of this longstanding perspective is the
continuous and excessive use of footage of the helicopter evacuation of US citizens from the
US
Saigon
Embassy,
a
completely non military activity. It
gives the impression US Forces
were driven out of the country in
1975 - all presumably exiting from
the roof of the Embassy. This is
invariably
accompanied
by
dialogue using the words "defeat"
and "tragedy" and other emotive
and factless commentary to
complete the quite shameless
distortion.
Some time ago, the 'Sydney
Morning Herald' reported on the
opening of an Australian memorial
in Phuoc Tuy Province for the Battle of Long Tan. The reporter exhibited all the results of thirty
years of misinformation. Firstly calling the Australian campaign 'ill fated', he went on to describe
the battle as an 'ambush' of the Australian force, finishing by only mentioning Viet Cong and
North Vietnamese casualties, not the Australian twenty dead. By some convoluted logic he
managed to imply that Australians were militarily inept by being ambushed, but were also
callous and brutal in daring to proceed to slaughter the enemy once engaged, while suffering
no casualties ourselves.
The facts of the Battle of Long Tan are well known, particularly that it was an encounter battle,
not an ambush. It was far from a blundering disaster. In fact, it unbalanced a determined and
numerically superior attempt to destroy the newly established Australian Task Force at Nui Dat,
precisely what large, armed fighting patrols are intended to do. It also, irrevocably, wrested the
initiative from the Viet Cong and the People's
Army of Vietnam in Phouc Tuy Province. So
much so that, eighteen months later during
one of the most dangerous periods of the
entire war (the 68 TET Offensive) 1 ATF was
able to commit two thirds of its strength
outside the province to assist the Americans.
However, such factual analysis escaped the
'Herald's reporter completely.
The Tet Offensive is often offered as an
example of how American and Allied forces
were completely outclassed by the Viet Cong
and PAVN, the Siege of Khe Sanh being one of the key 'tragedies' of the Tet Offensive. The
facts are that, for North Vietnam, the Tet Offensive was an unmitigated and wildly
overestimated disaster. There was no mass, popular uprising and all that was achieved was the
exposure of both Viet Cong and Main Force units to the withering destruction of American and

D

RAAF Radschool Association Magazine – Vol 30
Page 8
Allied firepower. The Viet Cong in South Vietnam were effectively wiped out and ceased to play
any effective role in the war from then on. The North Vietnamese mounted an undeniable
invasion of South Vietnam through neutral Laos and Cambodia; an act of military amorality
equal to Pearl Harbour and the two invasions of Belgium by the German Army in 1914 and
1940. Virtually all their first line combat units were decimated, suffering over forty thousand
killed and half that number wounded.
None - absolutely none - of the military aims of the Communist forces were achieved and it was
called off by Vo Nguyen Giap when its failure became obvious. It was a military defeat of the
order the French Army in 1940 or the Gallipoli Campaign. Yet, 'conventional wisdom' by the
pinky apologists and mythmakers hold the TET offensive up as a shining victory for the North.
At Khe Sanh, particularly, an outnumbered US Marine garrison inflicted a huge defeat on the
Communist forces. There, a
combination of fighting spirit
and technology beat the four
NVA divisions arrayed against
them and foiled Giap's aim to
repeat Dien Bien Phu. This
also
destabilised
overall
Communist strategy for the Tet
Offensive, tying down valuable
forces in the North, hardly a
display of the alleged superior
military thought of this 'master'
strategist and his political
master, Ho Chi Minh. The Tet
Offensive was a military
miscalculation of the most
callous and egregious kind, a
complete waste of the military resources deployed by the North.
In Phouc Tuy, the Australian Army never lost a battle, no thanks to the absence of our other
SEATO ally, Great Britain, perhaps the underlying cause of the BBC's anti Americanism and its
particular attempts to rewrite the results of the Vietnam War. In fact, all American and Allied
forces had left South Vietnam by January, 1973, over eighteen months before the fall of
Saigon. A peace treaty, the Paris Accords, had been signed by all parties as, to all intents,
North Vietnam had been well and truly defeated militarily in the field, despite what years of
misinformation would have us believe.
How do you tell when you run out of invisible ink?
Concurrently, and most germane, was the fragmenting and emasculation of Communist
aggression in Asia from the resolute example of America and Australia in Vietnam. The
"dominoes" of South East Asia were given a priceless five years to cement their fragile
economies and begin to deliver benefits to the people that evaporated the former appeal of
Communism.
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No less an authority than Lee Kuan Yew has confirmed this crucial fact - Vietnam bought the
rest of South East Asia the time needed to implement economic and political reform. This was
the main game, the defeat of Communist expansion in South East Asia, and we well and truly
won it.
Saigon fell because the North Vietnamese broke the Paris Accords, with deliberate and coldblooded aggression, waiting long enough after Allied forces had left. The Communists attacked
with four Armoured divisions across the DMZ in a style reminiscent of Hitler's Blitzkreig. In this
new war, the NVA most certainly defeated the numerically inferior South Vietnamese but this
was not the American fictional defeat posited by revisionist journalists - the Americans weren't
there! If President Nixon had not been emasculated by the 'Watergate' scandal, US Airpower
would have been committed to the defence of South Vietnam, however it was withheld by a
hostile US Congress.
Finally, another myth is the defeat of US technological might by a bare foot army. The small
part played by the Viet Cong against the consistent activities of the very well equipped and
numerically superior PAVN forces dismisses the 'barefoot' fallacy. If there was any defeat in the
Vietnam War, it was that of the political dimension. This was completely ignored, yet any
elementary student (or reporter) of war theory knows, as Clausewitz enjoined, "war is an
extension of policy by other means". To focus on technology as the cause of any negative
result in that war is a fatal flaw in any argument trying to deduce future directions in warfare.
In the Vietnam War, technology was the
equaliser for our forces against a more
numerous and well equipped enemy. Helicopters
gave flexibility to move less numerous manouvre
forces rapidly and productively. Air and artillery
support gave them a firepower equaliser when
they met these larger enemy numbers. This
crucial dynamic of operations in South Vietnam,
the technology "equaliser", rarely gets a
mention, except as a means of contrasting the
combatants in an attempt to reap sympathy for
the enemy.
An elderly man walked into a confessional booth. The following conversation ensued:
Man:

Priest:
Man:
Priest:
Man:
Priest:
Man:

"I am 82 years old, and have a wonderful wife of 60 years, many children,
grandchildren, and great grandchildren. Yesterday, I picked up two college girls,
hitchhiking. For some reason, they thought I was kind of interesting. One thing led to
another, and we ended up at a motel, where I had sex with each of them twice."
"I see, you have come here to confess your sins?"........
"What sins?"
"What kind of a Catholic are you?"............
"I'm Jewish."
"Why are you telling me all this?".....
"I'm telling everybody."
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The RAAF Memorial Centre
61 Davey Street
HOBART TASMANIA
The History of the Centre
The suggestion of a Memorial Centre originated from the Council of Tasmania Division.
At an enthusiastic meeting of more than 200 Hobart citizens held on 29th November, 1946,
under the Chairmanship of His Excellency, The Governor (Admiral Sir Hugh Binney) approval
was granted for the launching of a State-wide appeal for funds to purchase a property.
The appeal was formally launched by the Lord Mayor of Hobart, the Right Honourable W W
Osborne.

Sub-committees were formed throughout the State and the appeal became one of the largest
conducted in Tasmania with a net result of £7,363/15/10 - sufficient to purchase the property
known as "Woodbourne" at 61 Davey St, Hobart which became the RAAF Memorial Centre.
Extensive alterations and additions to the RAAF Memorial Centre have been carried out over
the years, including a Memorial Chapel which was dedicated and "set apart" by three RAAF
Staff Chaplains - Chaplain T D Beyer MBE, Principal Chaplain E F Cooper, and Principal
Chaplain J P McNamara at a ceremony on 19th September, 1954.
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The Memorial Room
The memorial book, researched by the late Mr Tom Simpson, which is prominently displayed
on the lectern in the Memorial Room and which contains the names of all Tasmanian
enlistments in the RAAF and the RAF who lost their lives during 1914-18, 1939-45, and the
Korean War, was sent to England and Sir Winston Churchill wrote the foreword. The pen used
by Sir Winston Churchill is at present in the Museum in the RAAF
Memorial Centre.
An oil painting of Sir Winston Churchill by Patrick I White was
purchased by the Hobart Branch Auxiliary in March 1960 for 100
guineas and donated to the Centre. The memorial panel where the
painting of Sir Winston Churchill is hung contains the names of ex Air
Force personnel who have died since the war.
The stained glass windows were installed by the Association’s
WAAAF Branch, having been designed by Miss Eileen Thompson, a
member of the Branch who served with the RAF.
On Sunday, 12th March 1961, His Excellency, The Governor (Lord Rowallan) unveiled the
windows which were then dedicated by RAAF Staff Chaplains, Principal Chaplain K R
Morrison, Assistant Principal Chaplain T D Beyer MBE, and Principal Chaplain L B Smith.
In previous years services were held in the Chapel during the "Battle of Britain"
Commemoration and there have also been many funeral services held over the years.
The Museum
The Air Force Museum which is incorporated in the Centre was opened by Air Marshal J
Newham AO on 13th September 1986. The Museum contains artifacts and memorabilia on
display - "on loan" or donated - which depict the Australian Flying Corps 1917 and the RAAF
1921. Many of the articles have come from the Air Force Museum, Point Cook.
Donations of articles have exceeded the space available, with the result being that changes are
made at frequent intervals.
One of the highlights is the "Dam Buster" section which contains a copy of Wing Commander
Guy Gibson's Log Book which details the sortie when he earned the Victoria Cross. One of our
(now deceased) members, FLGOFF Thomas Drayton (Tammy or Tom) Simpson DFC DFM
was the rear gunner in the crew of (later) Air Marshal Sir Harold (Mick) Martin KCB CB DSO*
AFC on the Dam Busters’ raid.
“Mick” Martin was an Australian who joined the RAF and flew the third aircraft to attack the
Mohne Dam. He had an all RAAF crew during the raid.
The exhibit contains photographs of the crew about to receive their investitures, photographs of
the bombs that were dropped, and the actual helmet and goggles worn by Tom on the raid.
There is another interesting photograph of Tom in his rear turret. Apparently, on one of the
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raids, the aircraft was hit by flak and oil streamed over Tom’s turret. In order to maintain his
vision Tom bashed the turret with a fire axe!
Another exhibit is that of WGCDR C W J (Bill) Falkinder CBE DSO DFC*
who was a Pathfinder navigator and the most highly decorated of the
Australian Pathfinders. He flew 83 operations between July 1943 and
December 1944.
A further exhibit is that of WOFF Max Staunton-Smith (deceased) who was
granted the French legion of Honour. Max was shot down over Holland and
spent some time as a POW. He was a survivor of “The Long March” from
Bankau in Poland to Luckenwalde, near Berlin. Max was unable to attend
the investiture of nine other ex service personnel who were also granted the
Legion of Honour. However the French Ambassador came to Hobart and presented the award
to Max at a function in the Centre.
Another item of interest is the “Blue Max”. This is a blue medal inscribed in French. It is a pre
WWI Prussian decoration when the fashion was to speak French at the Prussian court. It was
originally awarded for “Generosity”, later for “Merit”, and, in WWII for bravery. During that war it
was awarded to Max Immelmann, a German fighter ace, and hence received the nickname of
“The Blue Max”.
The Museum also contains a copy of the Official Surrender Document signed in Tokyo Bay,
Japan on September, 2nd, 1945. The document was signed on board the battleship USS
Missouri by representatives of the Allied Forces and the Japanese Empire.
The original Trustees of the Centre were: Messrs T D Simpson DFC DFM, C J MacDonald, H S
Barnett, and (later) D W Challender (all deceased). The current Trustees are : Messrs F L
Heerey, WE Dixon OAM, and C K James RFD.
If you’re in Hobart – call in, you’re always welcome…
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Malvene Dicker.
In our last issue, we had the photo at right of the delightful Mal Dicker, who,
back in 1964 was Mal Cornwell.
When Mal saw the photo, she delved into the old tin trunk and found a
bunch of photos that had been taken further back than she would care to
admit. She sent a few of them to us and we’ll share them with you.
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Mal with John McAllister at Radschool Laverton, back in 1962. John, as you can see, is a figure
of sartorial elegance, all decked out in his best ‘ralls, just the clobber to impress the girls…….
The girls on course back in 1962, at Radschool Laverton.

Left to Right: Betty Harding, Yvonne Yon Yew, Malvene Cornwell, Little Patty, Joan Madsen,
Jenny Finn and Carol Kirwan.
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Richard Pick, who was a Telecommunications Operator Cryptic, and Mal, at Mal’s engagement
party back in January, 1966. Soon after this was taken, Richard did a 12 month tour of Vietnam
at Headquarters, Australian Force Vietnam (RAAF Element) from June 1966 to May 1967.

C

RAAF Radschool Association Magazine – Vol 30
Page 9

Mal
with
Jean
Logan
at
Point
Cook,
August,
1962.
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ComSec course, 1965.

Rear L-R: John Elliott, Jeff Cullinan, “Jocko” Johnson, Pat Delaney
Front L-R: Mal Cornwell, Rex Ralph and Jenny Finn.
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1966 RAAF Williamtown Hockey Team.
John Broughton gave us the photo below which is of the RAAF Willytown Hockey Team from
1966, but he only knew a few names, one of which was “Stix” Chambers. So! We sent it to Stix
to see if he could help and he came up with quite a few more. If you can fill in one or more of
the blanks, please let us know.

Back Row L-R: Brian Leighton, Nugget Murphy, Max McKay Lofty Keaton, Brian McKay, ???
???, Matt Coglin .
Front row L-R: Brian Camp, Lloyd Neal, ??? ???, Stix Chambers, ??? McDonald (Captain??),
John Broughton
John says he can recall the rough nature of the game in those days when the ball could be
stopped by hand, the “off side” rule still ruled and “sticks” was the cry – not any more. He says,
“we played in the local competition at Smith Park in Hamilton North and at other grounds
around Newcastle. Lofty Keaton had a terrifying hit and often the ball would zoom past the
opposition before they had seen the hit.
We went on many carnivals, one in particular at Tamworth, we drank all the way up in the bus
and only stopped for tucker and the occasional laugh at the ground! We played quite well and
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made the finals as I recall, probably fired up by the flagon of “Jungle juice” we all skulled at half
time.

RAAF Radschool Ballarat, Basketball Team. 1956.

L – R: A Johnston, K Hargreave, N McAlpine, L Dancey, E Langham, K Edwards,
R Gray (Capt), J Cullins, P Lane, K Murray.
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The RAAF Kombi
We had a story on the RAAF control Kombis in Vol 28 and Vol 29. Ken Hodge saw the stories
and he writes.
“These photos of the type of 1967
model Kombi remembered by Bob
Dorsett in volume 29 are of the
AHSNT Kombi rebuilt by army Lt
Andre
Hummel
in
Darwin a
few years ago.
Andre was an army pilot who flew
twin otters in Darwin and had a
great love for Volkswagen Kombis.
Andre took the Kombi South when
he was posted out but later offered
it to the NT Aviation Historical
Society when he was arranging to
sell it. For reasons only known to
the Society Committee the offer to
purchase was refused and the Kombi rested in a junk yard for quite a while.

It is now a takeaway food outlet in the Port Stevens area on the NSW coast and is owned by
Luke Bridgford. It trades under the name of “Los Scramblas” and you can read about it HERE
and if you want more info, contact the owner on 0466 343 133.

Hitler’s Stealth Fighter/Bomber.
National Geographic News

It has probably been forgotten by a lot of people, or perhaps not even known, that Hitler was
close to introducing an advanced jet powered fighter/bomber aircraft towards the end of WWII.
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First flown in January 1945, from a remote airfield deep inside Nazi Germany, the Horten 2-29
(HO 2-29), as it was known, was the innovative design of Walter and Reimar Horten, both
former Luftwaffe officers. Generations ahead of its time, the HO 2-29 had been designed to be
a lethal fighter-bomber and more importantly, virtually undetectable to Allied radar. The test
programme showed the HO 2-29 to have outstanding speed and handling characteristics but
development was halted when US troops overran the research facility.

In July 25, 2009, at a Northrop Grumman facility in California, top stealth-plane experts made a
full-size, though flightless, replica of a HO 2-29, aka Hitler's stealth fighter, (photo above), which
was created for a documentary which aired on the National Geographic Channel.
Engineers of the Northrop-Grumman Corporation had long been interested in the Ho 2-29, and
several of them visited the Smithsonian facility in Silver Hill, Maryland in the early 1980s to
study the V3 airframe. In early 2008, Northrop-Grumman paired up with award-winning
television documentary producer Michael Jorgensen, another long-time fan of the aircraft, and
the National Geographic Channel to produce a documentary to determine whether the Ho2-29
was, in fact, the world's first true "stealth"
fighter-bomber.
Apart from making the aircraft for the
documentary, the engineers wanted to know
whether the so-called stealth fighter was
truly radar resistant. In the process, they
uncovered new clues to just how close Nazi
engineers were to unleashing a jet that
some say could have changed the course of
the war. They used original Nazi blueprints
and the only surviving HO 2-29, which has
been stored in a U.S. government facility for
more than 50 years.
The team of engineers from Northrop-Grumman ran electromagnetic tests on the aircraft’s
multilayer wooden center-section nose cones. The cones are 19 mm (¾ inch) thick and made
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up of thin sheets of veneer. The team concluded that there was indeed some form of
conducting element in the glue, as the radar signal slowed down considerably as it passed
through the cone.
How would Hitler's stealth fighter have affected the outcome of World War II, had the plane
made it to mass production? Determining the Horten's stealth capabilities could help reveal
what might have happened if the Ho 2-29 had been unleashed in force.
The engineers tested the aircraft against World War II style radar and found that World War II
British radar would have picked up the Horten over the English Channel at about 80 miles (129
kilometers) out, versus 100 miles (160 kilometers) for a conventional World War II fighter. But
because of the HO 2-29's tremendous speed, the time from detection to target, the British
mainland, would have been lowered from the usual 19 minutes to just 8 minutes, making it
difficult for Allied defenders to respond.
Did you hear about the two blondes who froze to death in a drive-in movie?
They had gone to see 'Closed for the winter'.
History of the HO 2-29
In the early 1930s, the Horten brothers had become interested in the flying wing design as a
method of improving the performance of gliders. The German government was funding glider
clubs at the time because production of military aircraft was forbidden by the Treaty of
Versailles after World War I. The flying wing layout removes any "unneeded" surfaces and, in
theory at least, leads to the lowest possible drag. A wing-only configuration allows for a
similarly performing glider with wings that are shorter and thus sturdier, and without the added
drag of the fuselage. The result was the Horten H.IV glider.
In 1943, Göring issued a
request
for
design
proposals to produce a
bomber that was capable
of carrying a 1,000 kg
(2,200 lb)
load
over
1,000 km
(620 mi)
at
1,000 km/h
(620 mph);
the so called 3 X 1000
project.
Conventional
German bombers could
reach Allied command
centers in Great Britain,
but
were
suffering
devastating losses from
Allied fighters. At the time
there was simply no way
to meet these goals — the new Junkers Jumo 004B turbojets could give the required speed,
but had excessive fuel consumption.
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The Hortens felt that the low-drag flying wing design they had worked on back in the 1930’s
could meet all of the goals: By reducing the drag, cruise power could be lowered to the point
where the range requirement could be met. They put forward their private project, the HO IX, as
the basis for the bomber. The Government Air Ministry approved the Horten proposal, but
ordered the addition of two 30 mm cannon, as they felt the aircraft would also be useful as a
fighter due to its estimated top speed being significantly higher than that of any Allied aircraft.
A HO 2-29 prototype made a successful test flight just before Christmas 1944. But by then time
was running out for the Nazis, and they were never able to perfect the design or produce more
than a handful of prototype planes.
The all-wing HO 2-29 looked more like today's B-2 bomber or something from a Star Wars
prequel, than like any other World War II aircraft. Made primarily of wood and powered by jet
engines, the plane was designed for speeds of up to 600 miles an hour (970 kph).
Armed with four 30mm cannons and two 500-kilogram (1,100-pound) bombs, the planned
production model was also meant to pack a punch.
But the Ho 2-29 design was far from perfect.
World War II era jet engines were unreliable, for one thing. For another, the lack of stabilizing
vertical surfaces, a bane of all-wing designs, past and present, resulted in frequent lurches,
making sharp shooting and accurate bomb delivery that much harder. In a different place and
time, with further development, the promising Horten 2-29 might have made a difference. Had
Hitler's stealth fighter made it into mass production, the plane could have changed to course of
the war in Europe, but by early 1945, the
Germans had run out of pilots, petroleum, and
time.
The HO 229 was of mixed construction, with
the center pod made from welded steel tubing
and wing spars built from wood. The wings
were made from two thin, carbon-impregnated
plywood panels glued together with a charcoal
and sawdust mixture.
Many years after the war, Reiman Horton said
he mixed charcoal dust in with the wood glue
to absorb electromagnetic waves which could
have shielded the aircraft from detection by British early warning ground-based radar known as
Chain Home. In the modern era, after "stealth" gained prominence in the public and military
arenas, it became obvious that design choices natural for a flying wing would reduce the radar
cross-section, but there is nothing in surviving blueprints or other wartime documents to
suggest the Hortens had any idea that their design would result in a "stealthy" aircraft. In a
1950 document, Horten brought up the possibility that their design may have some such
benefits, but the document specifically mentioned reduced detection (visual and radar) as
opposed to specifically defeating Chain Home.
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However, a jet powered flying wing design such as the Horten would naturally have a smaller
radar cross-section than a conventional WWII era twin engine aircraft. With its wings blended
into the fuselage, no large propeller disks (usually metal), vertical and horizontal tail surfaces,
etc., it is natural for a flying wing to appear "more stealthy", as opposed to being designed as a
stealth aircraft.
The aircraft’s wing had a single main spar, penetrated by the jet engine inlets, and a secondary
spar used for attaching the elevons. It was designed with a 7g load factor and a 1.8x safety
rating; therefore, the aircraft had a 12.6g ultimate load rating. The wing's chord/thickness ratio
ranged from 15% at the root to 8% at the wingtips. Control was achieved with elevons and
spoilers. The control system included both long span (inboard) and short span (outboard)
spoilers, with the smaller outboard spoilers activated first. This system gave a smoother and
more graceful control of roll than would a single spoiler system.
The aircraft utilized retractable tricycle landing gear, with the nosewheel coming from an He
177's main gear. A brake parachute slowed the aircraft upon landing. The pilot sat on a
primitive ejection seat. It was originally designed for the BMW 003 jet engine, but that engine
was not quite ready and the Junkers Jumo 004 engines were substituted.

The Horten - Preparation for flight

Göring believed in the design and ordered a production series of 40 aircraft even though it had
not yet taken to the air under jet power. The first flight proved very successful and the aircraft
displayed very good handling qualities with only moderate lateral instability (a typical deficiency
of tailless aircraft). While the second flight was equally successful, the undercarriage was
damaged by a heavy landing caused by deploying the brake parachute too early during the
landing approach.
Two weeks later disaster struck during the third test flight. After a flight time of around 45
minutes, at an altitude of about 2,500ft, one of the Jumo 004 turbojet engines developed a
problem, caught fire and
stopped. The pilot was
seen to dive the aircraft
and pull up several times
in an attempt to re-start
the engine and save the
precious
prototype
aircraft.
The
aircraft
eventually crashed just
outside the boundary of
the airfield and the pilot
was thrown from the
aircraft and hit a large
tree and was killed
instantly. The prototype aircraft was completely destroyed.
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Despite of this setback the project continued with sustained energy and in March 1945 it was
included in the "wonder weapons" program
During the final stages of the war, the U.S. military initiated Operation Paperclip, which was an
effort by the various intelligence agencies to capture advanced German weapons research, and
to deny that research to advancing Soviet troops. A Horten glider and the Ho 229 V3, which
was undergoing final assembly, were secured and sent to Northrop Corporation in the United
States for evaluation. Northrop was chosen because of their experience with flying wings,
inspired by the Horten brothers' pre-war record setting glider. They had been building flying
wings since the N-1M in 1939.
Statistics
Type: Single seat fighter/bomber
Engines:
Two Junkers Jumo 004B turbojets
Thrust: 1,980lb (900kg)
Dimensions:
Span 16.75m
Length 7.47m
Height 2.80m
Weights:
Empty: 10,140lbs (4,600kg)
Max. loaded: 19,840lb (9,000kg)

Speed:
607mph (977km/h)
Ceiling:
52,500ft (16,000m)
Range:
1,970 miles (3170km) at 393mph (635km/h)
with two drop tanks
Armaments: Planned
Four Mk 103 or Mk 108 cannon
Plus
Two 1,000kg bombs

A blonde hurried into the emergency room of the hospital late one night with the tip of her index
finger shot off. 'How did this happen?' the emergency room doctor asked her. 'Well, I was
trying to commit suicide,' the blonde replied. What?' sputtered the doctor. 'You tried to commit
suicide by shooting off your finger?' 'No, Silly,' the blonde said, 'first I put the gun to my chest,
and then I thought, I just paid $6,000 for these implants. I'm not shooting myself in the chest.'
'So then?' asked the doctor. 'Then I put the gun in my mouth, and I thought, 'I just paid $3,000
to get my teeth straightened. I'm not shooting myself in the mouth.' 'So then?' asked the
doctor. 'Then I put the gun to my ear, and I thought: 'This is going to make a loud noise. So I
put my finger in my other ear before I pulled the trigger.
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THE Origins of the Callsign “Wallaby”
Don Pollock
As the RAAF is planning to demob the Caribous, it is an appropriate time that the origins of
“Wallaby” are explained. Like most tales, the origins of the name “Wallaby Airlines” was a
combination of different events. To the best of my
recollections this is how the name was formed; a name which
later became famous in Vietnam amongst many armed
services and peoples including US, New Zealand, Thai,
Korean and Vietnamese Armed Forces, French plantation
operators, the occasional Brit on some civil aid project and of
course the Australians who served both in the armed forces
and the civil assistance programs.
About a year before the formation of RAAF Transport Flight
Vietnam (RFTV), a young group of pilots from 38 SQN had
formed an association with several Qantas air hostesses who
shared a flat in Sydney’s eastern suburbs. The association
was neither constant nor regular. The girls had irregular
schedules in those days and the pilots were pulled at a
moment’s notice for a medivac (medical evacuation flight), a
SAR (Search and Rescue) flight for some lost mariner or bush walker or the many detachments
to other bases. Accordingly, although the relationships were friendly they were infrequent.
However, occasionally some pilots turned up at the girls’ flat and a Chinese meal was shared or
we just sat and talked or together we organised a party on the spot. The relevance of this
casual relationship and its importance to the “Wallaby” call-sign will soon become apparent.
In late 1963 we heard that crews had been picked for the ferry of the Caribous from the de
Havilland factory at Downsview, Canada, to RAAF Base Richmond in Australia. Most of the copilots on Caribou ferry I and 2 were also the “boggies” (Se Note 1) who formed the nucleus of
the contact with the air hostesses. The ferry further disrupted any contact with the girls.
Q.

What the difference in praying in church and praying at the race track?
A. At the race track you really mean it.

Both the first and the second Caribou ferry had been completed by June 1964. During the
second ferry through RAAF Base Butterworth, Malaysia the pilots on that ferry learned that a
flight of Caribou aircraft would be committed to operations in Vietnam. Two pilots heard about it
in an unusual manner.
After lunch each day officers would go into the officer’s mess lounge room to listen to the world
news on the radio. Believe it or not, back then people would sit and look at the radio as intently
as people today look at a television. On this occasion l can remember sitting beside John Staal
when we heard the announcement that a flight of RAAF Caribous were to be despatched to
Vietnam. We looked at one another and bolted for the aircraft lines.
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Simultaneously we had guessed that SQN LDR Chris Sugden, (see Note 2), the leader of our
ferry of three aircraft, would be the first
CO as he was the most widely
experienced officer on our squadron. He
was down at the lines inspecting a
Caribou and we wanted to be his first
volunteers. After about a kilometre runnot a jog, and it was about half a mile
then, we both ran up to Suggy absolutely
puffed, saluted and gasped out the news
and begged to be allowed to join him if
he lead the Caribous into Vietnam. Our
Caribou ferry had been delayed by
suspected sabotage (see Note 3) so he
had got to know us fairly well. He agreed
to recommend us if he was selected to lead the first group. With a bit of luck we were going to
war!
Back in Australia a week later those that were picked for Vietnam were given pre-embarkation
leave then briefings and some intensive training. We started to think about what we might take
to Vietnam to identify ourselves; slouch hats, flags, koalas? All the suggestions were dismissed
as “kitchy”, too large or too expensive.
During this busy period the friendship with the Qantas air hostesses was
renewed. At one of the get togethers a boggy (it may well have been John
Staal) saw one of the girls with a Qantas pin; the golden kangaroo. We asked
the girls if they could get us some pins. They told us they would try and also
that they would organise a send off party for us. The party was a happy affair.
I remember three people from that evening. Mick Gwinn among the
loadmasters because he was a big gentle giant and towered over everyone
else, John Staal with Geertje arrived late as they had gone to a night club where the leading
talent had sang a funny song about Vietnam and Delas England, a hostie, who had a small
cardboard box jammed packed with a few hundred kangaroo pins; a great gift from Qantas.
Sometime later the pins were given to Suggy who distributed them amongst all members of the
RTFV group who flew from Malaysia into Vietnam. I think each member had about 5 pins. The
aim was to award the pins to those people in Vietnam who gave us a special service.
A day or so after arriving in Vietnam Suggy gave a pin to the Base Commander Vung Tau,
Colonel Dillard, US Army, (See Note 4). Dillard was a most professional officer who did what he
could to get us kitted, billeted and supplied to become an effective unit without delays. Likewise
Major Dillard, US Army, the Executive Officer to the colonel (but no relation) received a pin.
Other people around Vung Tau also received the kangaroo aka Qantas pins.
Major Schaumberg, USAF, was our liaison officer and he was most diligent in getting RTFV
operational “in country”. RTFV had been integrated as part of the USAF air support services
and was tasked by the USAF but most of the tasks were supporting the US Army and the South
Vietnamese Army. Our induction had been completed in record time thanks in a large part to
B
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Schaumberg. The only item requiring agreement was a unit call-sign which would identify us for
all future operations.
So when Suggy gave Schaumberg a Qantas pin as appreciation for his services to us the
conversation went something like; “What is this animal called, Chris?”. Schaumberg sometimes
had a peculiar manner of pronouncing and emphasising each syllable.
On this occasion in an almost Southern drawl Schaumberg said “An- I- Mal” although I do not
recall Schaumberg being a Southerner. Chris replied. “A Kangaroo. That could be a suitable
name for our squadron call-sign?”. Schaumberg was almost aghast. “A Kan-Ga-Roo? Hell
Chris, that’s not an easy name to
pronounce. The Vietnamese would
find it impossible. Are they called
something else”. Chris replied. “A
Wallaby”.
The name had an instant appeal for
Schaumberg. He said it several times.
“Wal-La-By” sounded much better to
Schaumberg than ”kangaroo.” It was
Schaumberg who then said that he
would arrange for “Wallaby” to
become the identifier for the RAAF
Transport Flight Vietnam (RTFV)
which later became 35 SQN.
Thus “Wallaby” Airlines was named after a casual relationship with the QANTAS kangaroo.
Thanks to Ken Howard, Peter Sugden, Kev Henderson and Jeff Pedrina whose worthy book,
“Wallaby Airlines,” caused me to finally write down these notes.
And the story goes that infuriating “Look at me, Look at me, I’m the story” woman, Barbara
Walters of the US TV show 20/20, did a story on gender roles in Kabul, Afghanistan, several
years before the Afghan conflict. She noted that women customarily walked five paces behind
their husbands.
She recently returned to Kabul and observed that women still walk behind
their husbands. Despite the overthrow of the oppressive Taliban regime, the
women were happy to maintain the old custom.
Ms. Walters approached one of the Afghani women and asked, 'Why do you
now seem happy with an old custom that you once tried so desperately to
change?'
The woman looked Ms. Walters straight in the eyes, and without hesitation said, 'Land Mines.'
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NOTES:
NOTE 1. According to the Urban Dictionary “boggie” is a contraction of “bograt”. Used
exclusively and often derisively for any RAAF officer having the rank of Officer Cadet, Pilot
Officer or Flying Officer. Can anyone assist with the origins of this name? Perhaps it is a
development from “bogey”?
NOTE 2. Squadron Leader Chris Sugden (Suggy) the quintessential
quiet achiever. Possibly influenced by the example of his father, who
lost an arm at Gallipoli in WW1, Suggy began his military career early
as a member of the 10th Light Horse. Later on he avoided RAAF
parades occasionally stating that he was the only officer in the RAAF
who had carried a sword as a weapon of war and therefore he was
not going to carry one on parade. He and his wife managed their own
nursing home at Windsor while he was a member of the RAAF. After
he retired from the RAAF he farmed at Eungai Creek; later on, after
lessons on laying bricks, he built his retirement home of double brick
at Mackville and named it "Terra Firma"- the more firma the less the
terror.. It was a very functional house having at least a dozen power points in the kitchen so he
would never have to use a double adapter again. He brewed his own beer, played golf and
became President of the Nambucca Shire.
He was possibly the only RAAF officer who flew in three wars in three different roles; Boston
bombers in WW2, Meteor fighter bombers in Korea and transport Caribous in Vietnam. Suggy
decided to test the ability of the Caribou to take off on one engine. He did this flight in Malaysia
before the Caribous deployed to Vietnam just in case the situation arose when a single engine
take off would be required. Some months later such a take off (the only operational one that I
know off) was required from an airstrip in the Mekong delta. Daylight was rapidly disappearing
and the area was known as unfriendly where a mortar or two could be expected after nightfall
when a friendly forces reaction time would be delayed. The take off was successful. Fortunately
for all concerned Suggy was captain of the aircraft when it had the engine problem. He did not
have to make the decision of authorising one of the “boggies” to do it had it happened to them.
On the other hand he had been such an inspiration to all that any boggie crew probably would
have flown it out and told him later.
At his 80th birthday party Mike Lancaster, Suggy's right hand man in Vietnam, sent the
message. "What I would really like to place on record is my enormous respect for Chris as a
remarkable original thinker and an outstanding leader. The official histories will never be able to
reflect how lucky we were in having Chris appointed as the first commander in Vietnam. He had
the ability to nut things out from first principles and if the answer didn't agree with the book so
much bad luck for the book. Without doubt, he was the strongest and best commander I had
during my RAAF career."
Suggy was very proud of his part in RTFV. He was especially pleased that the popular reunions
included all ranks and all musterings. Sadly Suggy died just a week before the US Air Medal
was finally presented to all Wallaby Airlines aircrew who had served in Vietnam; 42 years after
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the original recommendation. His elder son, Peter, said his dad was very happy that the efforts
of the loadies were also recognised in the awards.
NOTE 3. The day arrived when the first group of RTFV was to fly from Butterworth to Vung
Tau. The meteorological forecast
report (Wx) had a major storm on our
route. The Wx did not deter Suggy so
off he went and I followed with Kev
Henderson
as
the
co-pilot.
Apparently most of the US Army at
Vung Tau said “The Ossies will not
make it today.” Apparently Col Dillard
disagreed. He said that he had
served near Australians in Korea and
they always got through. That we did
arrive as planned vindicated Gillard's
opinion, set the scene for the "Can
Do" attitude which was almost the
unofficial motto for RFTV (Wallaby
Airlines)
and
caused
some
amusement to Suggy "that some Yanks thought we would not get through."
NOTE 4. (a) To extend the range of the Caribou during the ferry, 2 large fuel bags were placed
in each aircraft. Electric pumps were attached to the tanks so fuel could be pumped into the
normal fuel system (in the wings) as required during flight. On several occasions these fuel
bags burst during flight. An examination of each event indicated a pin had been pushed through
the bag. The lamination construction of the bag prevented a leak occurring immediately.
Sometimes the damage developed over a month before the bag suddenly burst. When it did
burst several hundred litres of highly volatile aviation gasoline sloshing around the cargo hold
stung the eyes and increased the heart pulse rate of all on board because of the increased risk
of an uncontrollable fire.
What to do? Our crew was halfway across the Bay of Bengal between Calcutta and RAAF
Butterworth when a bag burst. There was no checklist for this event so the loady open the rear
ramp a bit to get rid of the fuel which we hoped would solve the problem. Some minutes later
the crew had the dreadful thought that perhaps some of the fuel would get into the anti collision
rotating beacon on the underside of the aircraft and thereby cause an explosion. However if the
beacon was switched off would that cause an increased chance of an electric arc in the system.
We switched off the beacon and flew on arriving safely at our destination some two hours later.
(b) Many of the clevis pins attaching the engine manifold outlets to the exhaust ring
stack had been over-torqued at some stage before the aircraft were handed over to the RAAF.
Consequently after long flights in Canada a small handful of pins would be found in the lower
section of the engine covers and some would be missing. The loadmasters on the second ferry
picked up a box each of these pins to last until Australia. However by about Gibraltar the
loadies had had enough and they spent a day replacing all the pins and the problem seemed to
be fixed after that.
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(c) At Aden a seal to the hydraulic independent propeller
governing unit had a leak. When its sump was inspected a
quantity of abrasive powder was detected. Only one unit was
replaced on that ferry but other units had to be cleaned out in
Canada. Obviously someone knew we were off to Vietnam
before we did. One does not have an entirely comfortable
feeling flying an aircraft when there is a likelihood of sabotage.
(POLLOCK, Donald Thomas, was a Flying Officer General Duties Pilot with
RAAF Transport Flight Vietnam (RTFV) from July 1964 to February, 1965 – tb)
Dr. Levi was a renowned dentist who earned his undergraduate, graduate, and medical
degrees in his home town and then left for the Central Coast, where he quickly rose to the top
of his field. Soon he was invited to deliver a significant paper, at a conference, coincidentally
held in his home town. He walked on stage and placed his papers on the lectern, but they slid
off onto the floor. As he bent over to retrieve them, at precisely the wrong instant, he
inadvertently farted. The microphone amplified his mistake resoundingly through the room and
it reverberated down the hall. He was very embarrassed but somehow regained his composure
just enough to deliver his paper. He ignored the resounding applause and raced out the stage
door, never to be seen in his home town again.
Decades later, when his elderly mother was ill, he returned to visit her. He reserved a hotel
room under the name of Epstein and arrived under cover of darkness. The desk clerk asked
him, "Is this your first visit to our city, Mr. Epstein?" Dr. Levi replied, "Well, young man, no, it
isn't. I grew up here and received my education here, but then I moved away." Why haven't you
visited?" asked the desk clerk. Actually, I did visit once, many years ago, but an embarrassing
thing happened and since then I've been too ashamed to return." The clerk consoled him. "Sir,
while I don't have your life experience, one thing I have learned is that often what seems
embarrassing to me isn't even remembered by others. I bet that's true of your incident too." Dr.
Levi replied, "Son, I doubt that's the case with my incident." "Was it a long time ago?" "Yes,
many years." The clerk asked, "Was it before or after the Levi Fart?"

Wallaby Airlines – the book.
While in Townsville for the farewell of the Caribou, like a lot of other people,
we bought the book, “Wallaby Airlines” which was written by Jeff Pedrina.
We’ve since read it, and although it's a very good read, we must say we’re a
bit disappointed in it. We feel it should have been titled, “A Pilot's Tales with
Wallaby Airlines” because on reading the book, you find it's all about one
bloke's experiences while flying with RTFV, not, as it says on the back cover,
about the people and personalities Jeff met while in country.
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You'd also be excused for thinking Wallaby Airlines' aeroplanes were serviceable all the time
too. In our opinion it really doesn't tell the true story.
It seems that the average aircraft maintenance bloke didn’t do a thing, in fact, from reading the
book it seems there weren’t any airmen even there. Jeff’s book gives the impression that
everything was done by the officer class, there were no airmen cooks to cook his meals, no
airmen clerks to prepare his pay, no airmen MT fitters to fix his jeep, no airmen elecos to make
sure his lights worked at night, no airmen plumbers to make sure his toilets worked and
definitely no airmen who worked hard and late into every night to keep his 7 aircraft flying, all
this was conceivably done by the Squadron Engineering Officer, or if he was too busy the pilots
and the loadies would do it......
That’s funny – that’s not how I remembered it!!!!!
And from Ray Thompson
The Navy Chief noticed a new seaman and barked at him, "Hey you, get over here! What's
your name sailor?"
"John," the new seaman replied.
"Look, I don't know what kind of bleeding-heart pansy crap
they're teaching sailors in boot camp these days, but I don't
call anyone by his first name," the chief scowled. "It breeds
familiarity, and that leads to a breakdown in authority. I refer
to my sailors by their last names only; Smith, Jones, Baker,
whatever. And you are to refer to me as 'Chief'. Do I make
myself clear?"
"Aye, Aye Chief!"
"Now that we've got that straight, what's your last name?"
The seaman replied "Darling, My name is John Darling, Chief."
"Okay, John, here's what I want you to do ...."
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Kilcoy RSL

While passing through Kilcoy (Qld) again just recently, one stopped at the local RSL Club (as
one does) for a refresher and ran into Fred Thomason again. Fred, as you might remember
from our last issue, has a great hoard of old thermionic valves as well as a heap of other stuff
from the days when valves ruled the radio game. If you’re looking for any of that old stuff, give
Fred a ring on 07 5422 0443 – he should be able to help.
Fred also has a huge collection of old “The Australasian Radio World” magazines, dating back
to the late 1940’s early 1950’s, all in excellent condition. We borrowed a bunch and here are
some interesting adverts and articles from those years.
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See Rupe – told you!!!!!
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We know there are a lot of you out there what want to build an “Acoustic Compensated”
Superhet (does that mean it’s got AGC??) – well, worry no more, here’s the circuit….
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Move over BOSE – here’s the real stuff,
and as Lance Haywood used to say, “How Hi is the Fi”
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Medicine anybody???
Peter Forster reckons he was born too late for the good medicines. He used to think that our
ancestors’ average short life span of 45-50 years was due to the harsh lifestyle. In reality it
would seem that they were getting high and sparkin' out early. Any excuse to get to the
medicine cabinet.
Have a look at some of these:
Bayer 's Heroin.
A bottle of Bayer's heroin. Between 1890 and 1910 heroin was sold as a nonaddictive substitute for morphine. It was also used to treat children with
strong cough.

Coca Wine:
Metcalf Coca Wine was one of a huge variety of wines on the
market which had cocaine as an ingredient. Everybody used to say
that it would make you happy and it would also work as a medicinal
treatment.

Mariani wine:
Mariani wine (1875) was the most famous Coca wine of it's time. Pope
Leo XIII used to carry one bottle with him all the time. He awarded Angelo
Mariani (the producer) with a Vatican gold medal.
Maltine was produced by the Maltine Manufacturing Company of
New York . It was suggested that you should take a full glass with or after
every meal. Children should take half a glass.
C.F. Boehringer & Soehne (Mannheim, Germany) were proud of being the biggest producers
in the world of products containing Quinine and Cocaine.
Opium was prescribed for Asthma:
Cocaine tablets (circa 1900). All stage actors, singers, teachers and preachers had to have
these tablets to help them put on their best performance. It was said to be great to "smooth" the
voice.
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Cocaine drops were prescribed for toothache and were very popular for children in 1885. Not
only did they relieve the pain, they made the children happy!
Opium for new-borns. I'm sure this would make them sleep well, not only did this medicine
contain Opium, but was also 46% alcohol!!!!!

G

RAAF Radschool Association Magazine – Vol 30
Page 13

PSP.
Ron Mitchell, from the 9Sqn Association, is looking for
some PSP. He says “The organisation for which I work,
(Careflight Helicopter Service) is trying to locate some
PSP which it would like to buy. So far we have been
unsuccessful within Australia (no problems if we lived in
the USA or Europe but freight is just a little too
expensive).”
If you know where there is some, or if you have any
information on where to get some, please get in touch
with Ron at ronm@careflight.org.au.
PSP, or Marsden Matting to give it its correct name, is a standardized, perforated steel matting
material originally developed by the United States at the Waterways Experiment Station shortly
before World War II, primarily for the rapid construction of temporary runways and landing
strips and was first used in November 1941. The material was also used in the Korean and
Vietnam Wars where its common name, from its NSN
nomenclature, is pierced (or perforated) steel planking or
PSP.
A single piece weighs about 30 kg, is 3.0 m long and
380 mm wide. The hole pattern for the sheet was 3 holes
wide by 29 holes long resulting in 87 holes per mat.
Marsden Matting was extensively used during World War
II by Seabees (Construction Battalions – CB’s) and other
front line construction personnel to build runways and
other readily usable surfaces over all kinds of terrain in the Pacific Theater of Operations. A C47 Skytrain supply aircraft was the first plane to land on the first steel-mat runway constructed
in France after the Invasion of Normandy.
On Pacific islands the matting was typically covered with crushed and rolled coral or soil to form
a level surface. The perforated and channelled
design of the matting created strength and rigidity
and facilitated drainage. A runway two hundred feet
(60 metres) wide and 5,000 feet (1500 metres) long
could be created within two days by a small team of
engineers. (that’s about 79,000 sheets of PSP,
weighing 2,370 tonnes – you wonder how they ever
got it in there in the first place…)
At the start of the Berlin Airlift the runways at
Tempelhof Airport in the US Zone in Berlin were
made of PSP. Designed to support fighters and smaller cargo aircraft, the C-54 Skymaster that
formed the backbone of the U.S. effort was too heavy for the PSP. Berliners were hired to fix
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the runway between the three-minute arrivals, running onto the runways with bags of sand to
dump onto the mats and soften the surface.
Large quantities of matting were produced; approximately 2 million tons costing more than
US$200 million (in the 1940s). At the end of the war a large amount of the material remained as
war surplus and was pressed into use in various civil engineering applications such as road and
bridge construction. As they were made from steel with a high manganese content, the matting
was also highly resistant to corrosion. In various countries located in the Pacific Theatre,
particularly New Guinea, matting still remains in use as fencing or roadway barriers, in some
cases stretching for miles.
A blonde phones the fire brigade and says her house is on fire.
The fireman asks 'how do we get there?'
'HELLOO!' she replies, 'In the big red truck of course!'

F16 V’s bird.
This is an amazing 45 second video of what happens to a single engined F16 fighter aircraft
after it “eats” a bird. You may have to replay it a couple of times to see the bird that entered the
engine. Go to large screen if you can.

The video is actual footage taken from the cockpit of an F-16 and demonstrates the cool
reaction and professionalism of the two pilots. The F-16 engine ingests a bird soon after takeoff
at Tyndall AFB in the US. The aircraft is being flown by an instructor pilot in the rear and a
student in the front seat and the video is seen through the aircraft’s Heads Up Display (HUD).
You can see the bird flash by just prior to impacting the engine. You can also hear the aircraft
voice warning system telling the crew they have a problem and referring to the "D-6 NL" which
means there is no engine RPM.
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The crew made two attempts to relight the jet engine, but evidently there was too much
damage from the bird strike and they had to eject. They stayed with and flew the aircraft longer
than one would expect before ejecting. Airspeed can be observed on the HUD's upper left
corner. It goes down to the low 120's as they struggle to get the engine going again, but as the
plane noses over and dives to earth it increases to at least 175 just before impact. It just goes
to show how quickly your day can go to pieces – about a minute from take off to ejection.
The crew ran the Emergency Checklist, made two relight attempts and picked out a
ploughed field for impact before ejecting. You can follow the audio attached to the video and
hear the conversation between the trainee pilot and instructor and then between ATC and the
aircraft, including the pilot saying they were punching out. The ATC bloke in the tower didn't
seem to completely understand what was happening and missed the significance of the last
transmission as his last call was to an empty aircraft.
The video continues until impact, a classic "buying the farm" as you can see the plough rows
get bigger. A real nice job from the aircrew, they kept their cool and turned the aircraft away
from populated areas. No one was hurt but that old bird did cost the US taxpayer quite a "few"
million dollars!
You can watch the video HERE

Cpl Ernie Gimm and Lac Ron
Vernon, at the Comms Centre in
Vung Tau 1966/67.
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Baptizing an Irishman
A Irish man is stumbling through the woods, totally drunk, when he comes upon a preacher
baptizing people in the river. He proceeds to walk into the water and subsequently bumps into
the preacher. The preacher turns around and is almost knocked flat by the smell of alcohol,
whereupon he says to the drunk, 'Are you ready to find Jesus?' The drunk shouts, 'Yes, oi am.'
So the preacher grabs him and dunks him in the water. He pulls him up and says to the drunk,
'Brother have you found Jesus?' The drunk replies, 'No, oi haven't found Jesus.' The preacher
shocked at the answer, dunks him into the water again for a little longer. He again pulls him out
of the water and asks again, 'Have you found Jesus yet me brother?' The drunk again answers,
'No, oi I haven't found Jesus.' By this time the preacher is at his wits end and dunks the drunk
in the water again --- but this time holds him down for about 30 seconds and when he begins
kicking his arms and legs he pulls him up. The preacher again asks the drunk, 'For the love of
God have you found Jesus ?’ The drunk wipes his eyes and catches his breath and says to the
preacher, 'No I haven’t mate, are you sure this is where he fell in?'
Gerry Walsh sent us
these photos,
Above is an old disused
WW11 airstrip just out of
Butterworth, which was
used mainly for pilot
training for landings and
drops etc.
Even then, there was
still a few unsavoury
people hiding within the
tree line, which didn’t
give the aircrew a really
good feeling.....

D

RAAF Radschool Association Magazine – Vol 30
Page 13

Gerry, at Butterworth, 1975.
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Townsville – and the Caribou..
After 45 years of dependable service, the remarkable old Caribou has finally been retired. This
funny looking but well loved noisy old aeroplane has
worked almost everywhere, has carried almost
everything and over the years has been worked on
and flown by an awful lot of people. Over the
weekend, 7 - 8 November, 38 Squadron, which is
now based in Townsville, hosted an official farewell
function at the Townsville Base to say good-bye to
the old bird. People came from everywhere to help
celebrate and commiserate the event.
On Saturday morning (7 Nov) there was a combined
35 and 38 Squadron Colours Parade, which included
the formal laying-up of the 35 Squadron Colours. 35
Squadron, after being reformed in June 1966, has now been put to sleep once again.
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Following are photos taken over the weekend – the photos on the page have been compressed
to make loading faster. You can get better quality and clean copies of most by clicking on each
photo. Thanks to Ted McEvoy for some of the pics.

Above: At an impromptu ‘get together’ on the Friday afternoon at one of the local coffee shops,
are, L-R: Kev Trimmer, Ted Strugnell and Don Payne.

Right: Bob Meyer sitting with all his
mates….
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Above, at the coffee shop, Friday afternoon are:
Rear L-R: Alan Shaw, Bob Meyer, Trev Benneworth
Front L-R: Caroline Trimmer, Sue Trimmer, John Broughton.

A big thank you must go to John Sambrooks (left) who
organised everything on behalf of the ex-35 Squadron
bods. It was John who organised the accommodation,
the Friday night ‘get together’ at the RSL, the food and
the drink at Sunday morning’s ‘sick parade’ at the Surf
Club, the week-end’s transport, the T-shirts, the caps
and then cajoled us all to get off our back-sides and get
to Townsville.
Thanks Sambo!!
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On the Friday night, an un-official gathering was arranged at the Townsville RSL.

Col Knudsen,

A young bloke was walking through a supermarket to pick up a few things when he noticed an
old lady following him around. Thinking nothing of it, he ignored her and continued on. Finally
he went to the checkout line, but she got in front of him. "Pardon me," she said, "I'm sorry if my
staring at you has made you feel uncomfortable. It's just that you look just like my son, who just
died recently." "I'm very sorry," replied the young man, "is there anything I can do for you?"
"Yes," she said, "As I'm leaving, can you say 'Good bye, Mother’? It would make me feel so
much better." "Sure," said the young bloke. As the old woman was leaving, he called out,
"Goodbye, Mother!" As he stepped up to the checkout counter, he saw that his total was
$127.50. "How can that be?" He asked, "I only bought a few things!" "Your mother said that you
would pay for her," said the clerk.
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Peter (Dit) Eaton

Jim Maguire (left) and Dick Salter
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John McDougall (left)
and Stew Bonett

John Broughton (Left)
and Bob Costello.
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Wayne Oldfield and Alan Shaw.

At a nursing home a group of Seniors were sitting around talking about all their ailments. "My
arms are now so weak I can hardly lift this cup of coffee," said one. "Yes, I know," said another.
"My cataracts are so bad I can't even see my coffee." "What? Speak up! What? I can't hear
you! I can't turn my head because of the arthritis in my neck," said a third, to which several
nodded weakly in agreement. "My blood pressure pills make me so dizzy!" exclaimed another.
"I forget where I am, and where I'm going," said another. "I guess that's the price we pay for
getting old," said an old man as he slowly shook his head. The others nodded in agreement.
"Well, count your blessings, we’re all still alive" said one woman cheerfully . . ."and thank God
we can all still drive."
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Paula Forster, Valia Bonett and Colleen Rogers.

A teacher asks her class of 3rd graders to use the word "fascinate" in a sentence. Billy says "I saw an
air show. And it was fascinating." "Good, but I wanted you to use the word "fascinate" not " fascinating"."
She then calls on one of the girls sitting off to the left. "I saw some monkeys. They were fascinating."
one of the girls says. "Good, but I wanted you to use the word "fascinate", not fascinating".
" Little Johnny’s hand shoots up into the air and he calls "Teacher, teacher! I got one!" Uh oh, thinks the
teacher, but says, “Ok, go ahead, Johnny." Little Johnny says "My sister's shirt has ten buttons, but her
boobs are so big she can only fascinate!"
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On Saturday morning, after the parade, and before the evening’s festivities, 38 Squadron
organised a Squadron open day which gave everyone an opportunity to climb into and fiddle
with the aircraft and take photos of the old machines for the last time. It was also an excellent
opportunity to meet and greet long lost mates.

The old Caribou has seen a lot of changes during its time on the job – way back blokes on the
tarmac wore T-boots and shorts – and sometimes a cap. If it got cold, you wore your blue
overalls. Today, tarmac blokes wear visibility vests, ear muffs and protective clothing. We were
damn lucky to have survived !!!!.
A4-299 was the last Caribou delivered to the RAAF and as De Havs in Canada built only 307 of
them in total, it was one of the last off the line. It was accepted in May 1971 and arrived at
RAAF Richmond in June 1971, coming via the Pacific route.
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Over the years, as consecutive mods
were carried out, the radio rack has
shrunk considerably and all that heavy
old chassis equipment has been
replaced with modern lightweight sets,
and not a valve in sight!!!
These days there is heaps of room in
there to carry all sorts of things and
the weight gain would have been at
least 1 full 44 gal drum

One night four college students were partying until late and did not study for a test which was
scheduled for the next day. In the morning, they thought of a plan. They made themselves look
as dirty as possible with grease and dirt. They then went to the teacher and said that they had
gone to a wedding last night and on their return, a tyre burst on their car and they had to push
the car all the way back home and that they were in no condition to do the test. The teacher
kindly allowed them to do a re-test after 3 days. They thanked him and said they would be
ready by that time. On the third day, they went for their test. The teacher said that as this was
a Special Condition Test, all four were required to sit in separate classrooms. They all agreed
as they had prepared well in the last 3 days...The test consisted of 1 multi guess question,
worth a total of 100 Marks........
Question –
Which tyre blew out? a) Front Left b) Front Right c) Back Left d) Back Right

L

RAAF Radschool Association Magazine – Vol 30
Page 14

The Old and the New.

The Caribou stands on the tarmac in front of the RAAF’s newest transport aircraft, the Boeing
C17. The old Caribou had a crew of 3, two pilots and a loady, and carried a 4,000 kg load. It
had a range of 2,000 klm and a cruise speed of 280 klm/h. The C17 also has a crew of 3, two
pilots and a loady but can carry 72,500 kg. It has a range of 4,500 klm and a cruise speed of
800 klm/h.

Dawn and Bob (Tiger) McKernan,
seen at the Saturday ceremony. Bob
flew the Caribou and as a bright
eyed and bushy tailed Pilot Officer,
was posted to RTFV Vung Tau from
June 1965 to Feb 1966. Returning
to Australia, he was posted to
Richmond and the C130A. On
discharge, he flew with TAA, then
had several years and many
wonderful experiences with different
airlines such as Royal Air Morocco,
Kuwait Airways, Vietnam Airlines,
Constellation
airlines,
Asiana
Airlines after which he finally retired.
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The RAAF’s new Clarkters, not a lot of difference to the ones that were being used 40 years
ago.

Meeting for the first time in years, and checking out the old Caribou for possibly the last time
are, L-R: John Broughton, Trev Benneworth and Kev Rosser.
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Bob Meyer (Insts), Peter (Dit) Eaton (Sumpie), Al Aiken (Pilot) and Peter Thom (Framie).

John Broughton (Left) and
Laurie Lindsay.
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Some more of the girls whose presence brightened up the place, they are
L-R: Lynne Salter, Helen McCormick, Anne Oldfield, Paula Forster, Christina Pryce
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Ted McEvoy, Des Pryce, Dick Salter, Dunno, “Dutchy” Forster, Hugh McCormick, Dunno
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Inside the hanger, Saturday afternoon, about 3.00pm, after all had left, the troops moved in,
cleaned the place, re-arranged the furniture and got the hanger ready for Saturday night’s
“party.”

Ian Johnson
R
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Townsville – and the Caribou (Cont’d)..
On the Saturday night, after an hour or two of “nanna napping”, a quick tub and a change of
clobber, the blokes and the blokettes returned to the hanger for the “BASH”. This was
organised by 38Sqn and we must congratulate them because well organised it was.

Even though there was a huge crowd, there was heaps of room, the drinks were plentiful and
cold, the food was good, plenty of seats and tables for those that wanted them, there was
continuous video of the old ‘truck’ going into place aeroplanes shouldn’t and normally wouldn’t
go, the RAAF band keep up the music all night, there were lots of good friends to catch up with
and those that went and didn’t have a good time, well, it was their own fault.
Thanks Mr 38 Squadron……
Here are some of the people that went along; once again, the photos have been compressed to
allow for quick loading. You can download good quality and a clean copy of each photo by
clicking on it.

Be who you are and say what you feel because those that matter don't mind
and those that mind don't matter.

A

RAAF Radschool Association Magazine – Vol 30
Page 15

Anne and Wayne Oldfield
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“Chuck” Connors and
Pete DeJonge.
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John Donohue (left) and Peter Mansfield
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John Millsom
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Wally Jolley and Peter Thom

F

RAAF Radschool Association Magazine – Vol 30
Page 15

Bill Bishop and Wayne Oldfield
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Part of the 1,300 or so people that went along for the Saturday night “Bash”.
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And all the time old man Moose looked on……
Then, after all the festivities in the hanger were finished, and the sun had arisen once again, 35
Squadron blokes and their blokettes decided there was still some beer left in Townsville and
that they should do their best to rid the town of its evil menace, so off to the Surf Club they
went, with raging thirsts and evil in their eyes.
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The setting at the Picnic Bay Surf Life Saving Club (Surf????), where sick parade was held,
including a barbecue brunch and drinks which were served from the marquee.

John “Sambo” and Andria Sambrooks. John, no doubt
under instruction from Andria, (he is just a mere male
after-all….) organised most of the weekend.
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L-R: Ted Crawley, Alan Shaw, Al Pickering, Charley Ramsey, Trev Benneworth

Some more girls who brightened up the place are:
L-R: Christine Pryce, Anne Oldfield, Lyn Salter
L
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John Lindner, Des Lovett, Don Pollock.

Rear: Gil Bruce, Duane Millar.
Front: Sheena Millar, Kathy
Kershaw.
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Hugh and Helen McCormick
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John “JD” and Kaye Sharley.

Joy Everett, Adrian Everett, Graham Johnson, Elsie Johnson
O

RAAF Radschool Association Magazine – Vol 30
Page 15

Peter Mansfield, John Donohue, Col Knudsen, Wally Jolley.
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Barry “Sluggo” Patrick.

Murray and Brenda Coate.
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Ian “Beetle” Bailey and

L-R: Leslie
Rothwell, Grace
Browne, Mike
Escbach, Dell
Escbach, “Blue”
Browne, Trish
Searle, Greg
Searle, Tom
Mills.
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Nidge Murray, John “Sambo” Sambrooks, Andrea Sambrooks
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Peter Mansfield and Col
Knudsen

Rhonda Wood
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Peter Smith and Sue Lovett

The Shamrock Hotel where many an afternoon debrief was held.
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Avro Lancaster.
These pics are from the Saskatoon Control Tower as the crew of Avro Lancaster C-GVRA did a
couple of passes at Saskatoon Airport before going on to Winnipeg.

There's only two of these aircraft still flying in the world and recently one of them flew over
Saskatoon to promote the Canada Remembers Air Show, August 2009.

Over 400 Lancaster MK X's were built in Canada and shipped overseas for flying duty. In all,
there were 7,377 Lancasters, of all Marks, built.
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And throughout the entire world, only two still fly today, one in England and one in Canada. The
bomber is 102 feet (31.1 metres) long and just under 70 feet (21.4metres) wide. As a
comparison, the Hercules C130J is 98 feet (29.8 metres) long and 132.6 ft (40.4 metres) wide.
It can reach top speeds of 287 miles and hour and has four Rolls Royce Merlin Engines.

Men's Consideration for Women (by Kevin)
It is important for men to remember that, as women grow older, it becomes harder for them to
maintain the same quality of housekeeping as when they were younger. When you notice this,
try not to yell at them. Some are oversensitive, and there's nothing worse than an oversensitive
woman. My name is Kevin. Let me relate how I handled the situation with my wife.
Since I retired several years ago, it has become necessary for her to get a full-time job along
with her part-time job, both for extra income and for the health
insurance benefits that we needed. Shortly after she started working, I
noticed she was beginning to show her age. I usually get home from
the golf club about the same time she gets home from work. Although
she knows how hungry I am, she almost always says she has to rest
for half an hour or so before she starts dinner.
I don't yell at her. Instead, I tell her to take her time and just wake me
when she gets dinner on the table. I generally have lunch in the Men's
Grill at the club so eating out is costly and not reasonable and I'm ready
for some home-cooked grub when I hit that door. She used to do the
dishes as soon as we finished eating. But now it's not unusual for them
to sit on the table for several hours after dinner... I do what I can by
diplomatically reminding her several times each evening that they won't
clean themselves.. I know she really appreciates this, as it does seem
to motivate her to get them done before she goes to bed.
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Another symptom of aging is complaining, I think. For example she will say that it is difficult for
her to find time to pay the monthly bills during her lunch hour. But, boys, we take 'em for better
or worse, so I just smile and offer encouragement. I tell her to stretch it out over two or even
three days. That way she won't have to rush so much. I also remind her that missing lunch
completely now and then wouldn't hurt her any (if you know what I mean). I like to think tact is
one of my strong points.
When doing simple jobs, she seems to think she needs
more rest periods. She had to take a break when she was
only half finished mowing the lawn. I try not to make a
scene. I'm a fair man. I tell her to fix herself a nice, big,
cold glass of freshly squeezed lemonade and just sit for a
while and, as long as she is making one for herself, she
may as well make one for me too.
I know that I probably look like a saint in the way I support
her. I'm not saying that showing this much consideration is easy. Many men will find it difficult.
Some will find it impossible! Nobody knows better than I do how frustrated women get, as they
get older. However, guys, even if you just use a little more tact and less criticism of your aging
wife because of this article, I will consider that writing this was well worthwhile.
After all, we are put on this earth to help each other.
Sincerely, Kevin
EDITOR'S NOTE:
Kevin died suddenly on March 1 of a perforated rectum. The police report says he was found
with a Calloway extra long 50-inch Big Bertha Driver II golf club jammed up his rear end, with
barely 5 inches of grip showing and a sledge hammer lying nearby. His wife was arrested and
charged with murder... The all-woman jury took only 15 minutes to find her Not Guilty,
accepting her defence that Kevin somehow, without looking, accidentally sat down on his golf
club

Dust Storm.
On the 23rd September 2009, a large chunk of central Australia was blown over to the east
coast in the form of a dust storm. The photo below is how it looked in Brisbane.
What causes them??? Well, it’s not as simple as you might think……
As the force of the wind passing over loosely held particles increases, particles of sand first
start to vibrate, then to saltate ("leap"). As they repeatedly strike the ground, they loosen
smaller particles of dust which then begin to travel in suspension. At wind speeds above that
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which causes the smallest to suspend, there will be a heap of dust grains moving by a range of
mechanisms: suspension, saltation and creep.

Brisbane’s Story Bridge
The fine particles swirl around in the air during the storm. The scary thing about a dust storm is
that they can spread over hundreds of miles and rise over 10,000 feet (305 meters). They also
have wind speeds of at least 40 kph. Not strong enough to blow the feathers off a chicken but
still something worth avoiding.
A recent study finds that the initial saltation of sand particles induces a static electric field by
friction. Saltating sand acquires a negative charge relative to the ground which in turn loosens
more sand particles which then begin saltating. This process has been found to double the
number of particles predicted by previous theory.
Particles on the ground become loosely held mainly due to drought or arid conditions and wind
has varied causes. Gust fronts may be produced by the outflow of rain-cooled air from an
intense thunderstorm, or they may represent a dry cold front, that is, a cold front that is moving
into a dry air mass and is producing no precipitation. This is the type of dust storm which was
common during the Dustbowl years in the USA. Following the passage of a dry cold front,
convective instability resulting from cooler air riding over heated ground can maintain the dust
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storm initiated at the front. In desert areas, dust and sand storms are most commonly caused
by either thunderstorm outflows, or by strong pressure gradients which cause an increase in
wind velocity over a wide area.
The vertical extent of the dust or sand that is raised is largely determined by the stability of the
atmosphere above the ground as well as by the weight of the particulates. In some cases, dust
and sand may be confined to a relatively shallow layer by a low-lying temperature inversion. In
other instances, dust (but not sand) may be lifted as high as 20,000 feet (6,100 m) high.
Drought and wind contribute to the emergence of dust storms, as do poor farming and grazing
practices by exposing the dust and sand to the wind.

Baby's First Doctor Visit. A woman and a baby were in the doctor's examining room, waiting
for the doctor to come in for the baby's first check up. The doctor arrived, and examined the
baby, checked his weight, and being a little concerned, asked if the baby was breast-fed or
bottle-fed. 'Breast-fed,' the woman replied. 'Well, strip down to your waist,' the doctor ordered.
She did. He pinched her nipples, pressed, kneaded, and rubbed both breasts for a while in a
very professional and detailed examination. Motioning to her to get dressed, the doctor said,
'No wonder this baby is underweight. You don't have any milk.' “I know that”, said the woman,
I'm his Grandma, but I'm glad I came
A sandstorm can move whole sand dunes. Dust storms can carry large amounts of dust, so
much so that the leading edge of one can appear as a solid wall of dust as much as 1.6 km
(1 mile) high.
Dust storms don't just happen in the
middle of the desert. They can
happen in any dry area where loose
dirt can easily be picked up. Grains
of sand tossed into the air by the
wind usually fall back down to the
ground after a few hours. Smaller
bits of particles stay in the air for a
week or longer and can be blown
thousands of miles away.
Don't be surprised if you suddenly
see a dust storm heading your way.
Dust storms usually arrive without
warning and advance in the form of a big wall of dust and debris. The dust is blinding, making
driving impossible. Often they only last for a few minutes but storms usually leave serious car
accidents behind. If you're in a vehicle during a dust storm remind the driver to pull over to the
side of the road and keep the headlights on.
During the 1960s there were eight dust storms that caused some serious damage; 13 more in
the 1970s; 14 in the 80s and more than 20 in the 1990s. Recently Australia was having
problems with dust storms. Researchers said the storms cost Australia about $20 million a year
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in medical bills because of asthma and respiratory disease which is thought to be caused by
dust storms.
In mild dust storms it's still possible to walk around although you wouldn't want to. The best
thing to do is find safe cover in a building or stay in your car.

A linguistics professor was lecturing to his English class one day. "In English," he said, "A
double negative forms a positive. In some languages, though, such as Russian, a double
negative is still a negative. However, there is no language wherein a double positive can form a
negative".
A voice from the back of the room piped up, "Yeah, right !!"

Kopp-Etchells Effect
When helicopters pass through dust storms, contact of the
particles with the rotating blades produces either sparks or
static electricity. The phenomenon has been observed during
combat operations in Afghanistan. Michael Yon has
documented the effect, and has named it after two U.K. soldiers
who died there - "Kopp-Etchells"
When operating in sandy environments, sand hitting
the moving rotor blades erodes their surface. This can
damage the rotors and the erosion also presents
serious and costly maintenance problems. The
abrasion strips on helicopter rotor blades are made of
titanium, which is very hard, but less hard than sand;
so when a helicopter is flown near to the ground in
desert environments abrasion occurs, and at night
there is a visible corona or halo around the rotor
blades, caused by the sand hitting the titanium and
causing it to spark and oxidizing .
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Using high octane fuel.
RACQ
Putting a higher octane fuel in your car won’t boost its performance unless it’s designed for it.
Australian motorists are wasting millions of dollars a year pumping high performance fuels into
cars which gain no benefit from the high-profile, high-priced products. “The oil companies have
for years encouraged the view that there is
performance benefit in using a higher octane
fuel because they sell the premium fuel as a
premium product at a premium price,” warns
NRMA vehicle specialist Jack Haley.
“Run a Commodore or Falcon or any car
designed to run on 91 RON fuel on anything
higher and you are just wasting money on
octane. There is no advantage of power output
simply by putting a higher octane fuel in unless
the vehicle is designed to take advantage of it.”
Contrary to widely-held belief, the Research Octane Number (RON) of a fuel is not an
indication of power density and does not indicate greater performance potential says Haley. “It
is to do with the chemical makeup of the fuel,” Haley
explains. “There are over 100 different hydrocarbons in
petrol and by changing the proportion of those different
components (during refining) you can change the RON.
That has nothing to do with power output, it is entirely the
resistance of the fuel to knocking (rough engine running or
pinging).
“Most of the vehicles coming out of Europe are designed
for 95 RON because that is what they settled on as their
standard octane. Some of those will run on 91 RON with
some loss of power, but some won't and those engines will
`ping'. If you keep putting too low an octane fuel in those cars for a long time then it can lead to
long-term engine damage. “The rule of thumb is one per cent per octane number, so if you go
from 98 to 95 in a vehicle designed to run on 98 RON you will lose about 3 per cent of your
power output or increase your fuel consumption by 3 per cent. However, if you use 98 RON fuel
in a car designed to run on 95 there will be no benefit in power output or fuel efficiency.”
The growing availability of E10 fuel (a 10 per cent ethanol blend with basic unleaded fuel) is
adding to the confusion and threatening the warranties of many who regularly us the cheaper
fuel in high-end engines. "Ethanol just adds another level of complexity to the issue," Haley
says. "The E10 fuels do have a higher octane rating but it is generally around 93 or 94 which is
perfectly suitable for most cars that run on regular unleaded but still not high enough for most
European engines.”
The biggest danger is that the majority of those cars requiring the higher octane premium fuels
carry a claim to be ‘E10 compatible’ or ‘E10 Suitable’, a claim supported by the fuel companies
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using a list of ‘compatible’ models issued by the Federal Chamber of Automotive Industries, the
car industry's peak manufacturer body. The compatibility claim for those cars requiring 95 or 98
RON fuel appears to be based on the fact that the engines will indeed run on E10 fuel but not
to an optimum level and not without risk of damage which may not be covered by warranty.
"The engines in our cars are E10 compatible in that they will run on the fuel
but we do not recommend it," VW's Karl Gheling says. "The owners
handbook recommends minimum 95 RON fuel and that is what the warranty
is based on.” The E10 fuel currently available in Australia is not of a RON
number recommended for our engines, but that is not to say a premium
blend E10 will not be available in the future."
Mercedes-Benz spokesman David McCarthy says the E10 compatibility for engines rated at 95
and 98 RON should be regarded in the same light as a space-saver spare tyre. "It will get you
out of a hole in an emergency situation but you can not run them long-term. Certainly the cars
will run on it to get you to the next fuel station but it shouldn't be used on a regular basis."
Two men were sitting next to each other at a bar. After awhile, one guy looks at the other and
says, 'I can't help but think, from listening to you, that you're from Ireland.' The other guy
responds proudly, 'Yes, that I am!' The first guy says, 'So am I! And where about from Ireland
might you be'? The other guy answers, 'I'm from Dublin , I am.' The first guy responds, 'So am
I!' Sure and begorra. And what street did you live on in Dublin ? The other guy says, 'A lovely
little area it was. I lived on McCleary Street in the old central part of town.' The first guy says,
'Faith and it's a small world. So did I! So did I! And to what school would you have been going'?
The other guy answers, 'Well now, I went to St. Mary's, of course.' The first guy gets really
excited and says, 'And so did I. Tell me, what year did you graduate'? The other guy answers,
'Well, now, let's see. I graduated in 1964.' The first guy exclaims, 'The Good Lord must be
smiling down upon us! I can hardly believe our good luck at winding up in the same bar tonight.
Can you believe it? I graduated from St. Mary's in 1964 my own self!'
About this time, Vicky walks into the bar, sits down and orders a beer. Brian, the bartender,
walks over to Vicky, shaking his head and mutters,’ It’s going to be a long night tonight.' Vicky
asks, 'Why do you say that, Brian'? 'The Murphy twins are pi**ed again.

Antibacterial soaps:
Unnecessary risks, no benefits
Sarah Krupp
Make no mistake about it. They are everywhere. Your body is swimming in them, the keyboard
on your computer is blanketed, and that money you have in your wallet is a virtual
minefield. Bacteria are omnipresent.
I have two friends with vastly different approaches to these microscopic threats. One believes
the best way to beat them is to commune with them and recommends, only half jokingly, eating
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off the kitchen floor once a week to build up the immune system. The other friend washes his
hands incessantly and refuses to take public transportation for fear of infection. He tries not to
touch anything. And although this approach is stringent, the truth is, we are becoming more and
more like friend number two. We open toilet doors with paper towels and disinfect after every
handshake. In short, we are becoming a nation of
germaphobes.
Fearing the insidious little creatures that make us
sick but knowing we can't dodge them all, we aim to
destroy them with an arsenal of antibacterial hand
soaps, detergents, toothpaste, and even mattresses
and toys. It seems logical to want total eradication of
the microorganisms that cause illness, infection, and
in extreme circumstances, death.
Unfortunately, it's not that simple.
For starters, there is little proof that the antibacterial
soap you buy actually kills the most-dreaded microbes: S. aureus (staph) and E. coli. Plus,
living in a disinfected bubble can actually be bad for your health and the environment. Many
experts believe that too much sanitization weakens the immune system and may create lethal
superbugs that are antibiotic resistant. If that's not enough, the bacteria-killing chemicals go
down the drain and into our waterways, harming wildlife and via the food chain, potentially
ending up back in our bodies where they can present health risks.
Although you have likely heard at least some of this before, you probably still reach for the
antibacterial soap to clean your bathroom and wash your hands. The psychological draw is
undeniable. In fact, scientists' warnings have not dampened the burgeoning market.
Antibacterial products are a huge industry and make up nearly 80 percent of all liquid soaps. In
2003, there were fewer than 200 antibacterial products on the market; currently there are over
3,000.The biggest--and most publicized concern is whether antibacterial products, like the
overuse of antibiotics, will eventually create more of the untreatable bacteria we fear. By
creating a hostile environment, antibacterial agents promote strains of bacteria with certain
mutations that allow them to survive. These superbugs are also more likely to be immune to
antibiotics. The most commonly used antimicrobial component in soaps, triclosa, has already
shown resistance to S. aureous.
According to the US Food and Drug Administration and the American
Medical Association, anti-bacterial soaps are no more effective at
preventing infections than regular soaps. The bacteria-killing chemicals
in common over-the-counter anti-bacterial soaps are too diluted to kill
the heartier microbes that pose the most threat to humans. Plus, the
average person is a lazy hand washer. Most of us wash our hands for
less than ten seconds--five seconds is the norm--which gives the toxins
little chance to bind to the bacteria and do their job. In one study, a
standard strain of E. coli had to be bathed in store-bought antibacterial
soap for a minimum of two hours before being killed.
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Mutated strains survived for twice as long.
So, these antibacterial agents, having failed at their mission, are then washed down the drain
where they go on to cause serious environmental problems. Even after water purification, a
large percentage of the toxins remain, entering our waterways and our bodies. A 2007 study
min the USA detected triclosan in seventeen out of twenty-one people. The chemicals were
found in blood samples, urine, and breast milk. While it's not yet clear that these chemicals
negatively impact humans, animal studies show that triclocarban interferes with rat
reproduction and triclosan triggers tadpoles to mature into frogs at a much more rapid rate.
Because of their unknown effects in humans, many scientists advise against taking the
risk. There is also evidence that when triclosan is mixed with chlorine, even the low levels
common in drinking water, it creates a toxin that has been identified as a probable carcinogen.
While the research on the negative effects of antibacterial soaps is far from definitive, the
evidence that they are no better at preventing illness than regular soap is. So why use them? It
doesn't mean giving up on hygiene. Don't stop washing your hands--or start eating off the floor,
for that matter. Buy a regular bar or liquid soap that doesn't contain unnecessary chemicals or
look for brands with natural ingredients. And when you are washing your hands with your nonantibacterial soap, do it right. Lather up for ten seconds and rub hard. Exfoliation is the best
way to rid your skin of bacteria. Most importantly, until more is known about antimicrobial
chemicals, avoid them if you are pregnant or have an infant.
If triclosan and triclocarban are dangerous to humans, the smaller the body, the greater the
harm they can cause.

Pollution
Live Science has reported that the most polluted areas in
the world are typically little known even in their own
countries, yet they in total afflict more than 10 million
people.
The kinds of pollution in these areas not only lead to cancers, birth defects, mental retardation
and life expectancies approaching medieval levels, but the diseases are also often found all
around the globe.
"They cause an enormous amount of misery and harm, especially to children," Richard Fuller,
founder and director of the Blacksmith Institute, the New York-based environmental group who
released a report on these areas said.
The Top 10 most polluted places for 2006, in alphabetical order by country:

Linfen, China,

where residents say they literally choke on coal dust in the
evenings, exemplifies many Chinese cities;
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Haina, Dominican Republic,

has severe lead contamination because of lead battery
recycling, a problem common throughout poorer countries;

Ranipet, India,

where leather tanning wastes contaminate groundwater with
hexavalent chromium, made famous by Erin Brockovich,
resulting in water that apparently stings like an insect bite;

Mailuu-Suu, Kyrgyzstan,

home to nearly 2 million cubic meters of radioactive mining
waste that threatens the entire Ferghana valley, one of the
most fertile and densely populated areas in Central Asia that
also experiences high rates of seismic activity;

La Oroya, Peru,

where the metal processing plant, owned by the Missouribased Doe Run Corporation, leads to toxic emissions of
lead;

Dzerzinsk, Russia,

one of the country's
principal chemical
weapons
manufacturing sites
until the end of the
Cold War;

Norilsk, Russia,

which houses the
world's largest heavy metals smelting complex;

Rudnaya Pristan, Russia,

where lead contamination resulted in child blood lead levels
eight to 20 times maximum allowable U.S. levels;

Chernobyl, Ukraine,

infamous site of a nuclear meltdown 20 years ago; and

Kabwe, Zambia,

where child blood levels of lead are five to 10 times the
allowable EPA maximum.

The research team analyzed 35 polluted sites, narrowed down from more than 300 nominated
by local communities, non-governmental organizations and local, national and international
environmental authorities. The team was made up of international environment and health
experts, including faculty members from Johns Hopkins and Mt. Sinai Medical Center serving
on the technical advisory board of the Blacksmith Institute.
Sort of makes you glad you live in Australia – doesn’t it????
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Sick Parade.
If you know someone who is a bit crook,
let us know so we can give them a shout out..

The cutting below was taken from the Melbourne Herald Sun on Wednesday October 21. Dan
Nebauer was a Sumpie off 17th Appy Course (Lizards) that passed out in July 1965 and did a
tour of Vietnam with 35 Sqn from June 1967 to June 1968. We wish both of them good health
and good luck. A great story indeed. (Click on the cutting for a bigger view)

We’ve just heard that our friend in the UK, Richard Harcourt, and
his lovely wife Daphne, have been having a bad trot, health wise.
Dick had some heart problems late last year, which were
eventually sorted out earlier this year, but they recently received
the sad news that Daphne has now been diagnosed with cancer.
Both Dick and Daphne (right) were up at Butterworth many
moons ago, while Dick was with the RAF and they had many
friends amongst the RAAF blokes who were there at the same
time.
At the moment they are unsure of the extent of the cancer but will
know more after some more tests are completed in the next week
or so.
We wish you a speedy recovery Daphne and from here on we only want good news!!!

A

RAAF Radschool Association Magazine – Vol 30
Page 17

There once was a religious young woman who went to Confession. Upon entering the
confessional, she said, 'Forgive me, Father, for I have sinned." The priest said, 'Confess
your sins and be forgiven.' The young woman said, 'Last night my boyfriend made mad
passionate love to me seven times.' The priest thought long and hard and then said,
'Squeeze seven lemons into a glass and then drink the juice.' The young woman asked,
'Will this cleanse me of my sins?' The priest said, 'No, but it will wipe that smile off your
face.'
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Where are they now?
John Broughton is looking for Keith Beardsmore who used to live in North Richmond and Dick
Homewood who used to work on the Mirage’s Cyrano at Willytown,

Geoff Forsyth is looking for Jim Lamprecht. During 1967/68, he was the
Sgt RadTech at Base Support Flight (Geoff hasn’t said which base).
Does anyone know the whereabouts of Jim.
We're looking for Peter Kensett (right). Peter was on 41 RTC and
ended up at Willytown working on the Mirages. After his discharge,
which he was after about 6 months after he joined, Pete lived in
Toowoomba for a while but last we heard he was in the Nundah area of
Brisbane. Can anyone help.

So Paddy asks Murphy: "Why do Scuba divers always fall backwards off their boats into the
water?"
To which Murphy replies: "You thick shite - If they fell forwards they'd still be in the friggin boat"

Temora.
Noel Hatfield sent us some photos of the recent flying day at Temora –
28 November. The photos were taken by Kevin Leslie and you can see
them HERE

Retired Servicemen’s and women’s Superannuation
A
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Australian veterans and defence services council seeks case studies to further dispute
with government.
The Australian Veterans and Defence Services Council Inc (AVADSC), a national organisation
which represents its member ex-service organisations, provides a forum for consideration of
and, where necessary, joint representations on repatriation and conditions of service matters of
importance and concern to the Defence and veteran communities. For many years the erosion
of the superannuation benefits to retired service personnel has been a major source of
concern, particularly the method of indexation, which has resulted in a decline of living
standards of retired service personnel. A number of government enquiries have occurred to
which the RSL, DFWA and AVADSC have made submissions. However, nothing has been
changed and no progress has been made to adjust the declining situation.
AVADSC, in its submissions, has argued, amongst other issues, the
uniqueness of military service highlighting that those who join the
Defence Force commit to conditions distinct from other employment. The
submissions have also highlighted that the readiness of the Defence
Force is, and always has been, a critical factor that allows this country to
grow its international standing with all the economic, political and social
benefits that go with it.
The regular Defence Force is the force at immediate readiness to meet
government commitments and is custodian of the integrity and quality of
the capabilities and values that have made it possible for governments to
commit the Defence Force in ways that have advanced Australia’s
national objectives. Also members of the Defence Force experience
conditions of the military lifestyle that
disadvantage them when compared with civilian employment
whether private sector or the Public Service.
This contribution to an Australian lifestyle enjoyed by the general
community and the disadvantages of military service, recognised by
government studies over many decades, set the Defence Force
apart from all others in the community. In view of this uniqueness of
military service, AVADSC has argued that the superannuation provisions of defence personnel
should be segregated from those in civilian employment whether in the private sector or the
Public Service.
However, despite the force of AVADSC and other submissions, nothing
has been changed and the deterioration of the standard of living of
retired service personnel continues to decline to the extent that many are
now being forced to seek financial assistance from the safety net
provided by social services. This is degrading to those who are forced to
do this and is an inappropriate image of the outcome of Defence Force
service. Hence, AVADSC and the other larger organisations of current
and ex-military personnel have committed to continue
the fight to achieve an improved standard of living of
ex-military personnel. – all that is expected is that
B
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they will be able to live to a reasonable standard, not an unreasonable expectation of people
who have served this country in its military services and one which places a true value on their
worth.
To further its case with the Government, AVADSC is developing a portfolio of actual case
studies without names but based on real people to demonstrate in each case the failure of
retired pay to maintain quality of life standards.
The information we are seeking is:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Rank on discharge;
Number of years’ service;
Age on discharge;
Retired pay on discharge;
Current retired pay under military superannuation;
Employment and superannuation history after discharge;
Employment and superannuation history of spouse;
Home ownership factors, ie, whether still paying a mortgage;
Sources of income other than superannuation and social welfare;
Annual rate of pay for same rank in Defence Force;
Access to social welfare.
Children still living at home.

Accordingly, it would be appreciated if your organisation could distribute this request for case
studies amongst your members or constituencies and request their consideration of it. Any
queries or responses to this letter should be sent to
Doug Roser
C/o AVADSC
PO Box Q314
QVB Post Office
SYDNEY NSW 1230
Or you can EMAIL him.
We are encouraged in the merit of our argument for recognition of the unique circumstances of
military service by an article in the respected UK weekly, The Economist, which states that
there is ‘an argument for giving some public-sector workers, such as the police or the armed
forces, higher pay and benefits in the form of pensions’.
Ian Crawford
RADM RAN (RET’D)
National President
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Your say!
We received a note from Martin Edwards who says:
“I am an administrator of the adf-serials.com.au website. We too are a group of enthusiasts
dedicated to the history of the aviation of the Australian Defence Forces. We seek and usually
are given permission to use other peoples' material including photographs. It would appear that
you don't do this. The (recent) article on the loss of Macchi A7-039 is
lifted straight from our website including images however you failed to
ask for permission to use either and have not given any credit to
Grahame Higgs for the article. This is nothing short of plagiarism.
In another there are photographs of Dakota A65-114 and BAC-111 taken
by George Canciani. We do have his permission to use his photgraphs,
do you? I doubt it seeing as you didn't give him any credit. In the same
article the photograph of Dakota A65-65 has definitely been taken from
our site's image gallery. It has been cropped to remove the photographer credit. It is used again
on page 17 with the photographer’s name, Glyn Ramsden, that I added to the image when I
uploaded it.
In volume 29 on page 8 is a photograph of Sabre A94-955. This was taken by a member of our
team, Rod Farquhar. Again you have cropped the photo to remove his name. If we were asked
chances are you would of be given permission to use this material. However you didn't do this
so I will quote from our copyright notice;
"ADF-Serials has a responsibility to protect our contributors from those who would
plagiarise their material and therefore our policy is to take action where we believe
that theft of our data has taken place."
Therefore we demand that either the material mentioned above any other material that you
have used from our website without permission be removed or a full apology is issued and the
material correctly credited.”
We replied:
Martin, The Radschool Association is a not for profit organisation comprising mainly ex-RAAF
radio technicians and we have over a thousand readers. I get contributions from those readers
for the magazine, contributions which include text and photos. Normally, if a photo contains the
owner's same I will leave it be and not crop it out, however, I have no control over material that
is sent to me.
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I have checked into your claim and as it is fair and true, I have made the necessary corrections
to the articles in question. I apologise for this and will make every effort to ensure it does not
happen again. – tb

Mark Fielding, from the 9Sqn Association, would like to know if anyone can remember what
were the trading hours of the officer’s mess at Vung Tau. It is needed for the squadron history
which is being compiled.
Can anyone help, if so, let us know and we’ll pas on the info.

Geoff Forsyth wrote, It seems to me that the newsletters just seem to get better every volume.
Congratulations. Vols 28 and 29 brought back some memories for me, particularly of Bruce
Gluyas. I was posted to Base Support Flt in April 67, and was very quickly taken under the wing
of Bruce - despite the fact that I was RadTech and he was Teleg. He obviously knew more
about where I was going than me, because he brought me right up to date on conditions at Nui
Dat, (from where he had just returned), and less than a month later I started my recurring
postings to Nui Dat looking after those strange Teleg type equipments with gears and lots of
plugs and sockets. I remember Bruce as very friendly, and always keen to have a good time
after hours. In fact, Bruce shouted
me many many beers in Vung
Tau for my 19th birthday, and we
both had sore heads for several
days. I was saddened to here of
his passing and would like to
assure his daughter, Sol, that I
am one of many who think of
Bruce with fond memories.
A great article from Ernie Gimm in
Vol 29 which also brought back memories, because the ComCen area was very near Kangaroo
Control in Nui Dat. I also remember, as Ernie does, the shock of returning to palatial quarters at
Vung Tau after the tents of Nui Dat.

Steve Gladwin wrote: I was always worried that the Radschool magazine always referred to
stuff before my time, (34RAC 1980-1982). Much to my delight I can contribute a little bit to a
question on Page 19 re 136RTC. Vicki Sewell moved to Amberley to 482 Squadron, later
married John Weringer, also at 482Sqn. Not sure where she is after I left in 1990.
Concerning the second female, it was Monica Hemmingway. The motorcycle accident occurred
about a week before graduation. During their graduation parade, the graduating flight left her
position vacant within the ranks, not blocking down as is typical while marching.
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Graham Crawford wrote: There was a WRAAF Radtech long before 1980. I was an instructor
at Radschool from 1974 to 1979. I can't remember her Christian name, but her surname was
Benson. Her brother came through the school before she did and he topped all subjects. She
had a lot to live up to. My first awareness of her was when (Cpl) John Joiner, all sweaty, came
back to the office on his first day with a female Radtech on a course and said something along
the lines of "God, she's got a bloody good figure". (Actually, something else, but I'm not
repeating it). I don't know what other bases she went to, but I know she did a stint in 11 Sqn
Edinburgh.

Dave Claydon wrote, “Just some more information concerning the article on page 19 of Vol 29
about 136 RTC I was on 141RTC we did have a female Trainee on the course her name was
Monica Hemingway she was killed in a motorcycle accident a tragic accident that claimed a life
that had so much potential it saddened us all. I remember we were just about to escape Rads
after all the hard work and study - you all know that feeling. We had our postings, I was off to
ATTU as a Groundie and Monica was going to Richmond as an air tech, she was getting a lift
with me
I seem to remember there was
another female, Radtech trainee
between 136RTC and 141RTC I
can not remember her name
maybe someone will.
Also shared a room with two of the
blokes in the photo Andy Wright
(Back row 2nd on left and Craig
???? (Back row 4th on left) Also
recognised Eric Diender front row
2nd left.
I really enjoy the Magazine always enjoy reading it as it brings back fond memories, Rad
School was hard yakka but the remaining 4 years at ATTU was a time I look back on and
realize the jollies we went on and Exercises I never did again experience.
I am still recovering from K83 after spending 4 weeks in the Navy Base Rockingham WA a very
wet camp compared with the guys at the other end of the HF radio cct in Roeburn Northern WA
a very dusty dry camp I am sure they could smell the grog over the HF link.
Keep the mags coming.
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Jim Lander wrote, Hi. Still plenty of interest in the rads maint flight photo I sent in some time
ago. The lady far right front row is Sgt Margeret Hemsworth and she was MCO I/C the library.
Also middle row second from right is Cpl Ian Gartner.
The Bus Ride
Two ladies’ bowling teams, one of all Blondes and the other of all Brunettes, charter a doubledecker bus for a weekend trip from Sydney to Newcastle. It was agreed that the Brunette team
rode on the bottom of the bus, and the Blonde team would ride on the top level. The Brunette
team down below really whooped it up, having a great time, when one of them realized she
hadn't heard anything from the Blondes upstairs. She decided to go up and investigate. When
the Brunette reached the top, she found all the Blondes in fear, staring straight ahead at the
road, clutching the seats in front of them with white knuckles. The brunette asked, 'What the
heck's going on up here? We're having a great time downstairs!' One of the Blondes looked up
at her, swallowed hard and whispered....... 'YEAH, BUT YOU'VE GOT A DRIVER!!!!'
We heard from Peter “Pygmy” McAndrew who said: “Well it has finally happened, after all
those years, Jill and I are now permanently back in Oz. We are still using this email address
and are now living on the Sunshine Coast.”
Peter “Dit” Eaton recently wrote to The Hon Dr Mike Kelly AM MP,
re the Disposal of the DHC4 Caribou aircraft. He sent us a copy. He
wrote:
“Firstly, I thank you for you efforts regarding the lack of proper
indexation of DFRB, DFRDB, MSA and Com Super recipients. That
successive Governments have treated long serving members of the
Australian Defence Forces in their retirement in a lesser manner
than other pension recipients, is not palatable in any way.
However there is another matter that I personally find potentially
disturbing.
This is, with the recent retirement of the DHC4 Caribou from RAAF service, it would appear that
no flying example of a true Australian War Bird is not going to be preserved. I would be
surprised if you did not fly in one of these aircraft during your Military service.
I acknowledge that one aircraft is going to the AWM at Canberra, and one to Point Cook, but
neither of these will be maintained in a flying state, or displayed as such. I do know that A4-140
has recently had a major servicing completed, and was displayed at Townsville at the
retirement parade.
There has been no real mention of what the fate of the remaining serviceable aircraft is to be,
apart that they are 'up for disposal'. I hope that this does not mean they will be given to some
third world country, only to be left to rot at the end of some airstrip, as happened with the CAC
27 Sabres which went to Malaysia and Indonesia. I will not mention the fate of the Mirage
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aircraft that went to Pakistan, as that seems to be a state secret. I also find the condition of
most aircraft displayed at 'Main Gates' to be disturbing to people who have worked on these
aircraft during their RAAF careers.
There are at least two organisations that are
capable of keeping examples of the Caribou in a
flying condition. Temora Aviation Museum, which I
know would like to be given trusteeship of one, and
the Historical Aircraft Restoration Society (HARS)
which is situated at Wollongong Aerodrome and
which is completing restoration of a DC 4. The DC
4 uses similar Pratt and Whitney R2000 engines.
Both are in close electorates to your Eden Monaro.
As a member of 35 Sqn in 1969, I am asking you to endeavour by lobbying your fellow
politicians, and the Government, to help keep some examples of an aircraft that has served
Australia for 45 years, in Australia, and more importantly, in flying condition, so that aircraft
enthusiasts, and others, can enjoy sound and vision of this unique aircraft in the air for the
future.
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News and Reunions!

9TAC Reunion
January 2010 marks the 20th Anniversary that 9TAC formed and
commenced training.
Past and present members of 9TAC, Apprentice Squadron Staff
and RAD School Instructors of the 1990-1992 era are invited to
attend a 9TAC, 20 Year Reunion at the Kent Hotel, 370
Rathdowney St, North Carlton, Melbourne on Saturday 13th
March 2010. Kick off is 6.30pm for Dinner and Drinks.
Click here for the invitation.
RSVP 22nd January 2010.
For further information,
Email Craig Dixon
or ring on 0438 649 464

Don't sweat the petty things and don't pet the sweaty things.

Brief History of the Radio Appy Scheme.
The Radio Apprentice School was formed at RAAF Frognall in December 1947. No 1 Course
(comprising 16 trainees) began training in the first week of
February 1948. Formal radio training was undertaken by the Royal
Melbourne Institute of Technology (EMIT) and this arrangement
continued for the next 26 years. From 1948 until 1960 each new
intake of Radio Apprentices undertook a common course; this was
the first six months of RM1Ts Associateship Diploma in
Communication Engineering.
A

RAAF Radschool Association Magazine – Vol 30
Page 20

Those who passed this common course continued with the Diploma course for a further 2½
years followed by one year at the RAAF School of Radio (RADS) which was then located at
Ballarat in Victoria. On successfully completing this four-year training period, apprentices were
awarded their Associateship Diplomas.
Some were selected for a further years
study at RMIT to qualify for a Fellowship
Diploma,
after
which
they
were
commissioned. Those apprentices who
failed the site month common course were
streamed into RMIT’s Radio and Electronics
Technician Certificate course. This was an 18 month course, and those who passed did a
further eight months training in applied electronics at PADS before finally graduating.
In 1961 RADS moved from Ballarat to Laverton. So did the Radio Apprentice School which, on
1 May 1961, was reformed within RADS as Radio Apprentice Squadron. 1961 also saw the
abolition of the six month common course at RMIT. Entrants
selected for RAAF apprenticeships did RMIT’s Radio and
Electronics Technician Certificate course plus eight months in
applied electronics at RADS. Entrants selected for the
Diploma course went to Frognall as Officer Cadets.
In 1969 RMIT replaced its Technician Certificate course with a
two year Trade Technician course. All RAAF Radio
Apprentices undertook this course followed by a further eight
months training at RADS. The RAAF’s long association with
RMIT ended in 1975, since than all Radio Trade Apprentice
training has been conducted at RADS.
The Technologist Apprentice Scheme
1982 saw the introduction of the Technologist Apprentice Scheme to supplement the existing
Radio Trade Apprentice scheme. This new scheme arose from a perceived need to train
tradesmen capable of adopting a systems approach to the maintenance of modem, complex
high-technology aircraft now in RAAF service. Unlike their trade Apprentice counterparts whose
two year course is conducted entirely at RADS, Technologist Apprentices undertake a three
year Certificate of Technology course at Footscray College of TAFE as well as specialist
training at RADS. 1988 saw the Certificate of Technology course upgraded to an Associate
Diploma in Engineering (Electronics).

One tequila, two tequila, three tequila, floor
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Pandanus Park.
Mark Fielding has just finished designing and posting the website for Pandanus Park on Cape
York. The web address is www.pandanusparkinc.com which does not yet show up on search
engines but will eventually. Please take the time to have a look at the site.

If man evolved from monkeys and apes, why are there still monkeys and apes?

Houdini - Centenary of Australian Flight
On 18th March 1910, Harry Houdini made the first officially recorded controlled powered flight
in Australia at Diggers Rest, Victoria. The "Houdini - Centenary Air Show" is being held on
Saturday 20th March 2010 to commemorate this
significant achievement in Australia's aviation history.
Flying displays will showcase aircraft that have played
a significant role in Australian skies over the last 100
years and will feature solo displays, formations flying
and aerobatics. On the ground you will be able to walk
around beautifully restored aircraft and meet the pilots
who fly them, look at vintage and rally cars, while the kids will be entertained with aircraft
making and other activities.
Come and see the displays and meet the people who make aviation what it is today, and be a
part of Australia's aviation history as it enters the next 100 years.
More information HERE

CANNON BALLS!!! DID YOU KNOW THIS?
It was necessary to keep a good supply of cannon balls near the cannon on old war ships. But
how to prevent them from rolling about the deck was the problem. The storage method devised
was to stack them as a square based pyramid, with one ball on
top, resting on four, resting on nine, which rested on sixteen.
Thus, a supply of 30 cannon balls could be stacked in a small
area right next to the cannon. There was only one problem -- how
to prevent the bottom layer from sliding/rolling from under the
others.
The solution was a metal plate with 16 round indentations, called,
for reasons unknown, a Monkey. But if this plate were made of
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iron, the iron balls would quickly rust to it. The solution to the rusting problem was to make
them of brass - hence, Brass Monkeys.
Few people realize that brass contracts much more and much faster than iron when chilled,
consequently, when the temperature dropped too far, the brass indentations would shrink so
much that the iron cannon balls would come right off the monkey. (The CTE of brass is 20.3 and the
CTE of Iron is 11.8)
Thus, it was quite literally, cold enough to freeze the balls off a brass monkey.
.
What if there were no hypothetical questions?

Albury get together.
Neil Hunter says the Telstech people who didn’t travel to Albury for the recent get together
missed a most enjoyable weekend! He says “The total count of
attendees was 41. The venue was great and the food
outstanding - here is what you missed:
•
•
•

Smoked chicken Caesar salad or prawn and mango salad
for entrée.
Riverina rack of lamb or Beef Wellington for main, and
Fresh fruit salad or Apple Strudel for sweets,
accompanied by your choice of beverage.

Now where else could you get a spread like that for $30?
Interestingly, the “Thieves Cup” appeared, courtesy of Nipper
McGilvery (who else), and while he was explaining what it was
all about, it disappeared - why don't I find that so surprising!
Look for news of its new home soon. For those who don't know
the story, it came originally from the Army at Bringelly, following a chequered career; the RAAF
took it over on the opening of RAAFTUS. The cup is at all times to be on full view, and the aim
of the exercise is to 'flog' it without being caught. It currently carries its own set of campaign
ribbons, having been to Timor and the Middle East, and
engraved shields, showing where it has been. Soon there
will be the full story published on the Telstechs web site”.

Radio Museum.
If you’re interested in old things radio, and you live in the
Sydney area, then you should take yourself up to Kurrajong
to visit the Radio Museum as it’s definitely worth a visit.
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The museum is open between 10.00am and 5.00pm most weekends and the entry fee is $10
per adult and $5 for billy lids. Before you head off, it’s probably worth phoning to make sure it’s
open – the number is 02 4573 0601.
Their web site is http://www.vk2bv.org/museum/
The museum is a privately funded operation displaying many aspects of radio and is run by Ian
O'Toole.
There are lots of sounds to listen to, Morse Keys and buzzers just waiting to be warmed by
fingers, tele-printers to be tried and several hundred radios and related items to be looked at.

Is there another word for synonym?
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