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Sadly, in the few months 
since our last issue, we 
have once again lost 
some very good mates.  
 
 
See Page 2 

Our lovely Page 3 girl 
this time is Jeanette 
Kiorgaard. As well, we 
have some photos of 
ancient Appy courses 
and some ancient Brooky 
blokes. 
 
See page 3 

 

Sam has some useful 
advice for users of MS-
Outlook and explains 
the confusing 
Permissions file-
protection system. 
 
See page 4 

The Qld Air Museum at 
Caloundra recently 
hosted a ceremony to 
remember all RAAF 
personnel lost during all 
conflicts.  
 
 
See page 5

 

Sam's got the new 
pension rates and 
discovers a new and 
revolutionary bra, a 
product in which he 
holds great interest. 
 
See page 6 

 
Rod Faux, who now lives 
up in Thailand, tells us his 
story. 
 
 
See page 7  

Allan George has 
scoured the web to find 
some interesting and 
quirky items - and, if 
you're thinking of going 
flying, he's got some 
good advice. 
 
See Page 9 

The Gov't has finally 
allocated funds for the 
blokes who worked on 
and were affected by that 
stuff in the F-111 fuel 
tanks and, if you're hard 
of hearing, then there's 
good news for you too.  
 
See Page 11

 

Senator Michael 
Ronaldson has 
introduced a bill into the 
Senate which, if passed, 
will bring those living on 
DFRDB back from the 
brink of poverty.  
 
See Page 13 

Ian Johnston had a stall 
at the recent Historical 
Radio Society's fair in 
Canberra and we have 
some data and photos of 
that Qantas A380. 
 
See page 14 

 

Keith Dudman 
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reminisces about his 
time at Ballarat and if 
you couldn't sleep 
worrying about the origin 
of Kilroy - well, we have 
the answer. 
 
See page 16 

We're looking for a few 
people, perhaps you can 
help. 
 
See page 18 

 

This is where you have 
your say. We look 
forward to getting your 
letters - so please keep 
them coming. 
 
See page 19 

If you've got a reunion 
coming up, or if you've 
got some news, let us 
know and we'll publicise 
it. 
 
See Page 20  

 

  
Grant. 
 
Back in April we applied for a $7,000 grant under the Commonwealth's Veteran and 
Community Grants Program to enable us to purchase a new computer, software and
printer. Our little Canon LBP3200 printer could print a copy of the RAM in about 30
minutes and the little Toshiba was making hard work of it, trying to juggle Frontpage,
Paint Shop Pro, Adobe Acrobat, Office 2010 and Windows Commander while trying to 
put together this magazine and occasionally it used to dig in its heels and refused to
go any further. 
 
Well, on the 5th November, we received a letter from the Minister for 
Veterans' Affairs, Warren Snowdon MP, which advised that the grant 
had been approved. 
 
We wish to publicly thank the minister for approving the grant and 
allowing us to purchase the new equipment (which has already been 
bought) and with which we will be able to continue to produce the 
RAM far into the future. 
 
We also wish to thank the DVA office in Brisbane for their invaluable assistance in
helping us put together the application for the grant. If you are having troubles, always
contact your local DVA office, you will find that they are definitely there to help.. 
 
We will now apply for a RADSCHOOL domain name and once that is registered, we
will move everything over to the new site, but first we have to be registered with the
Tax office as a non-profit organisation, which means we have to apply for an ABN -
which we have done, but as everyone, who has had dealings with Canberra's
bureaucrats knows, that all takes time - buckets of it. And!  with Christmas creeping 
up, we don't expect to hear too much from them this year - SO!!  more on all that in 
our next issue. 
 
Below is a pic of the new equipment that now belongs to the RAAF Radschool
Association. For those interested, we bought a Brother MFC-9450CDN printer with 
spare toner drums, Toshiba Qosmio X500/06C laptop, Western Digital 1TB back up
drive plus Windows 7 Ultimate, Office 2010 and Adobe Acrobat 10. 
 
So!  No more excuses.....  
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Errors 
 
We try and make sure this magazine is as accurate as possible and that it contains no
errors. If you find any, be they incorrect links, spelling mistakes, factual errors, please
let us know so we can correct them. You can contact us by using the link at the top of 
each page. 
 
 
Membership 
 
We still get mails from blokes asking why their name does not exist on the "List of
Members", even though they joined some time ago and sent in their $10.00.  
  
As we've said, our old data base was so far out of date that it was 
next to useless so we had to ditch it and start again. We now do it all 
on line so there is nothing to print out and post in and as there are 
no costs involved, joining is now free.  
 
Please check the list of names and if your name isn't there, please click on the "Join 
the Association" tag (there's one on the top of each page) fill in the details and send it
to us. 
 
Also, if you change your address, or phone numbers or email address, or you just want
to say hello, or you want to give us a tongue lashing, you can do so by clicking on the
"Contact Us" tag, also at the top of each page and filling in the details. It's so easy
even an instrument fitter could do it, it's all done on line, no printing out forms and no
postage. 
 
Over the past couple of months we have been able to put a bunch of people in contact
with long lost mates - but that's only because we have your details. Please click on the
Join the Association tag and fill it in, the more people that join the more we can match
up .  
 
We don't and won't give out your details to anyone so there is no risk of you being
spammed.  
 
Index. 
 
The Index is now finished - all references have been linked so if you're looking for a
topic or a photo of someone, click on the Index link on the top of each page and just 
follow the links.  
 

Merry Christmas to you all - see you next year!!! 

 
As usual, you can download the full magazine in PDF format  HERE.  

 
Now that we have the colour printer, we can print, bind and post you a colour copy if 

you wish, 
but there will be a cost. Each copy will cost $20, with the majority of that being 

postage. 
Of course, the links won't work but the rest will be there.
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If you want a copy let us know via the "Contact Us" link on the top of each page. 

 
   

Main Menu     Forward 
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IN MEMORANDUM 
 

 

 
Recently, I was speaking with Pat Carter, the wife of an old mate and she told me that, sadly, 
her husband, Geoffrey 
Lawrence Carter, had 
passed away. I first met 
and have fond memories 
of Geoff, who everyone 
knew as “Nick”, at 
Radschool back in 
1966/67 where he spent 5 
or 6 years as a Sergeant 
instructor. A few of us 
were having trouble trying 
to make sense of multi 
vibrators and oscillators 
and square wave 
generators which were 
being taught to us by an 
EDO – a bloke who had 
lots of experience in the class room, but unfortunately, none on a bench. We mentioned this to 
Nick, and unselfishly, he made himself available, after hours, to explain the workings of the flip 
flop and other wiz bang thingies. He spent many hours with us, in his own time, and eventually 
we got the hang of the little doovers and were able to get through the finals.  
 
We next met him in Vung Tau in 1969/70 where he was the Sgt in charge of 35 Squadron 
radio, (above) and where he spent many hours taping records for all and sundry on his „you-
beaut‟ auto reverse reel to reel tape deck and where he did the odd foreigner or twenty.  
 
In later years, Nick suffered from lung cancer for some time, and unfortunately, in the end his 
heart failed him and he died on the 9th December, 2008. He was 78. He was a good mate to a 
lot of people and will be sadly missed by many. 
 
 
 
Dennis Pearce advises that Dick Whitman, DFC, AFC, recently passed away. Dick flew in the 
Korean War, the Malaysian conflict and in Vietnam with 2 Sqn and 9 Sqn. Dennis says he had 
been visiting Dick on a monthly basis and even though his body was very frail, and he was 
constantly on oxygen, his mind remained very alert. His dear wife Nat passed away about 3 
months ago. Dick was one of the old time pilots who sported a fine moustache and flew some 
38 types of aircraft. His favourite was the Mustang, which in his words was a damn fine aircraft 
to fly. Dick was buried on the 13th September. I have lost a good old friend in Dick and may he 
rest in peace with his beloved Nat.  
 
Frank Alley remembers Dick from Laverton, see HERE 

http://www.austradesecure.com/radschool/Vol24/Page9.htm
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Steve Hartigan advises that Bob Cuttriss passed away on the 31st August 2010, in the early 
hours of the morning in Melbourne after a long illness. Bob joined the RAAF on No 36 
Navigators Course in 1968, and after an operational tour in Vietnam on Canberras, (Dec 1969 
to Sept 1970) continued his flying career on C-
130s and KC-135s. One of Bob's last postings 
was as CO Base Squadron Laverton before 
retiring in 1990. 

 
Bob was buried near Williamstown, (Vic) on Friday 
3 September following which there was a wake in 
his honour at the Sanctuary Lakes Golf Club, 
(right) where he was a valued member of the 
executive. 
 
 
 
OOOPS!!! 
 
Earlier this year we received an email from Maree 
(no names, no pack-drill) who said that Ron Oddy 
(right), who was on 9RMT, had passed away in July 
2007. We printed the notice of Ron‟s demise in 
Vol32 and we were very quickly notified by several 
of his mates that Ron was indeed alive and still 
furiously kicking.  
 
So we pulled the notice and hunted Ron down, and 
sure enough, we are pleased to say that Maree was, 
to say the least, horribly wrong!!! 
 
Ron would like everyone to know he is still very 
much alive and well and living in Melbourne. 
 
(Thanks Angus!! – tb) 
 
 
 
Dick Tracey wrote to say that on the 31 August, Chris Lovett, who lived in Perth and was off 
16 Radio Appy course, passed away peacefully, aged only 63 years. Chris suffered from 
vicious cancer tumours in his skull. Dick said that Chris‟s brother, Rick, who was on 20 Appy, 
rang him and told him the sad news. 
 
Alf Valentine said he attended Chris‟ funeral along with a large crowd of friends and family and 
later went back to Chris and Sandy‟s place with quite a number of them. He says “Chris was a 
universally well liked bloke and almost all commented on his wisdom and integrity. I guess my 
lasting impression of Chris is of a real decent bloke who travelled his own road (he never did 
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anything just because all the rest were doing it) and never spoke ill of anyone. His wife Sandy 
has asked me to pass on her very sincere thanks for the best wishes and support she‟s 
received in the last week or so. She is obviously doing it tough but also has a realistic attitude 
and a strong network of friends and family. I‟m sure that Sandy will be able to get her life in 
order once the grieving is over. We (for we, read Val) ended up arranging for flowers to be sent 
to Sandy from 16 Course members - they were a large tub of tulips as Val thought that Sandy 
might like to subsequently plant the bulbs. For those of you who don‟t know, the Lovett house 
has a magnificent garden and Sandy is a very keen gardener so she was delighted with the 
tulips and they will eventually end up somewhere in the grounds of Chateau Lovett.” 
 
“I knew Chris was younger than me but his birthday (64th) wasn‟t until 4th November – far too 
young. Rick Lovett remains the same good bloke he always was and passes on his best wishes 
to any old colleagues out there who might remember him. 
 
 
 
Ray “RG” Thompson wrote to say that he had recently received a note from Zeta Brown (Col 
Shepherd's sister-in-law) informing him that Col Shepherd had passed away on the 31st 
August. Col‟s death was quite sudden. He had been in hospital for about 2 weeks and Robin 
(his wife) took him home on the Monday and then found him dead in the bathroom on Tuesday 
morning. RG said “Shep” and he were good mates and shared the same room in Butterworth 
for 2 years. 
 
 
 
Steve Hartigan advises the sad news that Roy “Nugget” Hibben 
(right) passed away early on Tuesday 5 October, he was 83 years 
old. Nugget suffered a severe stroke on Sunday 3 October, followed 
by a seizure and was placed in an induced coma and kept 
comfortable in his nursing home.  
 
Roy was the CO of 9 Squadron in Vung Tau from May, 1969 to May 
1970.  
 
In 1962, he was awarded the Queen's Commendation for Valuable 
Service in the Air, in 1967 the Air Force Cross, and in 1971 A 
Companion of the Distinguished Service Order. 
 
See entry in our previous issue HERE. 
 
Roy was buried on Monday the 11th October, 2010 at Kiama, NSW, 
following which a wake was held. 
 
 
 
Mick Lawson advises, “It is with regret that I have to pass on the following. I received a letter 
from Carol Patten, daughter of Kenneth Stanley Peddey of Downer in the ACT who informs us 
of the death of her father on 29 August 2010. She wrote:”  "Ken was a proud member of the 
Djinnang organisation and his family would like to pass on their sincere thanks for the many 

http://austradesecure.com/radschool/Vol32/Page17.htm
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years of camaraderie and joy that he gained by being a member." Ken is survived by his wife 
Gwynith. 
 
 
 
Neil Hunter advises, “It is my sad duty to advise of the passing of one of the RAAF's characters, 
Harry William “Horse” Park. To those that knew him, Horse was one of a kind. He was, to my 
knowledge the last blacksmith in the RAAF. Harry was buried at Altona North (Vic) on Friday 
the 15 October, 2010.  
 
 
 
Diane Dirou advises:  “It is with great sadness that I advise the 
passing of Rex Robert Budd (right) on Thursday 4th November 
after a short battle with cancer. He was 75 years old.  
 
Rex served with 2 Air Trials Unit (Meteor); 2 Fighter Operational 
Conversion Unit; 3, 76, 79 Fighter Squadrons (Vampire and Sabre) 
and 5 and 9 Squadrons (Iroquois and 'Bushranger' gunships). He 
served 2 operational tours in Vietnam with 9SQN between 1968 
and 1970 and was the first RAAF pilot to log 1000 hours in Vietnam 
and the 3rd of 5 gunship flight commanders. He was awarded the 
Distinguished Flying Cross on the 2nd April 1970. 
 
His funeral was held in Kuranda QLD on Monday 8 November followed by a private cremation.  
 
The following eulogy appeared in the Queensland Country Life, Town and Country segment, on 
Thursday, 18th November, 2010. 
 
 

'It was somewhere deep in the South East Asian rainforest where Rex Budd 
extracted six SAS troops who had been sprung on ground by the enemy in 1969. At 
the grace of Huey helicopter, Rex managed to lift the patrol attached to 150 foot 
ropes out of the jungle while dodging bullets being fired in, through and around the 
helicopter.  
 
As Australia stopped last week to remember those who sacrificed their lives on the 
battle field, somewhere up in the top end of Queensland, a group of helicopter 
pilots, comrades and family members gathered to celebrate the life of a bloke who 
has left a long legacy behind him - that being the life of Rex Budd.  
 
Rex grew up at Murwillumbah and attended high school in Armidale. After 
graduation he spent time at Nerrigundah station outside Quilpie roo shooting and 
filling in time until he was old enough to join the air force.  
 
Arthur Budd, Rex's brother said when they were kids they use to love making model 
aeroplanes and dreamt about being pilots.  
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It wasn't until Rex joined the Queensland University Squadron at Archerfield many 
years later to undergo National Service that he was accepted into Air Force pilot 
training.  
 
Following graduation as dux of his pilot course, he served in flying roles with two Air 
Trials Unit (Meteor); two Fighter Operational Conversion Units; 3, 76, 79 Fighter 
Squadrons (Vampire and Sabre); 5 and 9 Squadrons (Iroquois and Bushranger 
gunships) and in administrative appointments with other units.  
 
Rex served two operational tours of duty with 9 Squadron between 1968 and 1970 
flying Iroquois helicopters during the Vietnam War. He was the first RAAF pilot to 
log 1,000 hours during that campaign and was the third of five Bushranger gunship 
flight commanders, all having previously flown fighter aircraft. He was awarded the 
Distinguished Flying Cross for his superior leadership, courage and devotion to duty 
during 625 days service overall in Vietnam. No. 9 Squadron bartered equipment 
from the Americans for Australian beer and slouch hats before funding was 
eventually allocated to officially acquire weapons kits for the gunships.  
 
Rex was never more at home then he was chasing bullocks back home on 
Australian soil. After returning from Vietnam he started his own helicopter mustering 
business based in Mareeba and became a pioneer of the game.  
 
He recognised the skills needed from people that understood stock and had worked 
in the bush. His philosophy was it was much easier to teach a ringer how to be a 
helicopter pilot then it was to teach a helicopter pilot how to be a ringer.  
 
"He felt a great sense of responsibility and ensured they got the training," friend and 
co-business owner with Rex, Jerry Collins said.  
 
In 1972 before chopper mustering was common in Queensland, Rex was sent to 
Highbury station where Kerry Slingsby was headstock man at the time.  
 
For the first time Kerry sat in a helicopter with Rex which marked the beginning of a 
long friendship. Highbury station soon invested in their own helicopter and own 
pilot, a pilot with little livestock experience. It was over a bottle of rum that Rex 
learnt about this inconvenient situation and so he suggested to Kerry to go and 
learn how to fly a chopper himself.  
 
"He wrote me out a cheque for $1000 and we went to bed full of rum," Kerry said. 
About a week later Rex returned and said 'what are you doing - I'm fair dinkum.' 
And so Kerry sold all his personal belongings and Rex sent him over to Long Beach 
in America where he learnt how to fly.  
 
While Kerry was in America he received a telegram from Rex which read “by now 
you will think a helicopter is totally impossible to fly but stick at it and it will come to 
you”.  
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"Those words put that much encouragement in me," Kerry said.  "His faith in me 
was what changed me. He convinced me I could do it." "That's the sort of person he 
was."  
 
When Kerry returned to Australia Rex gave him a mustering endorsement.  
 
Eventually Kerry ended up at Kununurra in the Kimberley where he started his own 
business. Slingsby helicopter's, originally a mustering organisation, began in 1984 
and later branched into charter and tourism. By the time Kerry sold the business 
two years ago, he owned 25 helicopters and 25 planes.  
 
Kerry was just the first pilot lucky enough to be taken under Rex's wing. Other pilots 
included Eric Webb, Emerald, Mike Tully, Cloncurry and Jerry Weaden, all of whom 
have had their own successful helicopter mustering businesses.  
 
"Once you're a friend of Rex's you're a friend for life," Kerry said.' 

 
 
 
 
John “Sambo” Sambrooks advises the passing of Alex Martini on the 2nd August, 2010. from 
heart problems. Alex was a framie and served as a Cpl load-master with 35 Squadron Vung 
Tau from Oct 1967 to Oct 1968. He lived in Deniliquin, New South Wales. He was 78 years old. 
 
Unfortunately, no further details are at hand”. 
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Page 3 Girl. 
 
Our page 3 girl this issue is the lovely Jeanette Kiorgaard. 
 

 
 
 
 
Jeanette was spotted at the Djinnang reunion in Brisbane back in May. Jeannette joined the 
RAAF back in 1962, and was posted to Frognall and trained on the job. She was married in 
1965, and because of the stupid rule that existed back then, she had to take a discharge from 
the Permanent RAAF, but could join the Reserve, which she did. As a Reservist, she worked at 
various bases, including Pearce and had time at Rabaul in PNG. 
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The photo at right was taken back in 1963, at the Service Section at 3Telo at Frognall, with her 
is Alan Wise. Both are checking the messages for 
any 'hits' or garbled sections to enable then to 
complete the service request from the operators in 
the RAAF, Army or Navy Communications Centres 
and send a rerun.  
 
Jeanette did not attend Radschool at Laverton as 
she had previously worked as a clerk typist in the 
Brisbane Parliamentary Library, instead, she went 
straight from Recruit Course at Point Cook to 
Frognall where she was the 'guinea pig' for direct 
induction into a RAAF Communication Network. 
She says being thrown in at the deep end was a 
bit of a culture shock but she was fortunate 
enough to be guided by Flt. Sgt. Mary Eagers who 
she says was an exceptional operator and 
wonderful person/teacher. 
 
She says: “My work as a Teleprinter Operator was 
interesting and rewarding as back in the 1960's, 3 
Telu was the primary Australian RAAF Com. 
Centre sending and receiving traffic from some 
USA bases as well as Army and Navy Com. 
Centres. Proof reading traffic during the Vietnam 
War could be stressful and working in a male 
dominated environment certainly had its challenging moments - especially to a 'new Corporal'.” 
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Cpl Jeanette, shown here with Sgt Don Tighe, at the MSC at Frognall, back in 1965 

  

 
She says: “I think the 'Doggo' shift was what I dreaded most especially trying to sleep in the 
World War 2 'Igloos' - freezing in winter and boiling hot in summer. The fact that girls from other 
musterings were also living in the same quarters certainly didn't help when one was attempting 
to sleep after a 'doggo'.“  
 
“How things have changed - I still remember the 'panic' when Monday night inspections were 
due and the curfews - being allowed a late night pass was considered a real bonus. I still have 
my Member's Pay Book - my fortnightly wage as a corporal was 29 pounds 17 shillings and four 
pence ($59.75) - that is now an hourly rate.” 
 
“However, I have no regrets about the years I spent with the Defence Forces - the Com. Centre 
was a great place to work - Melbourne City was only a short train/tram trip and Yens Chinese 
Restaurant at Camberwell was within walking distance if one wanted a change from 'mess 
food'. I still have many happy memories of my time in the RAAF.” 

 
Back in 1965, the RAAF were on a recruiting 
drive and unlike the Army which decided 
instead to use professional models, the RAAF 
decided to use Jeanette as one of their 
models, and dare we say, it’s easy to see why. 
 
She says “I was fortunate enough to represent 
Frognall in the contest to choose the WRAAF 
for the front cover of the recruiting brochure 
when the new WRAAF uniform was instigated. 
Although I didn't win the contest I was one of 
the models during the official viewing of the 
uniform in Brisbane and also met a variety of 
people when I worked at RAAF recruiting 
displays around the country”. 
 
In 1965, the “new” uniform had just been 
introduced and the RAAF had a display in 
Brisbane, which lasted for a fortnight, and as 
Jeanette came from Oxley (suburb of 
Brisbane) she found it a welcome relief from 
the clattery old printers back at Frognall. 
 
She eventually gave it away and now works for 
Disability Services. 
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The only thing better than the sleep of the just is the sleep of the just-after. 

 

 

17 Appy. 
 
Bill Eccles saw the photo below of 17 Appy, and he says: I was looking at the photo of No 17 
Appy course in Vol32, Page 3, and can put names to a few of the faces of a couple of the 
blokes. I was actually on No 18 course, so remembered being sprogged on by a few of these 
jokers. Actually, most of them were beaut blokes.  
 
There may be some mistakes, but I’ve looked at it two or three times over a period of a week or 
two. Any way a good starting point. Thanks for your efforts,  
 
So, the names we have now are: 

 
 

Back Row L-R: Bill Holker, “Mang” Robertson, Greg Turpin, Ian “Murch” Kerr, Quentin 
Fleming, Dan Slattery, Chris Short, Graeme Dennis, John Pickup, Ken Richardson, John 
Veitch, Tony (Xerxes) Natt. 
Middle Row L-R: Terry Crewes, Bob Matters, ??? Sinclair, Keith Green, ???? , Ron Clayton, 
John Pergunas, Graham Trezise, ??? … Crawford, Nev Wren 
Front Row L-R: Unknown, Unknown, Unknown, Ted Rowe, Peter Outtrim, Unknown, 
Unknown, Unknown, Unknown, Peter Chappelow, Peter Duncan. 

. 

http://www.austradesecure.com/radschool/Vol32/page3.htm
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Glenn “Shorty” Stevens also saw the photo, he says, “Howdy, with regard to photo No 17 Radio 
Apprentice Course on Page 3 of Vol 32, I believe the photo was taken sometime first or second 
year as I was off coursed and went to Radschool as an adult trainee mid 1964 
 
Bill says he bought a kit of drums from Ted Rowe and was part of the 18 Course band - The 
Mustangs (but that's another story). And, looking at the 16 Appie photo, also on page 3, I am 
pretty sure the bloke in the middle of the back row is Gerry Vanderstoep. I met up with Gerry at 
Butterworth in 1969 when I got posted there to work on the Mirages. My wife and I lived in the 
same street in Hillside, Penang as Gerry (Jalan Bunga Chempa Puteh).  
 
Great bloke. 
 
 

There was a Scottish painter named Smokey Macgregor who was very interested in making a 
dollar where he could, so he often thinned down his paint to make it go a wee bit further. As it 
happened, he got away with this for some time, but eventually the Baptist Church decided to do 
a big restoration job on the outside of one of their biggest buildings. Smokey put in a bid, and, 
because his price was so low, he got the job. So he set about erecting the scaffolding and 
setting up the planks, and buying the paint and, thinning it down with water... 
 
Well, Smokey was up on the scaffolding, painting away, the job nearly completed, when 
suddenly there was a horrendous clap of thunder, the sky opened, and the rain poured down 
washing the thinned paint from all over the church and knocking Smokey clear off the scaffold 
to land on the lawn among the gravestones, surrounded by telltale puddles of the thinned and 
useless paint. 
 
Smokey was no fool. He knew this was a judgment from the Almighty, so he got down on his 
knees and cried: "Oh, God, Oh God, forgive me; what should I do?" And from the thunder, a 
mighty voice spoke.. 
 
"Repaint! Repaint! And thin no more!" 

Sorry Rupe!! 

 
 

Keys of the City. 
 
This photo was taken around 1975-76. It was the blokes from RAAF Base Williamtown 
marching through Raymond Terrace and being presented with the keys to the City Of Raymond 
Terrace. The parade assembled on the sports oval behind the council chambers, with the 
dignitaries seated in the stand.  
 
Bill Kelly, who was the WO on the colour party escorting the 77 Squadron standard (nearest 
camera), tells us that WO Jim Walker (481SQN WOD) was on his right escorting the Queen’s 
Standard. He says, “The Queen’s colours were paraded on the oval, followed by the advance in 
revue order, then the march commenced. The people in the stand were quite impressed with 
the advance, with the parade coming to a halt right in front of them with no order being given.  

http://www.austradesecure.com/radschool/Vol32/page3.htm
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The photo was taken in Port Stephens street right outside the Clair Castle Hotel when we were 
challenged by the police commander and the presentation made. The march then continued 
around Raymond Terrace and ended (memory fading a bit) I think in Masonite road 
 
The Flight Sergeant closest to camera is (I’m 99% sure) Jack Khan”.  
 

 
 
 
 

Brooky Boys?? 
 
We don’t know a lot about these blokes, but think they were ex Brooky at one time. We do have 
their names but not in order. Perhaps someone can let us know who they were and what was 
the occasion. 
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(Not in order) Phil Roy, Owen Smith, Arthur Novis, Norm Zillman, Jim May, Peter Hamilton, 
Max Sutherland, Ian (Louie) Stewart, Dick Fisher, Graham Penny, Bob Farmer, Reg (Shorty) 
Bible, Noel Whitehead. 

 
 
 

 
The most enjoyable form of sex education is the Braille method. 

 

 
 
Brooky Reunion. 
 
The photo below is of a bunch of ex-Brookvale blokes who had a reunion – but, when it was 
taken is a bit uncertain. Ray Sanderson says it was probably taken in 1980 – he bases that on 
the fact that John “Benjy” Benjaman is wearing his pilot's wings which he obtained after 
transferring to GD Branch after his AIRDEF career and he says Danny MacFarlane is not 
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wearing a National Medal which would have been due to him in 1981 (he joined in 1966). Also, 
Geoff Barnes and Lloyd Seaton are wearing civvie formal dress so they had taken their 
discharge. 
 
And, Bill Middlemiss sadly passed away in the mid 1980s.  
 

 
 

L-R: Dan MacFarlane, Geoff Barnes, Bill Middlemiss, Barry Watts, John (Benjy) 
Benjamin, Lloyd Seaton, John Smee. 

 
 
Ray Green says the pic was taken at a reunion dining-in and he’s sure it was at the 'old 
Brookie' mess as he recognizes the wallpaper at the bar. He says they were able to go back to 
Brookie for reunions for a few years until it was finally shut down. After that, they had their 
reunions at Manly. 
 
Geoff Barnes and Barry (Barny Rubble) Watts played cricket with the RAAF Brookvale team 
during their stay at 1CRU, after which, they were posted out to Williamstown in the early 
seventies and I think Geoff left the RAAF and went back to SA where he played under Ian 
Chappell in 1973 74.  
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John Benjamin says Ray is close but he’s not 100% sure of the date. He says my UN gong 
makes it after 1979 (the UN presented this in India on the due date) but I recall Ronnie RAAF 
normally gave us medals many years after they were due, so Danny may have already 
qualified but not got his. The date surely has to be the very early 80s 
  
Dan McFarlane says an enlargement just shows that I am wearing SQNLDR rank. That places 
it between Jan 77 and Jul 81 but my vague recollection is that it could have been a reunion 
held at a North Sydney venue somewhere. I seem to remember staying at the North Sydney 
Travelodge for one of the 1CRU reunions.  
 
1CRU Brookvale was closed down in November 1973  
 
 

Paddy is passing by Mick's hay shed one day when through a gap in the door he sees Mick 
doing a slow and sensual striptease in front of the old grey Fergy. With buttocks clenched, he 
performed a slow pirouette and then gently slid off the right welly, followed by the left. 
 
He then hunches his shoulders forward and in a classic striptease move, lets his braces fall 
down from his shoulders to dangle by his hips over his corduroy trousers. Grabbing both sides 
of his check shirt he rips it apart to reveal his tea stained singlet underneath and with a final 
flourish he hurls his flat cap on to a pile of hay. 
 
'What on earth are you doing Mick' says Paddy. 
 
Jeez Paddy, ye frightened the livin bejasus out of me says an obviously embarrassed Mick, 'but 
me and the Missus been having some trouble lately in the bedroom department, and the 
Therapist suggested I do something sexy to a tractor." 

 
 

ON ULTRA ACTIVE SERVICE. 
 
The Story of Australia's Signals Intelligence Operations during World War II 
 

Geoffrey Ballard 
THE RAAF WIRELESS UNITS 
 
Of the RAAF Wireless Units, the first to become operational was 1 Wireless Unit , in Townsville, 
in April, 1942, with Flight Lieutenant Blakely as it first Commanding Officer. He was assisted by 
Captain H. Brown, US Army, and four US Air Force sergeants who were experienced in Sigint 
and who had escaped to Australia from the Philippines. 
 
The Unit achieved its first tactical success during the short period of air raids on Townsville, 
giving up to seven hours' warning in advance to the local Air HQ. 
 
In January, 1943, a forward detachment of 1 Wireless Unit went to Port Moresby where it took 
over the Naval Air commitment from the Army 55 Wireless Section. The ensuing months 
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proved to be the most successful air-raid warning period in the history of the RAAF Wireless 
Units and provided classic examples of the effectiveness of "Sigint" in a tactical operational 
role. Air Raid No. 106 on Port Moresby on 12 April, 1943, was an outstanding example of this. 
The enemy aircraft engaged in the attack left Kavieng (New Ireland) and Rabaul (New Britain) 
and a warning was passed to the authorities at Buna and Port Moresby before the aircraft had 
even reached the north coast of New Guinea. The resulting interception by Allied aircraft was 
most effective, one third of the enemy planes being destroyed. 
 
Early in 1943, a draft of WAAAF signallers was posted to 1 Wireless Unit at Townsville and 
they included Joy Linnane who tells a colourful story about her recruitment, training and 
experience, she says:- 
 
“Quite early in the formation of the RAAF Wireless Units, a decision was made to include 
WAAAF pre-trained W/T operators......Eventually, in early 1943, we were posted to 1 Wireless 
unit, Townsville, where we were barracked first at St Anne’s Church of England Girls School 
(right) and then at the bush camp at Roseneath, living 
under primitive conditions. The operations room was 
located in an isolated area near Stuart. This was a 
remarkable building, camouflaged as a farm-house, and 
inside furnished most impressively with all the sophisticated 
equipment necessary to a first class intelligence 
establishment. There were D/F and teleprinters, scrambler 
phones, plotting tables and dozens of radio sets. 
 

Inspection of some of the Townsville recruits  
on the tennis court at St. Anne's “Barracks”. 

 
We were small "cogs", doing 8 hour shifts, each radio 
receiver covering a different frequency. We intercepted 
air/ground and air to air messages, sent by enemy aircraft 
often on their way to bomb our bases. As each message 
was intercepted, it was quickly passed into the intelligence 
room. Enemy aircraft positions were fixed by D/F and 
warnings forwarded to the targeted areas. It was always a 
great satisfaction to operators when enemy aircraft signalled - "I am being attacked", and we 
knew our warnings had got through and Allied squadrons were on the job. 
 
We were a dedicated group and gained great satisfaction from our work. We had lots of fun, too 
- dances in the rec. hut, swimming, trips to Magnetic Island, but always with our own unit.  
 
As the action moved away, the RAAF intercept operators went on to land with invasion forces 
in the Philippines. The WAAAF were posted to Central Bureau in Brisbane and we continued to 
work with that organisation. There we ended our service. It was a tremendous experience, and 
friendships made then endure to this day.” 
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Back row L-R: Sgt Harold Cook, LAC Syd Plumridge, LAC John Milne Cpl Evan Gwyther, LAC 
Bill Moulds, LAC Alan Tessier, Sgt Peter North (RAF) 
Mid row L-R:  LAC Bill Loader, LAC Snow Norman LAC Fred Paine Sgt Matt Lacey, LAC 
Kevin Lockhardt, LAC John “Blue” Cutler 
Front row L-R:  Flg Off B Cooper, Flt Lt Alf Davis, Flg Off Bill Henderson (RCAF)  

 
 
 

5 Mini Computer Course. 
 
 
Cliff Rogers says, “G'day, I just found a copy of the No 5 Minicomputer Post Grad course which 
I was on. The photo was dated 1 April 1980 and it has a 'Crown Copyright Reserved' stamp on 
the back of it. The course ran at Radschool from August '79 til April '80. 
 



RAAF Radschool Association Magazine – Vol 33 
Page 3 

 

L 

I don't remember everybody but I've included the names of those I do remember – and 
apologies to those I have forgotten. 
 
I’ll give you the names I do know. 
 

 
 
 
 

Back row: Far left, Mark Fraser. 2 from left is Mark? Grey (not sure of first name but he 
changed his name to Mark? White during the course) 
Back row: Far right, Cliff Rogers (me) 
Front row: Far left, Len? Anderson, (I can't remember his first name as there was more than 
one Anderson at Radschool at the time) Far right is Rory O'Connor. 

 
 

Can anyone fill in the blanks??? 
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18 Appy. 
 
We received the photo below of 18 Appy from the RAAF Museum at Point Cook, but 
unfortunately, they could not put names against faces – so we sent the photo off to Dave 
Gaffee, who was on 18 Appy and asked if he could help.  
 
Below is the list as he remembers it. 
 

 
 

Back Row L-R: Cottrill VM, Smith LH, Coutts GR, Cureton J, Jackson GC, Couper PT, 
GilvaryPJ, Gillick BJ, Lydeamore GA 
Middle Row L-R: Forsyth GA, Gaffee DJ, Porter GL, Ramsey MJ, Sandford CJ, Skinner GJ, 
Slattery IV, Daniel DL, Cheshire BD, Shanley AT, Vanderlinden J 
Front Row L-R: Kingsley RD, Norris TR, Evans RJ, Dowling GV, Jones JL, Rushton S, Davis 
KW, Walters PW, Sargent BK, Thompson RF, Cromb GE, Ledingham RAK 

 

Dave says, don't quote me on this, but that's how I remember them after 44 years – is he 
right??  
 
18 Appy graduated on the 17 August 1967, 
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Lac Kev Funnell, at Brookvale’s radar centre in 1967, keeping an eye on Ansett’s Boeings. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

ADG, Bruce Main, 
Thinking, thinking!!! 

 



RAAF Radschool Association Magazine – Vol 33 
Page 4 

 

A 

 

Computers and Stuff. 
 

Sam Houliston. 
 
 
 

Windows support. 
 
Since its release in October 2009, Windows 7 has been enthusiastically received by PC users. 
In its first year, Microsoft sold 175 million copies of the program and they predict that that 
number will rise to 350 million by the end of this year. That’s about 30 million 
copies per month worldwide and reviews have been overwhelmingly positive. 
 
As Windows 7 keeps selling, XP usage is gradually dropping. Those that had 
bought Vista were clearly eager to upgrade as Vista users have dropped off 
remarkably. It seems that finally Windows 7 will dislodge XP’s stranglehold on 
corporate computing. This won’t happen overnight, but certainly by XP’s end of life date, which 
has been extended to April, 2014, it will. 
 
So, what happens in April 2014? 
 
After April, 2014, Microsoft will no longer distribute security patches for Windows XP, that 
means if you continue to use it, you will be using an unsupported operating system, you’re 
completely on your own. For the average ‘home’ user, it probably won’t matter all that much, 
but if you’re in business it will.  
 
 

OUTLOOK. 
 
Microsoft’s Office 2010 email managing software, ‘Outlook’, contains a very useful “Social 
Connector Feature”. If you’re a fan of Facebook, Twitter, Blogs or Windows Live Messenger 
etc, then you’ll find this feature very handy. 
 
Microsoft has realized that buckets of people use these Social Network programs, so they 
added the “People Pane” to Outlook 2010. When you start Outlook 2010, look at the bottom of 
the reading/preview pane and you’ll see a new bar. Double click the bar and it will open up and 
look like the pic below.  
 
Once Windows Search has indexed your Outlook content, the tabs on the left will fill up with 
useful information related to that contact (most commonly the person who sent you that email). 
You will see, reading down the tabs: 
 
• all items 
• news feed updates and RSS feeds (this applies to social connections) 
• messages 
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• email attachments 
• meetings 
• status updates (again, applies to social connections) 
 
 

 
  
Having realized that heaps of people now use these social connector programs, Mr Windows 
has done something completely out of character and released a free patch which will install the 
facility you get automatically with Outlook 2010 into your Outlook 2003 and/or Outlook 2007.  
 
If you use one of the earlier versions of Outlook, and you’re into 
Facebook and the rest, then you can download the patch HERE. 
 
Windows XP and/or Vista users will also need to download Windows 
Search v4,(it comes with Windows 7), and you get that from the same site as the patch above. 
 
Once you’ve done all that, click HERE to download any updates, then once all the downloads 
are installed, do a reboot and allow Windows Search time to index Outlook items. If you’re not 
into the Social Network thing, you’ll find the ‘All items’ and ‘Messages’ tabs are handy to quickly 
find past messages from a particular person – there was no easy way to do that until now. 
 
I think once you’ve used it a few times you will find it very handy – have a fiddle……. 
 
 
 

http://www.microsoft.com/downloads/details.aspx?familyid=B638CC14-11E5-448A-B5A6-4F553CE81B94&displaylang=en
http://www.microsoft.com/downloads/en/details.aspx?familyid=9886FACA-F1C5-4579-83E2-C872C7ABC61A&displaylang=en
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Restart. 
 
If you’re still using Windows XP, every now and then, for many different reasons, you will need 
to ‘re-boot’ your machine. To do that, you click on START, then fumble your way through the 
menus to finally click on RESTART. It’s not a huge chore, but there is an easier way. 
 
• Right-click an empty space on your desktop. 
• Click NEW, then select the option "shortcut" 
• Type "shutdown –r –t 0" (Exactly as shown here, but without the quotes.) in the "location 

of the item” box. (The 0 is a Zero, not the letter O) 
• Click next. 
• Type a name for the shortcut (e.g. Re-Boot) and click finish. 
 
This will place a blank Icon on your desktop. To change this to something you will remember, 
do the following. 
 
• Right click the blank icon. 
• Click “PROPERTIES” 
• Select the SHORTCUT tag 
• Select the CHANGE ICON tag at the bottom 
• Select an icon from those shown in the window. (If you can’t find one you like here, you 

can go to http://www.freeiconsweb.com/ and download as many as you wish). 
• Click OK. 
 
Now you have an icon on your desktop that will Re-boot your machine without having to go 
through the normal routine. 
 
 

 
Video Clips stopping. 
 
Unless you’re supplied by a rocket-fast broadband ISP, sometimes when watching a video clip 
from YouTube or somewhere, you’ll find the clip will occasionally stop. This is very annoying, to 
say the least, so, what causes it and what can you do about it?? 
 
If you’re on cable you wouldn’t expect it to happen as your ISP 
promised you a very fast service with lots of downloads – but, 
what they don’t say is if a lot of people who live near you use the 
same cable, at the same time, it will slow down, that’s just the way it works. Even without that, 
cable can slow down occasionally. 
 
Another reason is the site where the video is hosted, (from where you are watching) could and 
will, from time to time, also slow down due to a variety of reasons, such as, heavy usage, 
software updates, server troubles, site being attacked by hackers/viruses etc,. Or, it could be 
your computer. You may have too many programs running that suck up too much memory (you 
could try closing everything you're not using) or you may have multiple browser pages open 
simultaneously with stuff going on with each one. This can dramatically slow down everything. 

http://www.freeiconsweb.com/
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So, what about this slow down?? 
 
Well, when you click “PLAY”, this starts the buffering (loading) process and your computer 
starts to play the video clip faster that it is being downloaded – ie:  the player is trying to read 
something that hasn't loaded yet, and it stops until more is downloaded  
 
So what do you do??  Well, one way to fix it, and this is a very simple fix, is once you click 
“PLAY” immediately hit “PAUSE”. By pausing the video right after hitting play, and leaving it for 
a little bit, the buffering (downloading) can get ahead to a point where the speed of playing can't 
overcome it. Give it a little time before you start playing it again and you won’t have that stop - 
start problem. 
 
 
As we Silver Surfers know, sometimes we have trouble with our computers. I had a problem 
yesterday, so I called Eric, the 11 year old kid next door, whose bedroom looks like Mission 
Control, and asked him to come over. Eric clicked a couple of buttons on my computer and 
solved the problem in no time at all. As he was walking away, I called after him, 'So, what was 
the problem young fella’? He replied, 'It was an “ID ten T” error.’ I didn't want to appear stupid, 
but nonetheless inquired,’ An, ID ten T error? What's that? In case I need to fix it again. Eric 
grinned ... 'Haven't you ever heard of an ID ten T error before? ‘No,' I replied.’ Write it down,' he 
said, 'and I think you'll figure it out.'     
 
So I wrote down:      ID10T 
 
I used to like Eric…………!  
 
 

Permissions. 
 
In Computer-speak, a “File System” is a method of storing and organizing computer files. 
Essentially, the file system organizes these files into a database for the storage, organization, 
manipulation, and retrieval by the computer's operating system. 
 
File systems are used on data storage devices such as hard disks or 
CD-ROMs to maintain the physical location of the files. Most current 
file systems have methods of administering access rights or 
permissions to specific users. These systems control the ability of the 
users to view or make changes to the contents of the file system. 
 
Mac computers have a simple system for managing individual file 
permissions whereas older PC computers running DOS, Windows 95, 
Windows 98, or Windows Me did not have or use permissions, instead 
they used file attributes. Users of MS-Dos from years past, will remember the 4 different 
attributes that could be assigned to files,  Read Only (R) Archive (A), System (S) and Hidden 
(H). These older computers had a rudimentary file protection method where they attached the 
read-only attribute (R) to files, however, this could be easily set or unset by any user or 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/DOS
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Windows_95
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Windows_98
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Windows_Me
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File_attribute
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program and there was no way they could prevent a user from changing and/or deleting or 
even reading a file. 
 
Since Windows NT (New Technology) and its derivatives, (ie:  systems that use the NTFS file 
system) including Windows 2000 and Windows XP, Microsoft has used a more complex and 
varied set of permissions to protect files. Standard permissions are those permissions that 
control a broad range, the most popular standard permission is Full Control. This is what 
everyone wants, but in reality very few should get as full Control allows the user to do virtually 
anything to the file.  
 
The other standard permissions include the following:  Modify, Execute, Read and Write. 
Folders have the same standard permissions as files, except there is one additional  - “List 
Contents”. 
 
If you have a home office network, with two or more computers hooked up, how often have you 
tried to copy or change a file from another computer on the network only to get the dreaded 
blue window which says:  “You might not have permission to use this network resource. 
Contact the Administrator of this server to find out if you have Permission”. 
 
What can you do?? 
 
Well, if you have Windows XP Professional it’s relatively easy. If you have Window XP Home 
Edition, you have to start your computer in SAFE mode first. (See HERE to learn how to start in 
Safe Mode). 
 
Important: If you are not joined to a domain and you want to view the Security tab:  
 

1. Click Start, and then click Control Panel.  
2. Click Appearance and Themes, and then click Folder Options.  
3. Click the View tab, and then click to clear the Use simple file sharing [Recommended] 

check box in the Advanced settings box.  
  
Now,  
  

1. Click Start, click My Computer, and then locate the file or folder where you want to set 
or change the permissions.  

2. Right-click the file or folder, click 
Properties, and then click the 
Security tab.  

3. Click Advanced, and then use 
one of the following steps:  

o To set special 
permissions for an 
additional group or user, 
click Add, and then in 
Name box, type the name 
of the user or group, and 
then click OK.  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Windows_NT
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Windows_2000
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Windows_XP
http://austradesecure.com/radschool/Vol32/Page4.htm
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o To view or change special permissions for an existing group or user, click the 
name of the group or user, and then click Edit.  

o To remove an existing group or user and the special permissions, click the 
name of the group or user, and then click Remove. If the Remove button is 
unavailable, click to clear the Inherit from parent the permission entries that 
apply to child objects. Include these with entries explicitly defined here check 
box, click Remove, and then skip steps 4 and 5. 

4. In the Permissions box, click to select or click to clear the appropriate Allow or Deny 
check box.  

5. In the Apply onto box, click the 
folders or subfolders where 
you want these permissions 
applied.  

6. To configure security so that 
the subfolders and files do not 
inherit these permissions, click 
to clear the Apply these 
permissions to objects and/or 
containers within this container 
only check box.  

7. Click OK twice, and then click 
OK in the Advanced Security 
Settings for FolderName box, 
where FolderName is the 
folder name. 
 

If you click to select the Replace permission entries on all child objects with entries shown here 
that apply to child objects. Include these with entries explicitly defined 
here check box, all subfolders and files will have their permission 
entries reset to the same permissions as the parent object. If you do 
this, after you click Apply or OK, you cannot undo this operation if 
you click to clear the check boxes. 
 
Also, if you have two or more computes on a home network, and one 
does not respond as you would like when you try to change the 
permissions, you should check to ensure that computer’s hard drive 
is formatted to use NTFS – it could be formatted to the older FAT32 
system. One way to check is to open Windows Explorer, right click on 
the C drive and then click on PROPERTIES. This will open the 
window at right where you can see the file system in use. If it is FAT 
32 (remember, if the hard drive is larger than 32GB, it has to be NTFS as the older FAT32 
system cannot format drives greater than 32GB) you should consider changing it to NTFS.  
 
Microsoft provides a conversion program which will do this, here’s how.  
 

• Click START, then ALL PROGRAMS, then ACCESSORIES.  

• Click Command Prompt, then type CONVERT  C:  /fs:ntfs   Where C: is a name of the 
drive you want to convert.  
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• After the conversion is finished, re-boot your machine and the drive will be converted to 
NTFS without any data loss. 

Unfortunately, Microsoft writes all their technical bulletins and information pages in the weirdest 
language and they use words that only they fully understand. Why they do that, no-one knows. 
 
 

Microsoft Internet Explorer 
 
For a while now, Microsoft’s Internet Explorer has been a definite third choice  browser behind 
Mozilla’s Firefox and Google’s Chrome, but not to be outdone, MS is about to release their 
MSIE version 9. Recently they released a Beta version (which you can get HERE) and it looks 
to be a winner. 
 
However, if you still use Windows XP – don’t bother, MSIE version 9 needs Windows Vista or 
Windows 7. 
 
If you run either Vista or Win7, download it and give it a try. 
 
 

Faulty RAM.  
 
Faulty RAM can play havoc on a computer, whether it's a file server or a desktop workstation. 
RAM failures can result in computer lockups, data loss, and file system corruption problems. 
The problem is that these symptoms can occur because 
of other causes, such as general motherboard problems, 
operating system bugs, viruses, etc. You need a way to 
separate RAM problems from these other causes. To 
help diagnose RAM problems, Microsoft provides a free 
utility, Windows Memory Diagnostic that will allow you to 
thoroughly test RAM on your systems. 
 
You can obtain the Windows Memory Diagnostic utility 
from Microsoft's Online Crash Analysis Web site 
(http://oca.microsoft.com/en/windiag.asp). Click the 
Download link. The file you'll download is only 640 KB, so it will download quickly. 
 
After you've downloaded the file, run it. You must accept the license when the wizard begins. 
You'll then see the Windows Memory Diagnostic Setup screen. Here you have only two 
options: Create Startup Disk or Save CD Image To Disk. The first choice creates a bootable 
floppy disk. The second creates an ISO image that you'll need to burn to a CD. For the 
purposes of this article, we'll just create the boot floppy. 
 
Windows Memory Diagnostic will work with all types of RAM, except ECC, on x86-based 
computers. The computer can have CPUs from Intel (Pentium or Celeron) or AMD (K6, Athlon, 
or Duron). According to Microsoft, the utility might not report errors on ECC RAM, because 
ECC automatically detects and corrects the errors. It is also possible that Windows Memory 
Diagnostic might detect errors ECC RAM cannot correct. 
 

http://www.beautyoftheweb.com/?fbid=QkPVCu_rW_J
http://oca.microsoft.com/en/windiag.asp
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Windows Memory Diagnostic will test only the first 4 GB of RAM. If you have more, you're out 
of luck. 
 
Running the diagnostic. 
 
To start the tests, boot your computer with the disk you created. At this point, you may notice 
that the utility is a little rough around the edges. Even though Microsoft has called it "Windows" 
Memory Diagnostic, you'll notice that it resembles a DOS utility more than anything remotely 
Windows-like. 
 
After Windows Memory Diagnostic has loaded, it starts running the first of three test suites, the 
Standard test suite, without offering you any options. The Standard test suite is the most basic 
of the three, the other two being 
progressively more thorough. 
 
Unless you pause or exit the test at this 
stage, the rest of the test passes of this 
suite will run. 
 
To run more thorough tests, you'll have to 
press [T] while Windows Memory Diagnostic 
is running. This gives you the option to 
select the Extended Test suite. You can 
also select the Basic Test suite (somewhat 
more thorough than the Standard suite) or 
create a custom test suite by going to the 
Advanced Options menu and selecting 
“Change The Test Suite”. 
 
To get to this menu, first press [P] to pause 
Windows Memory Diagnostic, then press 
[M] for menu. You'll notice the following Advanced options can be set: 
 

• Change Cache Settings—This allows you to run the tests with the processor cache on 
or off. If you turn the cache off, the tests are more thorough.  

• Change The Memory Map—You can choose to use an extended memory map for more 
thorough testing. 

 
The Extended tests can run a couple of hours, so you might want to let it run overnight. The 
tests will continue running until you pause the utility, exit it, or restart the computer. 
 
Identifying the culprit. 
 
For some hardware configurations, Windows Memory Diagnostic can identify which memory 
module is the culprit. If Windows Memory Diagnostic finds an error in one or more memory 
modules, you'll see the View Errors By Memory Module option in the menu. This option will 
show you which specific memory modules are failing and need to be removed or replaced. 
 
When interpreting test results, keep the following in mind: 
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• Even though you can run the test multiple times, if no errors appear after one pass, the 

RAM is probably working correctly and the utility probably won't find errors on 
subsequent passes using the same settings.  

• If errors are reported on all memory modules, instead of faulty memory, you're probably 
encountering a faulty motherboard.  

• Microsoft warns that even if you DON'T receive errors, it doesn't necessarily mean there 
isn't a problem with the RAM on your system. Something could still be wrong, but the 
utility just might not be able to detect it. Microsoft has tested Windows Memory 
Diagnostic with more than 70 different motherboard, motherboard chipset, and RAM 
combinations, but naturally the company hasn't tested it under all possible combinations. 

 
 

 
Dear Technical Support. 
 
18 Months ago, I upgraded to Girlfriend 1.0 from Drinking Mates 4.2, which I had used for years 
without any trouble.  However, there are apparently conflicts between these two products and 
the only solution was to try and run Girlfriend 1.0 with the sound turned off. 
 
To make matters worse. Girlfriend 1.0 is incompatible with several other applications, such as 
boy’s night out 3.1, Football 4.5, and Playboy 6.9. 
 
Successive versions of Girlfriend proved no better. 
 
A shareware program, Party Girl 2.1, which I tried, had many bugs and left a nasty virus in my 
system, forcing me to shut down completely for several weeks.  Eventually, I tried to run 
Girlfriend 1.2 and Girlfriend 1.0 at the same time, only to discover that when these two systems 
detected each other they caused severe damage to my hardware. 
 
I upgraded to Fiancée 1.0, only to discover that this product soon had to be upgraded further to 
Wife 1.0.  While Wife 1.0 tends to use up all my available resources, it does come bundled with 
FreeSex Plus and Cleanhouse2009. 
 
Shortly after this upgrade, however, I found that Wife 1.0 could be very unstable and costly to 
run.  Any mistakes I made were automatically stored in Wife 1.0 memory and could not be 
deleted.  These then resurfaced months later when I had forgotten about them. 
 
Wife 1.0 also has an automatic Diary, Explorer and E-Mail Filter, and can, without warning, 
Launch TurboStrop and Whinge.  These latter products have no Help files, and I have to try to 
guess what the problem is. 
 
Additional problems are that Wife 1.0 needs updating regularly, requiring ShoeShop Browser 
for new attachments and HairStyle Express which needs to be reinstalled every other week.  
Wife 1.0 also spawns unwelcome child processes that drain my resources.  These conflict with 
some of the new games I wanted to try out, warning me that they are an illegal operation. 
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Also, when Wife 1.0 attaches itself to my Audi TT hard drive, it often crashes.  Wife 1.0 also 
comes with a rather annoying pop-up called Mother-in-Law, which can’t be turned off. 
 
Recently I’ve been tempted to install Mistress 2009 but there could be problems.  A friend of 
mine has alerted me to the fact that if Wife 1.0 detects Mistress 2009, it tends to delete all of 
your Money files before uninstalling itself. 
 
Any Ideas?? 
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You shouldn’t play with guns. 
 
Noel Brown, below, who was an assistant Loady on the Caribous with RTFV in Vung Tau from 
Oct 1964 to June 1965, proudly displays the “Order of the OOB” outside the Airman’s Villa, late 

in 1965.  
 
The Order of the OOB (a backwards 
BOO) was born when a strange hole 
appeared in the side of a Caribou at 
Danang. It seems George Harrison was 
holding a pump action shotgun when 
Geoff Lumsden, who, at the time was a 
F/Off driver of Caribous, blundered in 
and tried to pull the gun out of George’s 
hands.  
 
Well, of course, the gun went Boom and 
made two holes in the back end of the 
Caribou, a small one going in, and a 
rather large one going out again. 
 
We hear there was a bit of explaining to 

do when the aircraft got back to Vung Tau and where metal bashers Lenny Morris and Peter 
Jones had the job of plugging the holes. 
 
The “Order of the OOB” was thereafter hung on the end of the bar in the Airman’s Villa. 
 

FOLLOW YOUR DREAMS! 
Except that one where you're naked in church. 

 

 
SE Queensland Transport Pass. 
 

David Taschke  
Senior Product Officer  

TransLink Transit Authority  
 
TransLink, which is an independent statutory authority, under the direction of the Queensland 
Minister for Transport, is developing a free travel pass for TPI 
holders in South East QLD 
 
TransLink coordinates and delivers bus, train and ferry public 
transport services, as well as customer information, ticketing and 
infrastructure across South East Queensland and is one of the 
largest integrated public transport networks in the world. It operates 
across 23 zones and 7 regions which stretch from Gympie in the north to Coolangatta in the 
south and west to Helidon. 

http://www.translink.com.au/
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The pass and a lot of the details are still being developed, but below are a few points that have 
been released 
 

• The Pass will allow free travel to TPI’s across all modes – rail, bus and ferry 
 

• The  pa s s  will s upe rs e de  the  curre nt wa rra nt s ys te m for Citytrain travel, but will not 
replace the intrastate travel warrant system 

 
• The  pa s s  will initia lly be  a  fla s h pa s s  tha t 

holders will show staff on entry to service and this 
will be replaced with a free fare smart card over 
time 

 
• P a s s e s  will ha ve  a  photo of the card holder on 

the pass. 
 

• Applica tions  will be  a va ila ble  from the  Tra ns Link we bs ite  to pos t in with a  s uita ble  
passport photo.. 

 
• It is  e xpe cte d tha t the  pa s s  will be  a va ila ble  a t the  e nd of 2010. 

 
There is still a lot of detail to be worked out and TransLink Marketing is currently designing the 
pass and application form and further details will be made available towards the end of 
November 
 

The statement below is true. 
The statement above is false. 

 

 
A soldier’s Poem. 
 
“Pygmy” McAndrew sent us this – we think it is definitely worth printing here. (Read down each 
column) 
 
 
Her hair was up in a pony-tail,  
Her favourite dress tied with a 
bow.  
Today was Daddy's Day at 
school,  
And she couldn't wait to go.  
 
But her mommy tried to tell 
her,  
That she probably should stay 
home.  
Why the kids might not 

And with hands behind her 
back,  
 Slowly she began to speak.  
 And out from the mouth of a 
child,  
 Came words incredibly 
unique.  
  
 'My Daddy couldn't be here,  
 Because he lives so far 
away.  
 But I know he wishes he 

'I love my daddy very much,  
 he's my shining star.  
 And if he could, he'd be here,  
 But heaven's just too far.  
  
 You see he is an Aussie 
soldier 
 And died just this past year  
 When a roadside bomb hit 
his convoy  
 And taught Australians to 
fear. 
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understand,  
If she went to school alone.   
 
But she was not afraid;  
She knew just what to say.  
What to tell her classmates  
Of why Dad wasn't there 
today.  
 
But still her mother worried,  
For her to face this day alone.  
And that was why once again,  
She tried to keep her 
daughter home.  
 
But the little girl went to 
school  
Eager to tell them all. 
About a dad she never sees  
A dad who never calls. 
 
There were daddies along the 
wall in back,  
For everyone to meet.  
Children squirming 
impatiently,  
Anxious in their seats  
 
One by one the teacher called  
A student from the class.  
To introduce their daddy,  
As seconds slowly passed.  
 
At last the teacher called her 
name,  
Every child turned to stare.  
Each of them was searching,  
A man who wasn't there.  
 
'Where's her daddy at?'  
She heard a boy call out. 
'She probably doesn't have 
one,' 
Another student dared to 
shout.  
 
And from somewhere near the 
back, 
She heard a daddy say, 

could be,  
 Since this is such a special 
day.  
  
 And though you cannot meet 
him,  
 I wanted you to know.  
 All about my daddy,  
 And how much he loves me 
so.  
  
 He loved to tell me stories  
 He taught me to ride my bike.  
 He surprised me with pink 
roses,  
 And taught me to fly a kite.  
  
 We used to share fudge 
sundaes,  
 And ice cream in a cone.  
 And though you cannot see 
him.  
 I'm not standing here alone.  
  
 'Cause my daddy's always 
with me, 
 Even though we are apart 
 I know because he told me, 
 He'll forever be in my heart' 
  
 With that, her little hand 
reached up,  
 And lay across her chest.  
 Feeling her own heartbeat,  
 Beneath her favorite dress. 
  
 And from somewhere here in 
the crowd of 
 dads,  
 Her mother stood in tears.  
 Proudly watching her 
daughter,  
 Who was wise beyond her 
years.  
  
 For she stood up for the love  
 Of a man not in her life.  
 Doing what was best for her,  
 Doing what was right.  

  
But sometimes when I close 
my eyes,  
 it's like he never went away.'  
 And then she closed her 
eyes,  
 And saw him there that day.  
  
 And to her mothers 
amazement,  
 She witnessed with surprise.  
 A room full of daddies and 
children,  
 All starting to close their 
eyes.  
  
 Who knows what they saw 
before them,  
 Who knows what they felt 
inside.  
 Perhaps for merely a second,  
 They saw him at her side.  
  
 'I know you're with me 
Daddy,'  
 To the silence she called out.  
 And what happened next 
made believers,  
 Of those once filled with 
doubt.  
  
 Not one in that room could 
explain it,  
 For each of their eyes had 
been closed.  
 But there on the desk beside 
her,  
 Was a fragrant long-stemmed 
rose. 
  
 And a child was blessed, if 
only for a 
 moment,  
 By the love of her shining 
star.  
 And given the gift of 
believing,  
 That heaven is never too far. 

 



RAAF Radschool Association Magazine – Vol 33 
Page 5 

 

D 

Looks like another deadbeat 
dad, 
Too busy to waste his day.' 
 
The words did not offend her,  
As she smiled up at her Mom.  
And looked back at her 
teacher,  
Who told her to go on. 

  
 And when she dropped her 
hand back down,  
 Staring straight into the 
crowd.  
 She finished with a voice so 
soft,  
 But its message clear and 
loud.  
 

 

 

 
 

VETERANS WARNED OF POTENTIAL SCAMS. 
Ernie Gimm 

 
Veterans have been targeted by scam-artists claiming to represent the Australian Government, 
the Secretary of the Department of Veterans’ Affairs Mr Ian Campbell said recently. 
 
Mr Campbell (right) said the Department of Veterans’ Affairs (DVA) had 
been made aware of several approaches to members of the veteran 
community asking for personal information in exchange for new 
government services such as free electricity or pension benefits. In 
some cases these people have posed as officers from DVA. 
 
“These ‘offers’ are false and my Department is investigating these 
incidents,” he said. 
 

• “Veterans in Queensland and Victoria have been most recently 
targeted however veterans across the country should be aware of 
the potential scams. 

 
• “I urge the veteran community to exercise caution when asked to release personal 

details.  
 

• Be cautious about when and to whom you release your personal information. 
 

• If you receive a phone call or letter asking for personal information such as your DVA 
client number or banking details, do not answer straight away. Contact your nearest 
DVA office on 133 254 (for metropolitan callers) or 1800 555 254 (for non-metropolitan 
callers) to confirm the source is legitimate. 

 
• “It is disappointing that our veterans are being targeted by these cowardly scams and I 

encourage members of the veteran community to contact DVA if they have any 
concerns,” Mr Campbell said. 

 
The Government’s Scamwatch website – www.scamwatch.gov.au – contains useful information 
on how to protect your privacy. 
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Reality is only an illusion 
that occurs due to a lack of alcohol. 

 
Vietnam Vets Association, Sunshine Coast. (VVAASC) 
 
On the 3rd November, the VVAASC conducted a Dedication and Wreath laying ceremony at the 
Queensland Air Museum at Caloundra Airport to commemorate the memory of all RAAF 
personnel who gave their lives in the many conflicts in which the RAAF has been involved.   
 

The date was significant because it marked the Day 
that Canberra Bomber A84-231 of 2 SQN went 
missing, which resulted in the fatalities of the two 
Crew, Flying Officer Mike Herbert (Pilot) and Pilot 
Officer Bob Carver (Navigator). 
 
The Service was led by Padre Fry after which the 
Museum provided a morning tea and a demonstration 
running of a Caribou radial engine which was bolted to 
the back of a truck.  
 

The Museum obtained Caribou A4-173 some time ago and is in the process of restoring it – a 
mammoth job (If you can help, they would love to hear from you). 
 
 

 
The Ceremony at the Caloundra museum. 

http://www.vietnamvetssc.org.au/
http://www.qam.com.au/default.htm
http://www.raafvva.org.au/home03.php
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The Caribou engine, on the back of 
the truck. The engine starts and runs 
quite happily on standard ULP which 
is obtained from the local servo, no 
100-130 fuel here. 
 
They have a problem with fuel feed, 
with the engine dragging fuel from 
the tank in such quantities that it 
causes eddies in the tank resulting in 
air bubbles in the fuel line.  That will 
be fixed when the new tank is 
installed. 
 
The “gas” tank fixed to the right of 
the engine holds engine oil. The old 
girl burns so much oil they reckon it’s 
a diesel. 
 

 
 

 
Depot Doggies. 

 
A couple of old Depot Doggies 
from 2AD radio many moons ago, 
met again at the Ceremony.  
 
John lives in Newcastle and was at 
2AD radio back in 1968/9.  
 
Mal now lives on the Sunshine 
Coast and is the Vice President of 
the Vietnam Veterans’ Association 
of Australia, Sunshine Coast Sub-
Branch.  
 
Mal, who conducted the ceremony, 
was with RTFV/35Sqn in Vietnam 
from April 1966 to December 1966, 
after which he was posted to 2AD. 

 
John Broughton (left) and Mal Sayers 
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Mal says after leaving the RAAF, he worked as the manager of a block of units in Crown St 
Surry Hills (Sydney) for 2½ years then changed over to a Warden for the NSW Girl Guides at 
their State Training Centre, Glengarry, at North Turramurra for 5 yrs. He then moved to Curra 
Qld and built a house on 5 acres with an indoor pool and double garage workshop and lived 
there for ten years untill he was diagnosed with Cancer.  
 
He was operated on and then informed that he would be lucky to live for 5 years so he got rid of 
the Acres and moved to Currimundi, on the Sunshine Coast. He joined the VVAASC in 2005 
and became an active volunteer then got onto the Committee advancing to Jnr Vice President, 
which he still holds. With the approval of the committee, he arranged the Dedication day with 
the Queensland Air Museum. He started a petition to save Caloundra Airport (12,000 
signatures) and served on the Save the Museum Task Force. Along the way the QAM got a 
bronze Plaque  for the RTFV/35Sqn mounted on the memorial wall outside of the QAM. 
 
John McDougall and Sambo attended. 
 
 

 
 
John “Sambo” Sambrooks, secretary of the RTFV/35Sqn Association and “gate crasher” Trev 
Benneworth at the Caloundra Museum Ceremony. It is widely recognised that the reason the 
Squadron was able to perform so successfully in Vietnam was due solely to the dedication and 
hard work of these two magnificent and dedicated men. 
 

I like cats too. 
Let's exchange recipes. 
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A Mustang replica (above) which was hand built by local resident, 
Gary Scott, takes pride of place at the museum. 
 
We first met Gary (right) in Madang PNG back in 1974 where he 
worked for Wewak Timbers as their lead mechanic and where we 
shared many an hour on the water at Siar Island or in the Madang 
Club putting to death the odd green bottle or six. It is said that you 
could give Gary a trailer load of dirt, he would smelt the iron ore from 
it, then build you an automatic gearbox from the metal. MacGyver’s 
got nothing on this bloke. 
 
Gary built the aircraft from the ground up, as a dedication to his 
father, Alan Scott, who was a wartime Liberator Flight Engineer, and 
who was lost at sea in 1953.  
 
 

 
Are you looking for a Caribou for the back yard?? 
  
"Dit" Eaton tells us that the Minister for Defence Materiel Jason Clare recently announced the 
release of the tender to dispose of the RAAF's retired Caribou aircraft. Dit says, "Mr Clare said 
that two of the fleet will be reserved for sale to historical organisations that will preserve the 
aircraft as flying examples of military heritage. A number of Caribou components will also be 
made available only to historical organisations and Returned Service Organisations, such as 
RSL’s.  
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“The Caribou has had a long and distinguished history with the Australian Defence Force,” Mr 
Clare said. “It was first brought into service in Vietnam and has served with distinction for nearly 
half a century. “The aircraft was famous for its ability to take off and land on short and 
unprepared runways.  
  
“This unique ability allowed the Caribou to play a major role in relief operations both within 
Australia and internationally. “Due to the historic significance of the aircraft, we have reserved a 
number of Caribou components for preservation at RSL’s and historical organisations.”  
  
During service, the Caribou aircraft were based at RAAF Richmond NSW, RAAF Amberley 
QLD and RAAF Townsville QLD. Two of the aircraft have already been presented to the RAAF 
Museum at Point Cook and the Australian War Memorial.  
  
Interested parties should go to www.tenders.gov.au or contact the Defence Disposals Agency 
on (02) 9393 2914 for more information. The closing date for tenders is 1 March 2011.  
  
So, if you want one, you now know how to go about getting one..... 
 
 

1 RMT 
 

 

http://www.tenders.gov.au/
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Peter Nelms says “In the photo of 1 RMT on page 5, the guy in the front row second from the 
left is John Wood. I last worked with Woody about 1982 in SupCom and he was getting out to 
move to Bribie Is.  

 
The Bones. 
 
We had the photo below in our last issue and didn’t have any names except for Toby Payne. 
Adrian Heinrich saw the photo, and because he was in it, he can supply quite a few names.  
 
Adrian says, “We beat the Army Survey Corps at Bendigo and later learned they had been 
training using a 3 ton truck in low gear as their other team!  We were young and tuff then 
weren't we!  
 
So, now we have: 

 
 
Back Row L-R:   Unknown, Laurie Edwards (1RMT), Adrian Heinrich (1RMT), Kym Pederson 
(1RMT), Doug Meyer, Unknown, Toby Payne 
Front Row L-R:   Neil Parsonage (1RMT), John Bryant, Unknown, Monte Kakaschke (1RMT) 
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Out in the shed with Ted. 

Ted McEvoy 

 
 
 

Pensions. 
 
More than 340,000 veterans and war widows recently received a pension increase. From the 
20th September, pensions were increased by 2.2% which, Mr Ian Campbell, the secretary of the 
Department of Veterans’ Affairs, said, “will help to support the living standards of veterans and 
their families now and into the future”. 
 
Yeah!!! 
 
The rates are: 
 

 
 
 
Click HERE for the latest DVA fact sheet which outlines the full list of pension rates. 
 

There are only two four letter words that are offensive to men - 'don't' and 'stop', 
unless they are used together. 
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Cancer from Mobile Phones. 
 
Robert Park, a real live physicist, was being interviewed early in November on that old topic 
that is always trotted out on slow news days, that of “Mobile Phones cause cancer”. He said 
“Perhaps I have over-estimated the knowledge of reporters. The physics has been clear since 
Einstein was awarded the 1920 Nobel Prize in Physics that all known cancer agents create 
mutant strands of DNA.  Photons with wavelengths longer than ultraviolet (which begins at the 
blue end of the visible spectrum) can’t create mutant strands of DNA, and hence do not lead to 
cancer. Cell phone radiation, therefore, cannot cause brain cancer.”  
 
Won’t stop the ABC though, they’ll continue to flog it…….. 
 
 

Beatles. 
 
If you were a Beatles fan and most of us who were around in the 
60’s were, then this site is for you. Someone has gone to a lot of 
trouble and compiled all their songs and put them all together in 
the one big list. Just scroll down the list to find the song you want 
to hear, then click the link.  
 
You can get the list HERE 
 

 
Music video site 
 
This is also an excellent music site, click HERE then click on the words (haven’t a clue what 
they mean) – but it’s good fun. 
 

 
Despatches from your Da Nang correspondent……… 
 
The only other time I have been in Viet Nam in the month of October was during my 
Government sponsored junket of 1968. 
 
In those times peace, happiness and good will to all men (and women) was in very short 
supply. For most of us ex-military Vietnam Veterans’, all we wanted to do was to survive, get 
out of the place in one piece and return to Australia. 
 
Therefore, for me, it was a very pleasant surprise to discover that the 20th of October is a very 
special day in the Vietnamese calendar in that it is “Womens’ Day”. The Vietnamese also 
celebrate International Womens’ Day which is held on 8th March each year but it does not share 
the same significance as the 20th October. 
 
On this special day, the country recognizes the important contribution which all women have 
made to the progress of this beautiful country. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Robert_L._Park
http://fuldans.se/?v=tqfsgcxvgb
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On many corners and along the main roads of all cities and villages you will see numerous 
flower-sellers displaying their floral creations which are purchased by the people passing by on 
their bicycles, motorbikes and even some of foot which are to be presented to an important lady 
in their life with the words “Chuc mung ngay phu nu Viet Nam” which means “Happy Viet Nam 
Womens’ Day” (I knew that – tb).  
 
When I suggested to some Vietnamese friends that I thought every day should be Womens’ 
Day, the ladies eagerly agreed with me but the men gave me a polite smile as to say “Yeah – 
whatever”. 
 
As in many cultures, it’s the man, the husband or the father who thinks he is the boss cocky in 
the hen house but, in fact, it’s the woman, the wife or the mother who rules the roost. Us blokes 
are slow learners!!!! 
 
Flowers are a very important part of the Vietnamese culture and are used in many ceremonies 
such as births, marriages, funerals, Tet (the Vietnamese New Year), etc. The variety of the 
species and the colours are a feast for the eyes. In every market in Viet Nam you will see many 
flower-sellers with a huge variety of arrangements on display at incredibly cheap prices. 
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The city of Đà Lat is situated in the central highlands of Viet Nam and is perched 1,500 meters 
(5,000ft) above sea level. With its year-round cool weather, Đà Lạt cultivates many temperate 
vegetables and flowers products for supply to all of Viet Nam. The Da Lat strawberries are a 
delight to die for – sweet, plump and with deep red flesh throughout the fruit. 
 
The Đà Lat roses are an especially beautiful flower and come in all sorts of colours and shades, 
such as red, pink, velvet and yellow. Đà Lat brides love to decorate their weddings with the 
local white roses. 
 
Some other of the many flower species cultivated in Đà Lat include Hydrangea, Gerbras, Peach 
Blossom, Orchids, Mimosa, Flame Tree, Gladiola and Pansies. 
 
If you have never visited this beautiful country in peacetime, I would strongly suggest you do so 
and soon!! The people are polite, very friendly and hospitable. 
 
With the current Australian dollar being so strong, the exchange rate into the local currency, the 
Dong, has never been better. As an example, when 
visiting the local market in Da Nang, I purchased 1Kg 
each of mango, rambutan and mangostein at a total 
cost of $5.  
 
The current exchange rate is around the 19,000 dong 
for an Australian dollar (recently I got 20,000 Dong to 
the Ozzie dollar). A stubby of beer, depending on the 
brand and where you drink it, costs between 10,000 – 
30,000 dong or between 50 cents and $1:50 – for those 
interested in that filthy habit…….  
 
With prices like these, the more you eat and drink, the 
more you save. And yes, 33 is still available, thought 
these days the alcoholic content is a bit more constant 
that it used to be. 
 
What a great country!!!!!! 

 
 
Pilot wanted. 
 
If you’re an ex-driver of the RAAF’s aeroplanes, but, now as a mister you’re sick of the straight 
and level stuff that civvy aeroplane owners insist their conveyances must be flown and you feel 
for a bit of excitement, well, we just might have the job for you. 
 

The Magnificent DaLat Palace hotel – which overlooks the town. 

The popular Larry’s Bar – part of 
the DaLat hotel 
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Provided you don’t mind a bit of travel, it’s not a lot of travel really, just over to Kenya, and 
you’ve still got your bone-dome, orange flying suit and leather gloves, then this is possibly 
exactly what you’ve been waiting for – the chance to be the first to fly the “Kenyan Cruncher”, a 
hot little two seater that’s sure to make the aviation industry sit up and take note. 
 
Is this you?? – if so, click HERE 
 
  
 

Byrne’s Law: In any electrical circuit, appliances and wiring will always 
burn out to protect fuses. 

 
 

The Emergency Bra. 
 
Now this is a subject that I know a lot about that. I’ve been interested in these ‘devices’ since I 
was about 15 – and the older I get, the more interested in them I seem to get. After all, they 
have a very useful and important job to do, tirelessly providing support and enhancement day 
after day and might I say 
providing a good fist of it. 
Well, someone has taken the 
standard version and after 
careful study has decided 
there was another use for 
this essentially feminine item 
of attire.  
 
They have come up with the 
Emergency Bra!!! 
 
In case of an emergency, 
like an A-bomb attack, or 
something similar, the 
Emergency Bra transforms from a supportive garment into two respiratory face masks at the 
snap of a catch. Caught in a disaster? You'd better hope your friend is wearing the Emergency 
Bra. Simply rip the garment off her, separate the cups, and bung them on -- one cup for you 
and one for your friend and you can both breathe easily.  
 

Ukrainian born scientist, Dr. Elena Bodnar, won an 
Ignoble Award for the invention last year, an annual tribute 
to scientific research that on the surface seems goofy but 
is often surprisingly practical. And now Bodnar has 
brought the eBra to the public; purchase one online for 
just $29.95, and you can get yours HERE.  
 
"The goal of any emergency respiratory device is to 
achieve tight fixation and full coverage. Luckily, the 
wonderful design of the bra is already in the shape of a 

http://www.foxnews.com/scitech/2010/09/23/emergency-remove-bra/
http://ebbra.bigcartel.com/
http://www.wikio.com/themes/Elena+Bodnar
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face mask and so with the addition of a few design features, the Emergency Bra enhances the 
efficiency of minimizing contaminated bypass air flow," explains the eBra website.  
 
It sounds silly, but Bodnar, a Ukraine native who now lives in Chicago, started her medical 
career studying the effects of the 1986 Chernobyl nuclear plant disaster. If people had had 
cheap, readily available gas masks in the first hours after the disaster, she said, they may have 
avoided breathing in Iodine-131, which causes radiation sickness. 
 
The bra-turned-gas masks could have also been useful during the Sept. 11 terrorist attacks, 
and for women caught outside during the dust storms that recently enveloped Sydney, she said 
(don’t forget the chance of being stuck in the middle of an A-bomb blast either). 
 
"You have to be prepared all the time, at any place, at any moment, and practically every 
woman wears a bra," she said. Her patented devices also look pretty, no different from a 
conventional bra, she added. 
 
So girls, whenever there is an emergency in the making, all you have to do is whip off the old 
bra, separate the important bits, put one on, give the other to a passer-by, and Voila.  
 
We’ll be having trials next week at the WACA– blokes, ring now to book your seat!!!!! 
 
 
 

I hate sex in the movies. Tried it once. 
The seat folded up, the drink spilled and that ice, well, it really chilled the mood. 

 

 
Eat your fruit and veggies. 
 
Remember when you were a kid and your mum was always at you to eat up your vegs 
otherwise you hair wouldn’t curl, or you couldn’t see in the dark, or you’d get pimples, or worst 
of all, you wouldn’t get any desert. Well it seems mum was right after all as it has been proven 
that fruit and veggies (and fish) really are beneficial to you. Here’s what you should eat, and 
what the benefits are:  
   
 

  Apples  Protects your heart  prevents 
constipation  

Blocks diarrhea  Improves lung 
capacity  

Cushions joints  

Apricots  Combats cancer  Controls blood 
pressure  

Saves your 
eyesight  

Shields against 
Alzheimer's  

Slows aging process  

Artichokes  Aids digestion  Lowers 
cholesterol  

Protects your 
heart  

Stabilizes blood 
sugar  

Guards against liver 
disease  

Avocados  Battles diabetes  Lowers 
cholesterol  

Helps stops 
strokes  

Controls blood 
pressure  

Smooths skin  

Bananas  Protects your heart  Quiets a cough  Strengthens 
bones  

Controls blood 
pressure  

Blocks diarrhea  

Beans  Prevents 
constipation  

Helps 
hemorrhoids  

Lowers 
cholesterol  

Combats cancer  Stabilizes blood 
sugar  

Beets  Controls blood Combats Strengthens Protects your Aids weight loss  
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pressure  cancer  bones  heart  
Blueberries  Combats cancer  Protects your 

heart  
Stabilizes blood 

sugar  
Boosts memory  Prevents 

constipation  
Broccoli  Strengthens bones  Saves eyesight  Combats cancer  Protects your 

heart  
Controls blood 

pressure  
Cabbage  Combats cancer  Prevents 

constipation  
Promotes weight 

loss  
Protects your 

heart  
Helps hemorrhoids  

Cantaloupe  Saves eyesight  Controls blood 
pressure  

Lowers 
cholesterol  

Combats cancer  Supports immune 
system  

Carrots  Saves eyesight  Protects your 
heart  

Prevents 
constipation  

Combats cancer  Promotes weight loss  

Cauliflower  Protects against 
Prostate Cancer  

Combats Breast 
Cancer  

Strengthens 
bones  

Banishes 
bruises  

Guards against heart 
disease  

Cherries  Protects your heart  Combats 
Cancer  

Ends insomnia  Slows aging 
process  

Shields against 
Alzheimer's  

Chestnuts  Promotes weight 
loss  

Protects your 
heart  

Lowers 
cholesterol  

Combats Cancer  Controls blood 
pressure  

Chili 
peppers  

Aids digestion  Soothes sore 
throat  

Clears sinuses  Combats Cancer  Boosts immune 
system  

Figs  Promotes weight 
loss  

Helps stops 
strokes  

Lowers 
cholesterol  

Combats Cancer  Controls blood 
pressure  

Fish  Protects your heart  Boosts memory  Prevents 
childhood 

asthma   

Combats Cancer  Supports immune 
system  

Flax  Aids digestion  Battles diabetes  Protects your 
heart  

Improves mental 
health  

Boosts immune 
system  

Garlic  Lowers cholesterol  Controls blood 
pressure  

Combats cancer  kills bacteria  Fights fungus  

Grapefruit  Protects against 
heart attacks  

Promotes 
Weight loss  

Helps stops 
strokes  

Combats 
Prostate Cancer  

Lowers cholesterol  

Grapes  Saves eyesight  Conquers 
kidney stones  

Combats cancer  Enhances blood 
flow  

Protects your heart  

Green tea  Combats cancer  Protects your 
heart  

Helps stops 
strokes  

Promotes Weight 
loss  

Kills bacteria  

Honey  Heals wounds  Aids digestion  Guards against 
ulcers  

In= creases 
energy  

Fights allergies  

Lemons  Combats cancer  Protects your 
heart  

Controls blood 
pressure  

Smooths skin  Stops scurvy  

Limes  Combats cancer  Protects your 
heart  

Controls blood 
pressure  

Smooths skin  Stops scurvy  

Mangoes  Combats cancer  Boosts memory  Regulates 
thyroid  

aids digestion  Shields against 
Alzheimer's  

Mushrooms  Controls blood 
pressure  

Lowers 
cholesterol  

Kills bacteria  Combats cancer  Strengthens bones  

Oats  Lowers cholesterol  Combats 
cancer  

Battles diabetes  prevents 
constipation  

Smooths skin  

Olive oil  Protects your heart  Promotes 
Weight loss  

Combats cancer  Battles diabetes  Smooths skin  

Onions  Reduce risk of heart 
attack  

Combats 
cancer  

Kills bacteria  Lowers 
cholesterol  

Fights fungus  

Oranges  Supports immune 
systems  

Combats 
cancer  

Protects your 
heart  

Straightens 
respiration  

 
  

Peaches  prevents 
constipation  

Combats 
cancer  

Helps stops 
strokes  

aids digestion  Helps haemorrhoids  

Peanuts  Protects against Promotes Combats Lowers Aggravates  
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heart disease  Weight loss  Prostate Cancer  cholesterol  Diverticulitis  

Pineapple  Strengthens bones  Relieves colds  Aids digestion  Dissolves warts  Blocks diarrhoea  
Prunes  Slows aging 

process  
prevents 

constipation  
boosts memory  Lowers 

cholesterol  
Protects against 

heart disease  
Rice  Protects your heart  Battles diabetes  Conquers kidney 

stones  
Combats cancer  Helps stops strokes  

Strawberries  Combats cancer  Protects your 
heart  

boosts memory  Calms stress   
  

Sweet 
potatoes  

Saves your eyesight  Lifts mood  Combats cancer  Strengthens 
bones  

 
  

Tomatoes  Protects prostate  Combats 
cancer  

Lowers 
cholesterol  

Protects your 
heart  

 
  

Walnuts  Lowers cholesterol  Combats 
cancer  

boosts memory  Lifts mood  Protects against 
heart disease  

Water  Promotes Weight 
loss  

Combats 
cancer  

Conquers kidney 
stones  

Smooths skin   
  

Watermelon  Protects prostate  Promotes 
Weight loss  

Lowers 
cholesterol  

Helps stops 
strokes  

Controls blood 
pressure  

Wheat germ  Combats Colon 
Cancer  

prevents 
constipation  

Lowers 
cholesterol  

Helps stops 
strokes  

improves digestion  

Wheat bran  Combats Colon 
Cancer  

prevents 
constipation  

Lowers 
cholesterol  

Helps stops 
strokes  

improves digestion  

Yogurt  Guards against 
ulcers  

Strengthens 
bones  

Lowers 
cholesterol  

Supports 
immune systems  

Aids digestion  
 

  
 

 
We’ll be asking questions later!!! 
 
 

Once upon  a time it used to be only death and taxes that you could rely on. 
Now, of course, there's shipping and handling, too. 

 
 

Divorce. 
  
This is so incredibly well put together. I can hardly believe it's a young person, a student no 
less!!!!! 
  
Whenever he runs and whatever he runs for -  I'll vote for him...  See HERE 
  
 
  

How to email: 
 
Being an ex-radtech, I’m an expert on these things, and being an airy, I’m a big expert, I’m also 
a damn handsome brute so pay attention… 
 
When you receive an email and you wish to forward it onto someone else, you should never 
disclose the email address from whense it came. 
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Do you wonder why you get viruses or junk mail? Every time you forward an e-mail there is 
information left over from the people that got the message before you, 
namely their e-mail address.  
 
As the messages get forwarded along, the list of addresses builds, and 
builds, and builds, and all it takes is for some poor sap to get a virus and his 
computer can send that virus to every e-mail address that has come across 
his computer.  
 
Or, someone can take all of those addresses and sell them or send junk mail to them in the 
hope that you will go to the site and he will make five cents.   
 
How do you stop it? Most of us know how to do it, but a lot don’t. So, here’s what you should 
do. 
 
There are two easy steps:  
 
 1 When you forward an e-mail DELETE all of the other addresses that appear in the 

body of the message. That's right, DELETE them. Highlight them and delete them, 
backspace them, cut them, whatever it is you know how to do. It only takes a 
second.  

 2 Whenever you send an e-mail don't use the "To:" or "Cc:" columns for adding e-mail 
address. Always use the "BCC:" (blind carbon copy) column for listing the e-mail 
addresses. This way the people that you send to only see their own e-mail address.  

 
If you don't see your "BCC:" option click on where it says To:" and your address list will appear. 
Highlight the address and choose BCC and that's it ... it's that easy.  
 
So please, in the future, let's stop the junk mail and the viruses!  
 
 

Reminds me of my safari in Africa. Somebody forgot the corkscrew and for several days we 
had to live on nothing but food and water. 

 

Rigby. 
 
 
Paul Rigby was a Melbourne boy, born in 1925 and grew up in 
Sandringham, a bay suburb. After leaving school, he studied art while 
working as a commercial artist. During World War II, he served in North 
Africa and Europe with the Royal Australian Air Force and after 
hostilities ceased, he returned to Melbourne, completed his studies in 
commercial art and took on a teaching job. 
 
In 1949, he decided to go to Europe but only got as far as Perth before 
the money ran out. He took a job in commercial art and was soon 
illustrating for the Daily News and Western Mail. In 1952, he became 
the first editorial cartoonist on the Daily News.  
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He usually drew a small boy and a dog somewhere in his detailed cartoons and it became a 
game with the readers to find them. 
 
He died in Busselton, WA. on the 15th November, 2006. 
 
Many years ago, he visited the RAAF base at Butterworth and being an old RAAF bloke 
himself, was easily persuaded to draw a cartoon of the activities on the base, as he saw it. 
 
You can see it HERE 
 
 
 

I’ve just been on a “once in a lifetime” holiday, I tell you what, never again!! 
 
 

 
Bad day. 
 
Sometimes it just isn’t your day – no matter how hard you try, nothing seems to go quite right. 
Take this bloke who is demonstrating a ‘fail safe’ motor bike as an example. It is fitted with all 
the latest gadgetry that is supposed to keep him safe and sound, but the poor bloke has 
obviously never heard of Mr Murphy – see HERE 
 
 

 
Pakistan. 
 
Read THIS – then make up your own mind, some will agree with it, others won’t. We’re lucky, 
we can have differing points of view in this country. 
 
 
 

 
Suicidal twin kills sister by mistake! 

 
 
 
 

Privacy Problems. 
 
 
The Defence Forces Welfare Association (DFWA) recently wrote to the Minister for Veterans’ 
Affairs, Warren Snowden, concerning the practice of releasing an ex-serviceman, 
servicewoman’s medical records. As it stands, records can be released 30 years after they had 
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been created, during what is called the “Open Access Period”. There are plans to reduce this 
period from 30 years to 20 years, over a 10 year period, commencing on the 1st January, 2011. 
 
This concerns all servicemen and women who have service records that are over 30 years old. 
National Archives will in all probability release ALL of your service records – enlistment, annual 
reports, medical records, postings and other service history. You will not be told that your 
records are released, but the privacy of the person requesting YOUR records will be observed. 
 
It seems YOUR right to privacy is ignored. 
 
Currently, the National Archives grants unrestricted access to a member’s records to anyone 
after the current 30 year period, provided the requesting party pays the relevant fee. This new 
procedure will mean that a member could have his/her records released to the public domain 
while he/she is still alive. 
 
You can read the letter HERE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

BLESSED ARE THOSE WHO ARE CRACKED, FOR THEY ARE THE ONES WHO LET IN THE LIGHT! 
 

OK, I'll be going to my room now. 
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My Story 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Rod Faux. 
 
I joined the RAAF as a fresh faced appy on 31RAC in January 1977. I 
remember the shock of being told to get a haircut (I’d had a neat “trim” 
– this was the 70’s – to shoulder length only a week or two earlier!) 
before we left the Melbourne recruiting centre for the bus ride to 
Laverton.  
 
About 70 of us, freshly scalped and half dazed, eventually tumbled off 
the various buses to be yelled at, pushed, prodded and goaded in to 
some semblance of order outside the blocks, where we were given our 
first introduction to our new home. The good news was that if we 
wanted to leave we could, no questions, just put our hand up and we were on our way home. 
From memory, I think one bloke did just that – back on the same bus he’d arrived on while the 
rest of us were still wondering what we’d got ourselves in to. 
 
6 weeks of learning left from right, how to iron a shirt, how to make a bed – what was the point 
of bed-rolls anyway? – how to shave (this was something I had done twice before, so I was 
ahead there!!), and how to line up. Line up for inspection before going on parade, line up to 
march to parade, line up for parade, line up for marching to the mess, line up in the mess, line 
up to march back from the mess, line up for the sake of lining up. 
 
Finally in to the exciting phase of actually learning about electronics. I think by now we were 
down to about 60, and we separated into 2 classes, 31A and 31B. Although we didn’t know it at 
the time, we were to stay pretty much settled in those classes throughout our time at Radschool 
and after just over 18 months of instructors’ 
grief about 30 of us graduated in December 
1978. Those of us in 31A graduating as Airies, 
and those in 31B as Groundies. 
 
Unleashed upon an unsuspecting world, my 
first posting was to East Sale, where I spent a 
very pleasant 6 months forgetting everything I 
had learned at Radschool while working on the 
Macchi flight line. East Sale for me was all new 
drinking games, songs, and girls. This was the 
life. Trips away, back seat rides with the 
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Roulettes, those fancy white overalls, and good times with mates impressing the local girls with 
our “man-of-the-world” attitude, and our capacity for alcohol. Maybe not that impressive looking 
back on it, but certainly fun at the time. 
 
I then had 6 months in the Dak hanger. Real aeroplanes! Real radio work! Well, black box 
changes. It was the closest I’d come so far. And it got me off what had become a bloody 
freezing flight line. Although I do remember some early morning pre-flights for the Daks where 
there would be an inch of ice all over the things and the wings were a very slippery slope. I 
would take a run-up, push with both hands as I jumped, and slide gracelessly back and fall flat 
on my bum. I think I still have the bruises, but it was apparently 
vastly amusing to others!! I recall at one point we were doing some 
work for the civilian airstrips, which involved the Dak flying in at 100 
Knots at 100 Feet, with me standing on the pilots’ armrests, my 
head in the astrodome and “marking” the beacons as we flew over 
them, while some-one else “timed” the signals from them. The buzz 
of flying along at that speed and height with my head stuck up above the fuselage is something 
I will always remember. 
 
A man and woman were having dinner in a fine restaurant. They were gazing lovingly at each 
other and holding hands. Their waitress, taking another order at a table a few steps away, 
suddenly noticed the man slowly sliding down his chair and under the table, but the woman 
acted unconcerned. 
The waitress watched as the man slid all the way down his chair and out of sight under the 
table. Still, the woman appeared calm and unruffled, apparently unaware her dining companion 
had disappeared. 
The waitress went over to the table and said to the woman, "Pardon me, ma'am, but I think 
your husband just slid under the table. 
The woman calmly looked up at her and said, "No, he didn't. He just walked in." 
 
Then it was in to the workshop for a stint on the Doppler bench. The major fault with this 
particular piece of equipment was it was fitted to aircraft. In this case the antenna, which was 
supposed to move with the aircraft’s drift angle, was in an unsealed section of the tail plane, 
and would often become a solid block of ice. The pilot would report the unit faulty, no drift 
angle, and both box and 
antenna would be duly 
replaced by the hanger techs. I 
would warm them up and dry 
them out in the workshop, get 
them going again and send 
them back. No-one ever 
seemed to get bored of this 
cycle and it kept me occupied 
for the rest of my time at Sale.  
 
In mid 1980 I was given the 
good news – a posting to 
2OCU at Willytown. Arriving at 
a new Squadron was always going to be a nervous affair, but when I stand a commanding 
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165cm (5ft 5in in the real money – a bit short you might say) and then the first two people I 
meet are Tony “Lurch” Kendall and Grant “Biggus” Drew, I figured someone had made a 

mistake. However, Lurch and I got on well together when we were 
sent to “purgatory” at the Macchi end, and Biggus remains a friend 
today. One of the most memorable things at this time was being sent 
to New Zealand on exercise in early 1981, and spending a very 
pleasant Sunday afternoon in the Airmen’s Boozer, drinking far too 
much and pointing out to our hosts all the problems with their cricket 
team, only to watch that infamous moment when Trevor Chappell 
bowled underarm. Somehow we got out alive, although I seem to 
recall a lot of apologies, excuses and “our shout” peace offerings 
were required.  
 
On another occasion we were on exercise at Learmonth when a 
Macchi pilot decided to show his ground crew passenger 

(electrician/instrument fitter?) what it was like to “bounce” a Mirage. The Macchi came in low, 
passing beneath the Mirage as it took off, and what everyone got to see was the effect of jet 
wash. The Macchi completed the circuit, landed, and taxied in with the skin peeled back from 
the wing tanks, the wings bent, fuel and oil leaking all over the place, a very embarrassed pilot 
and one extremely pale passenger. I don’t recall the exact figures, but safe to say it was 
somewhat over its “g” limits. The aircraft was eventually trucked back to Pierce. 
   
Mid 1981 saw a posting to Butterworth. 75 
Squadron was going to be my home for 
the next 2 years. As it turned out I stayed 
with 75 when they came back to Darwin, 
and didn’t leave until 1988 when the 
Squadron was re-equipped with Hornets 
and moved to Tindal.  
 
I started in Butterworth safely single and 
intent on staying that way as I enjoyed life, 
saved money, and prepared for my 
eventual return to Oz. (Click HERE to hear 
Radio Mouth Butterworth closing off for 
the night). 
 
 All good intentions that lasted until my first trip to Thailand. I did what many before and many 
after have done, fell head-over-heels in love with the place. The food, the women, the sights, 
the women, the booze, the women, the booze, did I mention the women; what more could a 21 
year old, single, hormone-fueled, relatively well-paid, Aussie lad have asked for? I shouldn’t 
have asked. It wasn’t long before I met the lovely Thai lady who was to become my wife and 
arranged for her to move in with me at Butterworth.  
 
In August 1983 the Squadron relocated back to Darwin taking me with them. 5 years in Darwin 
went far too fast. Settled in to married life, my wife had come equipped with a son and it wasn’t 
long before a matching daughter came along. Camping, fishing, good friends and a relaxed 
tropical lifestyle, but it couldn’t last. 
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Early 1988 and a posting back to Radschool as an instructor. Somehow I fell into instructing 
transmitters and felt fairly comfortable with it. But after 2 years there was something missing, 
and with neither a promotion nor a posting in the offing I gave myself the big promotion of “Big 
‘M’, little ‘R’, dot”.  
 
I found a job with what was then AWADI, as a transmitter tech at the Jindalee Over The 
Horizon Radar. I had become a groundie! 4 years at the transmitter site, some 180 Km from 
Alice Springs, was a bit too much for the wife and we parted ways. I ended up moving back into 
the bright lights of Alice Springs to take up a position at the Jindalee receiver site, where I 
worked as QAO for a couple of years. 
 
 
While creating Husbands, God promised Women that good and ideal Husbands would be 
found in all corners of the earth. And then he made the earth round. 
 
 
1996 was to be a year of change. I had found a new lady to share my life, and we moved to 
Cairns where I was to try my hand at working on aircraft again. After 3 months I found it wasn’t 
for me, and managed to get a job working for 7 Queensland maintaining the ABC and SBS TV 
and Radio transmitters in FNQ – back to being a groundie. Somehow we were supposed to 
provide service within 4 hours of any failure. A challenging task as it involved an area from 
Dunk Island to Thursday Island and across to Kunnanurra and Weipa, where travel alone could 
be measured in days. The sites were monitored by a team in Brisbane and trying to explain 
some of the distances and differences between FNQ and “down south” occasionally proved a 
bit difficult. I can remember being called one time when they wanted to know why a particular 
site was off air. When I explained that while the site was only about 2 km from where I lived, we 
were in the middle of a cyclone and power to the whole area was off. 
They still wanted me to go and “see if there’s anything that can be 
done”. My response was predictable, but un-printable!   
 
After 3 years, 7 did not get a renewal on the contract and I was again in 
the job market. Imparja Television were in the process of expanding 
their transmitter network and I managed to talk myself into the Project 
Managers position. Imparja grew from their original 6 transmitter sites, 
covering remote NT and SA, to 28 sites that also provided coverage 
over remote QLD and NSW, and I created myself a job of looking after 
all the transmitters they now owned. I settled in to the job, enjoyed the travel, had the kids in 
school, got the mortgage and relaxed. 
 
However, after 5 years the itch got me again and I started looking around. By this time the kids 
had left home, and there wasn’t a lot holding us in Alice Springs. The opportunity came up to 
take over a small guesthouse in Hua Hin, Thailand, and I had never lost my love of the place, 
and somehow managed to convince the wife that this would be a good thing. Talk about a sea-
change! 
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We moved to Thailand in 2004, and gave it our best to try to make a living out of the 
guesthouse. However, after 2 years of backwards travel in the bank account, we gave away the 
guesthouse idea and converted to a bar, with the rooms to be used for “other” purposes. 
Unfortunately my wife 
decided she had had 
enough of Thailand, and 
I became single again.  
 
I now have the unique 
claim to fame of having 
married a Thai, bringing 
her to Australia and 
divorcing her, and 
marry-ing an Australian, 
taking her to Thailand 
and divorcing her. 
There’s a lesson in there 
somewhere. 
 
By 2008 I needed 
something more than 
just the bar to keep me 
occupied and I started coming back to Australia for 3 month contracts, doing part of my old job 
of maintaining Imparja’s transmitters.  
 
And so I find myself living in Thailand for about 9 months each year, with a Thai girlfriend, and 
a bar to prop up and recount tall stories at. Then the other 3 months I’m back traveling around 
Australia checking that people can still see a picture and hear almost matching sounds when 
watching Imparja.  
 
So if you see an Imparja Patrol out on the road, give us a wave, and if you’re ever in Hua Hin, 
make sure you drop in for a beer. 
 
And – if you went to Vietnam, back in the 60’s to 70’s, THIS will bring back memories…… 
 
 
Paddy was waiting at the bus stop with his mate when a truck went by loaded up with rolls of 
turf.  Paddy said, 'I gonna do that when I win lottery' 'What's dat, says his mate. 'Send me lawn 
away to be cut' 
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Global Warming. 
 
Early in September, the SBS TV show, Insight, put to air an Insight Special with internationally 
renowned climate change scientist Stephen 
Schneider. The show was recorded in June of 
2010, but, unfortunately, a few weeks after the 
program was recorded, Stephen Schneider died 
on a flight from Stockholm to London. He was 65 
years old and had been battling a serious illness 
for some time. 
 
Stephen Schneider was a passionate believer 
that science should engage directly with the 
public on the issue of climate change and it was 
in this spirit that he appeared on INSIGHT where 
he faced a crowd of 52 climate sceptics who were 
asking the questions. His quiet and reasoned 
approach was very refreshing and a completely 
different approach to that employed by the 
zealots who try and ram their thoughts into you 
more as a doctrine than a reasoned argument. 

 
Stephen Schneider was the Professor of 
Interdisciplinary Environmental Studies at Stanford 
University and was an internationally recognised 
leader in research on climate change. He served 
as a consultant on the issue to every U.S. 
President from Nixon to Obama. 
 
Perhaps it’s time to revisit the data that Frank Alley 
told us about some time ago, you can re-read it 
HERE 
 

 
Alcohol preserves everything – except secrets. 

 
 
 
 

Space Travel. 
 
Just the other day I was thinking about taking a quick trip out to the nearest star, Proxima 
Centauri, which is only about 4.2 light years to the west of Broome. I considered Alpha 
Centauri, but I was afraid its binary star system might confuse the Land Cruiser’s GPS I'd use 
for navigation. 
 

http://austradesecure.com/radschool/Vol25/page7.htm
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One of the first steps for my trip is to calculate the power required. For a variety of practical 
reasons, I'll make it a 50-year trip. I could make it in 4.2 years, or close to it, if I really got going, 
but that would require a lot more power because of the much higher acceleration and would 
probably smash my body against the back wall of the spacecraft. Taking a leisurely 50-year trip 
to Proxima Centauri will 
take a lot less fuel, and so 
less weight, and I'll have 
time for some reading.  
 
The spacecraft that went 
to the moon weighed in at 
about 30,000 kg. That 
might be a bit small. I'll be 
gone for 50 years, so I 
might need a little more 
room than that for food, 
water, recreation, and 
elbow space. But I can 
use the latest technology 
to save weight, and I 
could probably live in a 
confined space for a mere 
50 years, so let’s work on 
30,000 kg. 
 
To accomplish the acceleration (first half of the trip) and deceleration (second half) of 30 tonnes 
of bits of stuff and me, to travel the 397,353,600,000,000Klms in 25 years, will possibly require 
about 68 megawatts of energy per hour, or about 5% of the 
Gladstone coal-fired power plant unit per hour. That adds up 
to around 30 million gigawatt-hours, or 30 terawatt-hours in 
total. 
 
If I am efficient and generate 1 mwh from 225 Kg of coal, 
we'll need 212,000 tonnes of coal and 292,000 tonnes of 
oxygen, which will add a little weight to my 30,000 kg 
spacecraft. Of course, it would take millions of times more 
coal and oxygen than this to accelerate the coal and oxygen 
itself. 
 
So maybe oxidation is not the best way to power my spacecraft. Even if I use natural gas, 
hydrogen, or firewood, it will not be feasible. 
 
So I'll go with nuclear power. But it will still take a whole lot of fuel to generate the 30 terawatt-
hours of power I need to get to Proxima Centauri, even at near 100% efficiency. In addition, if I 
use thrusters that use jets of matter to propel the spacecraft, I will need a lot of tonnes of matter 
to spew out the nozzles. And it will require millions more tonnes to accelerate those 
tonnes...This trip to Proxima Centauri is sure getting complicated. It just takes far too much 
power to get there in a reasonable time.  
 



RAAF Radschool Association Magazine – Vol 33 
Page 8 

 

C 

Maybe, just maybe, there is a reason I have never met someone from another star system. 
 
 
 
 

ARN 6. 
 
John Mackesy has rebuilt an old 
favourite of his, the AN/ARN-6 Radio 
compass that was used in the 
Canberras. He says he rebuilt it a few 
years ago and it is complete and bog 
standard. He says “they go well - I used 
to fly around with them in the '60s.”  
 
He says “John McLaren tells the story of 
his first job after Radschool. He was 
taken to a hangar piled high with ARN-
6's, at least a hundred or more and told: 
'Here John, this lot's yours. We want 
them all fixed'.  
 

He got them all done eventually, and never touched one again!” 
 
 

 
Corduroy pillows are making headlines! 

 
 
 
 

Oshkosh. 
 
Oshkosh, which has a normal population of about 63,000 people, is a city in Wisconsin, USA, 
and is located on Lake Winnebago. It is also the home of the Experimental Aircraft 
Association’s (EAA) air show, the EAA AirVenture Oshkosh, "The World's Greatest Aviation 
Celebration." It is the world's largest airshow and is held every year, lasts for 7 days and starts 
on the last Monday in July. The EAA is a non-profit organization, dedicated to home-built 
aircraft, restored aircraft, and light-sport aircraft. 
 
During AirVenture, air traffic at Wittman Regional Airport 
exceeds that of any other airport in the world.  
 
It is estimated that between 10,000–15,000 aircraft visit Wittman 
Field each year during the fly-in with attendance at somewhere 
between 200-300,000 people. Even though it’s all VFR, I pity the 
controllers, they definitely earn their pay…… To accommodate 
the huge number of aircraft around the airport and the nearby 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Oshkosh_Airshow
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Homebuilt_aircraft
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Homebuilt_aircraft
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Light-sport_Aircraft
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wittman_Regional_Airport
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airspace, a NOTAM is issued each year, choreographing the normal and emergency (if need 
be) circuit procedures. Air/ground comms between controller and aircraft are kept to a minimum 
with most instructions being broadcast on the ATIS. If you plan to fly into Oshkosh, you have to 
know what you’re doing…. 
 
Click HERE to listen to a typical 5 minutes of ATC at Oshkosh. 
 
Hotels, dormitories, and many private guest rooms in the region are almost always filled to 
capacity during the fly-in. There is also a Hilton Hotel located directly on the airport grounds, 
however, the majority of visitors camp, either under the wing of their airplane, in a van or 
campavan, or next to their car – a bit like Birdsville, but on a humungous scale. Birdsville 
number their aircraft movements in the hundreds – Oshkosh in the thousands…….. 
 
To ensure the event runs smoothly, more than 4,000 volunteers contribute approximately 
250,000 hours before, during and after the event. These volunteers are primarily EAA members 
and provide flight line marshaling, war bird security, crowd control, cleaning, custom 
(homebuilt) aircraft parking and Emergency Services. Hundreds of extra police are brought in to 
control vehicular traffic.  
 
Approximately 1,100 portable toilets are supplied for the event, and EAA estimates that more 
than 2 million sheets of toilet paper are used – so there!!! 
 
You can see some wonderful examples of the aircraft at the 2010 show HERE 
 
 
 

Vietnam Vets association of Aust. 
 
Bruce Jones has let us know that there is now a site 
dedicated to the Vietnam Vets which contains many 
photos and which is definitely worth a look.  
 
You can see it HERE 
 
We pinched one of the photos from the site, (right) and 
even though the face is familiar, this old codger has 
hidden his true identity by wearing dark glasses. We think 
we know who he is, but we’re not sure…… 
 
Does anyone recognise this bloke, who incidentally, 
should have been at work instead of being on the street, 
making a nuisance of himself….... 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Airspace
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/NOTAM
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Automatic_Terminal_Information_Service
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hilton_Hotel
http://marcbrecy.perso.neuf.fr/Oshkosh.html
http://www.google.com.au/images?hl=en&newwindow=1&safe=off&biw=1665&bih=940&gbv=2&tbs=isch:1&sa=1&q=vietnam+veterans+australia&aq=f&aqi=&aql=&oq=&gs_rfai=


RAAF Radschool Association Magazine – Vol 33 
Page 8 

 

E 

 
You're just jealous because the voices only talk to me. 

 
 
 

Life on Earth wiped out every 27 million years. 
 
FIRST the bad news - scientists are now 99 per cent certain mass extinction events on Earth 
are as regular as clockwork. The good news? There's still 16 million years to go until the next 
one. That's the finding from scientists from the University of Kansas and the Smithsonian 
Institute in the US, where they've mapped out all Earth's extinction events from the past 600 
million years. According to what they've seen, life on Earth is wiped out every 27 million years. 
 
It's not going to be global warming that finishes us all off, either. 
 
Unfortunately for our planet, it passes through a shower of comets every 27 million years, and it 
very rarely escapes unscathed. Of the last 20 times we made a galactic run for our lives 
through the comet shower, Earth only escaped with most of its biological organisms intact six 
times. The most widely publicised one was 65 million years ago, when a 15km wide asteroid hit 
the Earth in Mexico with the force of a billion atomic bombs and wiped out the dinosaurs. 
 
There's also more bad news - the extinction scenario rate is not strictly accurate. Sometimes 
the asteroids ambush all life on Earth up to 10 million years earlier than they should. The good 
news is all on the side of our Sun's dark twin Nemesis, which until now received an unfairly 
large proportion of bad 
press, being considered 
responsible for the 
bombardment. 
 
The theory used to be 
that Nemesis passed 
through a huge, even by 
universal standards, belt 
of dust and ice called the 
Oort cloud (named after 
Jan Hendrik Oort ) every 
27 million years, sending 
the comets our way.  
 
Now scientists say that 
because the extinction 
scenarios happen so 
regularly, Nemesis 
couldn't be responsible, 
as its orbit would have 
changed over such a 
long time. 
 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nemesis_(star)
http://www.universeguide.com/OortCloud.php
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Which isn't to say the Sun's evil twin - which lies about one light year away from it - is not still 
spraying Oort cloud comets all over our galaxy, just that they're hitting other planets these days. 
 
Which still leaves the question as to why we've drawn the short straw and what we're going to 
do about it. The last one occurred 11 million years ago, so at least Doomsday cult members 
can now set their clocks for the year 16,002,010, rather than the fashionably Hollywood mark of 
2012. Me??  I’ll be too old to worry about it…… 
 
So, we all a little breathing space – that is, if you don't believe in global warming. 
 
 
 

Some blokes have interesting jobs. 
 
This is unbelievable, it makes me nervous just watching it, you could never pay me enough to 
do this. It’s incredible what some people do for a living!!!!!!!!!! 
 
Click HERE, wait for the cartoon intro to finish, then hold on to your seat. 
 
 
 

What happens to your partner when you die?? 
 
The ACT Defence Widows' Support Group (DWSG) provides support to Defence widows and 
widowers, particularly the newly bereaved. The Group contacts them after the funeral of their 
partner. Experience has shown that the same problems seem to surface repeatedly and that 
forward planning would help relieve some of the burden and distress to your partner when 
death occurs. 
 
The DWSG has produced an informative paper on this and it is worth printing out and keeping 
handy.  
 
You can get it HERE. 
 
 

 
Dyslexics Have More Nuf. 

 
 
 

Pensions – tax by stealth. 
Robert Gottliebsen, 

10 August, 2010  
 
I have just realised that I and other journalists have made a serious mistake. As a result of 
believing Canberra’s spin, we thought pensioners had been well looked after by the Labor 

http://www.liveleak.com/e/07b_1284580365
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government. Now, with the help of accountant Robert Parry, I have 
looked past the spin and discovered pensioners have been treated very 
badly. 
 
There is probably no major group in the community that has been 
treated so harshly. 
 
I am not sure how many pensioners read Business Spectator regularly, 
but I am sure many readers (including me) know a lot of people on the 
age pension and a lot who expect to mix their pension with retirement 
income. As a result of the government's decisions of the past year or 
so, would-be pensioners and, where possible, pensioners, will need to reassess their strategy. 
 
I can hear the reaction from the ALP spin doctors: “Mr Gottliebsen, get your facts right? The 
Rudd/Gillard government lifted the single pension from $599 (with allowances) a fortnight in 
July 2009 to $672 a fortnight in September 2009. And then on March 2010 the single pension 
with allowances rose to $701 a fortnight – that’s an increase of 17 per cent in nine months. No 

government has ever done 
that before.” 
 
If only that was all that was 
done. 
 

To fund much of the outlay on the increased single pension, the government made a series of 
other changes:  
 

• For as long as I can remember a pension couple received 167 per cent of a single 
pension. In other words the additional person received two thirds the single pension 
entitlement. This has been slashed to 150 per cent, so the extra person in a couple gets 
only 50 per cent of the single pension. 

 
• Again for as long as I can remember, if a pensioner earned extra income above a 

specified level their pension was reduced by 40 cents in the dollar of income received. It 
was akin to a 40 per cent tax rate via pension reduction. The government has lifted this 
effective "tax" rate from 40 to 50 per cent so only half a pensioner’s extra income from 
investments now goes into their pocket instead of 60 per cent. 

 
• The government, as a genuine concession, now allows 

pensioners to earn a small amount of money from work ($6500 
a year) without it affecting their pension. But any earnings 
above $6500 are slugged at the new 50 per cent "tax" rate (via 
pension reduction), not the old 40 per cent pension reduction 
levy. While it is true that this work change was a genuine 
concession, if any pensioner starts to earn worthwhile sums 
they will be slugged harder than they were previously. 

 
• John Howard introduced a scheme whereby pensioner 

investments (bank deposits etc) would be deemed to earn 
stated rates of return which were related to the Reserve Bank 
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cash rate. Back in July last year, pensioners' investments were deemed to have returned 
2 per cent for the first $42,000 of investments and 3 per cent for any amount above that. 
If a pensioner earned 6 per cent on the assets then the extra amount above the deemed 
rate did not affect their pension. 

 
The government last March boosted the deeming rate by 50 per cent, from 2 to 3 per cent for 
the first $42,000 and from 3 to 4.5 per cent for anything above that. That means that whereas a 
single pensioner could have $137,066 in investments before those investments affected their 
pension, that level has been reduced to $96,044. And of course the deeming effect is multiplied 
by the lift in the effective "tax" rate from 40 to 50 per cent. 
 
To keep their pension, a single pensioner must quickly spend $41,000. They can’t give it away. 
Many will lie about their spending and hide the money under the bed. 
 
It was clear that the savage nature of the changes would actually reduce pensions for many 
people, so a grandfather clause was inserted so no pension would be reduced by the lift in the 
effective pension tax and the other changes. But a large number of people have received no 
additional pension and many still need an even higher base pension before they are entitled to 
a rise in cash payments. I am not sure how many pensioners understand what is happening to 
them because all they hear from the government is that they are better off and the Opposition 
has not twigged to the effect of the structural changes. 
 
If Tony Abbott wants the pensioner vote he should restore the traditional 167 per cent 
relationship between couples and single pensioners and restore the 40 per cent effective tax 
rate.  
 
Meanwhile, pensioner couples with their backs to the wall should consider going into a state of 
separation (it can be done) and limiting their earnings to $6,500 a year or $125 a week. Any 
additional wages above $125 a week must be cash or they will be "taxed" at 50 per cent via 
pension reduction – the highest tax rate in the country.  
 
Yet that’s Australia 2010 style. The spin promises a benefit. Reality takes it away. 
 
 
 

True Story 
 
Recently John Broughton and I did a 2 week trip around Queensland (see HERE). When we were up at 
Gladstone, we decided to toss a line into the bay and have a go at catching a few fish. We spent a few 
hours on the bank, in the sunshine without much luck and eventually we ran out of worms. Then I saw a 
King Brown with a frog in his mouth and frogs are supposed to be good bait. Knowing the snake couldn't 
bite me with his mouth stuffed full with frog, I grabbed him right behind the head, got a screw driver and 
wedged the frog out of his mouth and put it in the bait bucket. 
 
Now the dilemma was how to release the snake without getting bitten. I grabbed my trusty bottle of 
Bundaberg rum (a real man never travels without one) and poured a little rum into its mouth. His eyes 
rolled back and he went limp, I released him into the water without incident, and carried on fishing with 
the frog. 
 
A little later I felt a nudge on my foot.  There was that same snake with two frogs in his mouth. 

http://austradesecure.com/Outback%20Trip/
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Saltwater or Petrol??  
 
An inventor in the US, John Kanzius, who was a Radtech of sorts, was trying to find a cure for 
cancer. He knew that ultra-high radio waves caused certain metals to heat up so he figured if 
he could get someone to ingest a small amount of a particular metal, one that would attach 
itself to the cancer cells in the body, then bombarding the body with RF would cause the metal 
to heat up and the heated metal would then ‘burn’ and destroy the cancer cell. 
 
A good idea in principle!! 
 
But, as often happens, John found his invention had a ‘side effect’. He found that if normal salt 
water from the ocean was bombarded with the RF, it released Oxygen and Hydrogen, which 
as every first year high school student knows, are two elements that, when combined in the 
right mixture, will burn at a very high temperature. And – as there is virtually a never ending 
supply of salt water, had he stumbled on a new cheap, endless supply of fuel – fuel that could 
provide clean power for our cars, trucks, boats and trains??.   
 
At the moment, John’s invention consumes more energy producing the RF than is released 
from the water, but he’s working on it – (Who was it who said energy cannot be created or 
destroyed). 
 
You can see video of his invention HERE 
 
 
 

The climbing excavator 
 
I had seen the still photos of this, but the video is even more amazing! This is from a German 
TV program called "You want to bet . . . " and the bet is that this excavator can climb up a 20 

meter (60 feet) high tower and stand on its head, all within 15 minutes.  
 

Click on the machine (at left) to watch the video. 
 
 

 
 

 

 

Allan George’s Gems 

http://www.youtube.com/watch_popup?v=RobaJKGMMiE
http://www.youtube.com/watch_popup?v=RobaJKGMMiE
http://www.youtube.com/watch_popup?v=RobaJKGMMiE
http://www.youtube.com/watch_popup?v=RobaJKGMMiE
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The three most common expressions (or famous last words) in aviation are: 

"Why is it doing that?",   "Where are we?"   and   "Oh Sheeeit!" 
 
 

Invisible aircraft. 
 
“This is your captain speaking, your plane is about to become invisible!”  
 
Aircraft manufacturer, Airbus, has revealed it hopes to build a passenger plane with a 
completely transparent fuselage. At the push of a button the captain would send an electrical 
pulse through a hi-tech ceramic skin making the main body of the plane see-through. 
 
The extraordinary design would 
allow travellers to look down on 
cities and landscapes thousands 
of feet below or gaze up at the 
heavens, giving them the 
sensation of floating unassisted 
through the sky. While the 
proposal might seem far-fetched, 
it is one of a number of plans 
being considered by engineers at 
the European aerospace giant. 
 
"Passengers in an airplane like 
this would experience flight in a completely new way," Airbus' head of research and 
technology, Axel Krein, said. (Some would freak out too – I would think!! AG) 
 
Other developments envisaged by Krein's team include an aircraft skin that can repair itself in 
the event of cracks or breaches and streamline engines that are embedded in the plane's 
fuselage rather than attached to its wings (Didn’t de Havilland do that with the DH 106 Comet back in 
1949??). "We told our engineers to give their imaginations free rein. What emerged were 
completely realistic visions of flight in the year 2050," Mr Krein told Der Spiegel. "Our people 
are grounded in reality, after all. And most of the necessary technology already exists." 
 
 

Business class?  
 
You know the situation, you wait for ages in the international “cattle-class” check-in line, 
shuffling forward inch by inch, waiting to get to the counter to present your passport, drop off 
your bags and collect your boarding pass.  You look over to the first/business class line and it 
seems to be speeding through, people in that line seem to spend only a few minutes before 
they’re sorted and on their way to the Sheraton Class departure lounge while you wonder if 
you’ll even make the flight. 
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But – sometimes, and only sometimes, you hear those magic words. You finally make it to the 
check in counter and the attendant greets you with a great big smile and informs you that as 
Economy has been over booked they can offer you an upgrade to Business - WOW!!! 
 
With business class tickets costing around six times as much as economy, not many of us has 
experienced this form of travel, so when you get the offer, it’s like winning the lottery.  
 
But is Business Class really worth the extra money?? 
 
When you first enter the aircraft, you get the feeling that you’re in for something special. 
Instead of the incredibly cramped legroom, where, if you’ve got the window seat, your seating 
companions have to stand up and move to the corridor so you can be seated, where there are 
fights for space in the overhead lockers and if you’re late in boarding and getting to your seat 
you find you have to ‘hunt’ for space to put your belongings – no, this time you get shown to 
your seat by an attentive flight attendant and depending on the aircraft, you are shown to one 
of those futuristic “pod” seats that let you stretch out like you were in your own bed, complete 
with a private drawer underneath in which you can place your belongings.  

 
Bliss!! 

 
Once seated, you’re offered a warm facial 

towel to refresh yourself and a chilled 
glass of champagne or juice, 

chocolate coated macadamia nuts, 
lip balm, moisturizer, now you’re 
really living. 
 
 
 
  
And then the doors close, the 

aircraft is pushed back, you sit 
through the safely demonstration of which 

absolutely no-one takes the faintest bit of notice 
and you’re on your way to London, a journey which 

will take about 26 hours. Now you’re over the moon at the 
thought of having your own private area for the duration of the flight, free from seat-kicking, 
arm-bumping, coughing and sneezing fellow passengers. Business class is definitely miles 
ahead in style and comfort, but, is it?? 
 
An economy class seat from Brisbane to London, via Qantas (there are cheaper fares, but 
we’ll stick with Qantas) is $1,757 while a Business Class seat costs a whopping $11,240 – 
that’s a difference of $9,483.  
 
Unless you’re dripping money from most open areas or someone else is paying (or you get a 
free upgrade) you really can, and do, sit in and put up with cattle class for those 26 hours, 
knowing that when you arrive at your destination, you will have a spare $9,483 to play with and 
splurge on your holiday. 
 

Qantas business class seats 
lie almost flat. 
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For most of us, there really isn’t a question – is there?? 
 

You know that your landing gear is up and locked 
when it takes full power to taxi to the terminal. 

 
 

How to score a “FREE” airline upgrade. 
 
 
SCORING a seat upgrade, although rare, is not altogether unknown. Most airline staff are told 
to remain tight-lipped on upgrading policies, insisting that travellers are wasting their time in 
their attempts to score a better seat. However, travel experts and regular airline travellers 
insist there are tactics you can use to increase your chances of getting an upgrade.  
 
Here are their tips: 
 

1. Look your best, dress nicely for your flight, ditch the backpack, thongs and tracksuit 
pants; present yourself neatly and polish up your manners and you may find yourself 
sipping on champagne in either first or business class. Cut-off shorts, jeans with holes, 
or those old athletic shoes may be really comfortable, but neat casual or semi-
professional attire is the name of the game in the world of airline upgrades. After you 
board the plane, you can always change to more comfortable clothing but make sure 
you put your change of clothes in a small carry-on bag. 

2. Volunteer to be bumped from your flight. If you’re not in a hurry, don’t be one of the first 
to check in, wait until last and there is a good chance that the aircraft could be full. If 
you volunteer to wait for a later aircraft you’ll find you’ll almost always be rebooked in 
first class and perhaps receive a voucher for future upgrades. 

3. Travel on busy days. With a sold-out flight there is more chance of an upgrade if first or 
business class passengers don’t show up, which is more likely to happen on busy days. 

4. Never, ever, ask for an upgrade at the check in counter. Unless you are a high-level 
frequent flyer on the airline you're flying, 
do not ask, even subtly, for an upgrade. 
Your request is interpreted by the airline 
staff as you saying 'So, what are you 
going to offer me free for my 
inconvenience today?' 

5. Flirt your way to a better seat. Address 
the agent by his/her first name and find 
something positive to say to them, as 
they really appreciate that rare 
compliment. Never complain to the 
check-in staff, smile, be happy, and flirt a 
little. It’s amazing how far a bit of flirting 
will get you – it’s a bit like offering a 
RAAF cook a six pack!! 

6. Travel alone. You’re more likely to score an upgrade if you travel alone as it’s more than 
likely there will be one seat available than two or three. 
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7. Always sign up for the frequent flyer program of the airline, or its frequent flyer partner 
airline, in which you'll be flying. A frequent flyer number implies a certain degree of 
loyalty, and the airlines are more likely to upgrade passengers who are or appear to be 
their ‘loyal’ customers. Even if you are new to the airline's frequent flyer program, it's 
unlikely that someone will check how many points or miles actually are in your account.” 

8. Don’t be an early bird. These days the focus is more on configurations and logistics. 
Airlines allow for no-shows by double booking some seats, so when everyone turns up 
to board the flight, the late arrivals are usually bumped up into a higher class. 

9. And remember, airline staff have heard everything under the sun so be creative and see 
how far a little lie can take you. 

 
 
 

The Alarm. 
 
Sometimes it’s a good idea to get out of bed when the alarm goes off – see HERE 
 
 
 

Presision. 
 
This is possibly the best definition of precision drilling every seen, even better than Appy 
Squadron, Laverton. The weapons are U.S. made Garand M-1 rifles (WWII), they are old and 
they are heavy (4 kg each) 
 
How that young bloke manages to spin the rifle the way he does is a mystery – obviously, far 
too much time on the bull ring. 
 
Have a look HERE 
 
 
 

What is the similarity between air traffic controllers and pilots? 
If a pilot screws up, the pilot dies; If ATC screws up, the pilot dies. 

 
 

Maths 
 
How do you divide $750,843 into two equal parts without using a calculator?  Give in ??  
Look HERE 
 
 
 

Landing?? 
 
Landing 101 – how not to land a Harrier – see HERE 
 

http://sorisomail.com/email/16993/exibicao-de-banda-militar--um-espectaculo-imperdivel.html


RAAF Radschool Association Magazine – Vol 33 
Page 9 

F 

 
 

Early detection 
 
Before God made Radar, how do you suppose incoming air raids were detected? With damn 
big hearing aids that’s how!!  
 
You really gotta hand it to those groundies…….. 
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John is out in the country with his new bride. They watch as a bull comes over the rise and 
services six cows in a row, one after the other. His wife says, "It's a shame a man can't 

perform like that."  He says, "We could, if we got to change cows every time. 
He never heard the shot. 
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An interesting perspective? 
 
On Vietnam Veterans’ Day, the 18th August, 2010, Wng/Cdr Wayne 
“Noddy” Parsons (right) gave a speech to group of like-minded people in 
Perth, WA. We hear that there were some surprised looks on the faces of 
some pollies and bureaucrats in the audience.  
 
You can read the speech HERE. 
 
 
 

Rare WW2 German Photos. 
 
Time – Life magazine has released a bunch of never before seen photos which were taken 
during Hitler’s reign in Germany. It includes photos of the launch of the Volkswagen beetle 
which was released in 1937 by the Nazi trade union. 
 
Hitler and his cronies certainly knew how to put on a show!   
 
You can see the photos HERE 
 
 
 

Subsistence Whale Hunting. 
 
This is how they hunt whales in the Faroe Islands, a small group which is north of Scotland 
and east of Norway. The Faroe Islands are a constituent country of the Kingdom of Denmark 
and have been since 1948. Over the years, the Faroese have been granted control of most 
matters however, some areas still remain the responsibility of Denmark, such as military 
defence and foreign affairs. 
 
Whaling in the Faroe Islands has been practiced since 
about the time of the first Norse settlements on the 
islands, about 1,200 years ago. It is regulated by 
Faroese authorities but not by the International Whaling 
Commission as there are disagreements about the 
Commission's competency for small cetaceans. Around 
950 Long-finned Pilot Whales are killed annually, mainly 
during the summer. The hunts, called "grindadráp" in 
Faroese, are non-commercial and are organized on a 
community level; anyone can participate. The hunters 
first surround the pilot whales with a wide semicircle of 
boats which then drive the pilot whales slowly into a bay or to the bottom of a fjord. 
 

http://www.faroeislands.com/
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Most Faroese consider the hunt an important part of their culture and history. The meat and 
blubber of the whale has been an important part of the islanders' staple diet, the blubber, in 
particular, has been highly valued both as food and for processing into oil, which was used for 
lighting fuel and other purposes. Parts of the skin of pilot whales were also used for ropes and 
lines, while stomachs were used as floats.  
 
Animal-rights groups criticize the hunt as being cruel and unnecessary, as they would!!. As of 
the end of November 2008 the chief medical officers of the Faroe Islands have recommended 
that pilot whales no longer be considered fit for human consumption because of the levels of 
toxins in the whales 
 
You can see how they do it HERE 
 
 
 

Stoned. 
 
There was a big deal in the news recently over a girl in Iran who was scheduled to be stoned 
for infidelity or adultery or something like that. But nobody seems to care that they've been 
stoning people in Afghanistan lately. I wonder why that is.  See HERE 
 
Isn’t it just the most horrific and barbaric thing to do to another human being!!! 
 
 
 

Retirement?? 
 
Ever wondered what Boeing Engineers did when they retired??  Have a look HERE 
and, finally, a keyboard for old retired blokes, click HERE. 
 
 
 

Folding. 
 
There’s nothing like putting on a new shirt – one that comes in a box and has all those pins 
and bits of cardboard. They look great the way they are folded so perfectly, don’t you wish you 
could re-fold the shirt once you’ve worn it and ran it though the washing machine.  
 
Well, now you can, click HERE to see an easy way to fold your shirt – to make it look the way 
it comes in a box. 
 
And, if you want to know how to fold a T-shirt, the way they are displayed in the shops – click 
HERE 
 

 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yXZPmdULIKs
http://www.news.com.au/breaking-news/world/afghan-couple-stoned-to-death-over-love-affair/story-e6frfkui-1225905995972
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Court Martial. 
 
Although this topic seems to have died down a bit lately, for a while there we received a huge 
amount of correspondence on it as a lot of people are not happy with the Army’s (in general 
and Brigadier Lyn McDade’s in particular), decision to prosecute the 3 soldiers for their actions 
in the war zone in Afghanistan  
 
One soldier is facing a manslaughter charge, a second 
has been charged with failing to comply with a lawful 
general order, and a third, currently travelling overseas, 
will be formally charged when he returns to Australia. 
 
Brigadier Lyn McDade (right) was born in Adelaide but 
has spent much of her career in the Northern Territory 
where she became the deputy coroner in 1997. She had 
worked as a prosecutor for the Northern Territory Police 
Prosecutions Unit, at the same time serving in the army 
reserve as a defending officer doing courts martial and defence force magistrates trials. 
 
Just who is Brigadier Lyn McDade? 
 
She is a former civilian lawyer who has no previous combat military experience but who was 
brought into the new military justice system to aid in efficiency and effectiveness.  
 
She is also a person who described the treatment of David Hicks, who a lot of people describe 
as a ‘jerk’ -  as abominable. 
 
McDade is a long-time barrister and a mother of two Defence Force personnel and has served 
in the army, as a regular soldier and reservist, since 1983. Shortly after her appointment in 
2006, she told the ABC: ''I'm independent and try as they might, things may not necessarily go 
the way that people might like to think. 
  
We don't have or offer an opinion on this matter one way or the other, we find that normally 
things happen for a reason and perhaps it would be better to wait for the trial when all the facts 
will be made public. That is the time to form an opinion, not now when we only hear part of the 
story. 
 
 

Statement. 
 
This is a statement made my Brig McDade, giving reasons why she is taking the action against 
the 3 soldiers: 
 
 
Re the 12th  February 2009 civilian casualty incident in Afghanistan. 
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I have decided to charge three former members of the Special Operations Task Group with 
service offences arising out of a compound clearance operation conducted on 12 February 
2009 in Afghanistan. 
 
As a result of that compound clearance operation, six people died and up to four people 
sustained injuries. 
 
The operation was the subject of an investigation by the Australian Defence Force Investigative 
Service, which was subsequently referred to me for 
consideration in November 2009. I requested further 
investigations be conducted by the Australian Defence 
Force Investigative Service and I received the answers 
to my requests for further information throughout 2010. 
 
On 19 July 2010, I invited the Vice Chief of the 
Defence, a superior authority, to represent to me under 
section 5A of the Defence Force Discipline Act 1982 the 
Defence Forces interest in relation to charges being 
considered by me. On 1 September 2010, I received a 
response from the Vice Chief of the Defence Force 
representing the Defence Forces interest in relation to 
charges being considered by me. 
 
After careful, deliberate and informed consideration of 
the available evidence, some of which was only 
received recently, and the representations to me made pursuant to s 5A of the Defence Force 
Discipline Act 1982, I have decided in accordance with my prosecution policy to charge three 
former member of the Special Operations Task Group with service offences. 
 
The accused persons will be charged with various service offences, including manslaughter, 
dangerous conduct, failing to comply with a lawful general order and prejudicial conduct. I will 
not make further comment, particularly in relation to the evidence or the merits of the cases, at 
this time. 
 
 
Brigadier Lyn McDade 
Director of Military Prosecutions 
 
 
Alan Price, (right) the Queensland president of the 4th Royal 
Australia Regiment (4RAR) Association, says the prosecution is 
mostly a ''public relations exercise to satisfy [the] ego'' of 
Brigadier McDade and will give ''the Taliban another weapon to 
fight our soldiers with''. 
 
Alan has written an open letter to the Governor General, Quentin 
Bryce, and you can read it HERE 
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We are also in receipt of another letter which was written to Brig 
McDade by SQNLDR (Ret'd) Bill Murray JP TPI, (left) and you can 
read that one HERE. 
 
 
 
 
 

Below is a synopsis of the many emails we received: 
 
Brig Lyn McDade is a non-combatant, desk bound warrior who decided to prosecute frontline 
combat soldiers for doing their job under WAR conditions.  
 
To charge these soldiers for reactions in the heat of battle when being fired upon is obscene. If 
the Government and the Army are going to prefer charges against every soldier for his actions 
on the battlefield then the core of Army discipline will fail. A soldier being fired upon on the 
battlefield and his commanders may hesitate before retaliating, that hesitation may cost him his 
life. Will the female Brigadier proffering the charges be the one to carry his body from then 
battlefield, will she be the one to inform his family that he will not be coming home, because of 
a precedence that she imposed? I very much doubt it. She will say that she is only following 
orders but it was she who decided to prosecute based on the evidence before her; evidence 

that must be considered circumstantial and 
totally unsupported.  
 
A soldier in East Timor who, in the heat of battle 
kicked an opposing soldier to make sure that he 
was no longer a threat as his fellow warriors 
continued the assault, was subjected to a courts 
martial and found not guilty. His actions and 
those of the three warriors on the battlefield in 
Afghanistan are Standing Operational 
Procedure under Rule 5.56 of warfare. (It used 
to be Rule 3.03 but times change.) 
 
This decision to prosecute is wrong. It is the 
Army now attempting to appease a family who 
lost lives at the instigation of actions and tactics 
initiated by and deliberately employed by the 
Taliban and by which Australians soldiers were 
forced to retaliate to defend themselves on the 

battlefield. It is the Taliban leaders who should be charged with war crimes, that of deliberately 
exposing and using innocent civilians as human shields. 
 
 
The doctor was lecturing a class on sex. He asked, "Do you know what the first oral 
contraceptive was?" A coed said, "No."..................The doctor replied, "Exactly" 
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In war nobody wins; people get killed and injured on both sides, that is a fact of life that must be 
accepted when we send our warriors to defend our nation or our allies. In more simplistic terms, 
one must expect a bloody nose when confronting a bully. The Taliban do not care who they kill. 
Our Australian soldiers do their best to ensure that civilians are not injured and are prepared to 
accept a bloody nose in doing so!!!! They are however not expected to die when civilians are 
being used as human shields to allow the enemy to attempt to kill them.  
 
If it was discovered after the fire fight from after-action reports that the three soldiers had 
broken the Rules of Engagement and deliberately killed civilians, why were they not arrested on 
the spot and confined? Why has it taken some 18 months of investigation to determine to 
proceed with charges and why were they allowed to remain on the battlefield to continue 
serving honourably as soldiers.? Why? Probably because the episode of "JAG" referring to 
similar cases had not been aired on TV and the Army had no idea of what direction to take until 
our legal team had seen the show, perhaps they should have stayed awake to watch the end of 
the show when the accused were found not guilty. A ridiculous statement I know, but no more 
ridiculous than proceeding to charge these warriors with war crimes. 
 
Our soldiers are asking, "Why are we to be placed in this predicament, when all that we did was 
to attempt to protect the innocent on the orders of the Australian Government and by 
succession at the behest of the Australian people? " I ask the same question, why, why, why?  
 
Will future appreciations, plans and orders for military operations in a war zone include a "What 
If" addressing possible court martial proceedings for retaliatory actions? We had better believe 
it. We have tied the hands of the Australian soldier behind his back and more families will 
possibly lose a son, brother or father because of it. Stop this nonsense now and release these 
soldiers without prejudice. God knows they will forever be tainted by the threat of a courts’ 
martial. They have been hurt enough by the people they swore to protect!!! Keep in mind that it 
is also the responsibility of our Commander in Chief, the Governor General and her generals to, 
protect our soldiers. 
 
A petition was being circulated and it attracted over 8,000 signatures in its first 5 days, but it 
seems to have been withdrawn. It was here:    http://www.gopetition.com/petition/39006.html 
 
There have been many letters to the editors of our major newspapers on this matter too, you 
can read some from the West HERE. 
 

 
Smoking is one of the leading causes of statistics. 

 
 
 

How to. 
 
If you’ve recently purchased an ex RAF Vulcan bomber or a second hand Concord aircraft, and 
need a bit of assistance to fix a few things, fear not, you can now buy the workshop manuals.  
 
Get one HERE 

http://www.gopetition.com/petition/39006.html
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Pacific Sun 
 
The Pacific Sun is a cruise ship that will 
operate out of Fremantle in the West from 
early next year. She is described as 
Australia’s favourite cruise ship and operates 
alternatively from Fremantle, Newcastle, 
Sydney, Brisbane or Auckland. She was built in 1986 and recently had a major refit. She is 223 
metres long, 47,000 gross tonnes in weight and will carry 1,900 passengers on 9 decks. 
 
On the 30th July, 2009, she was caught in a severe storm off the coast of New Zealand. At the 
time there were 1,732 passengers and 671 crew on board.  
 
Click HERE to see what it was like – glad I wasn’t on the brute!!! 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Residential Circumstances and your pension. 
 
Selling Your Home. 
 
If you’re a DVA pensioner and intend selling your family home, there are a few points you have 
to consider. Your pension may be affected by the sale and it is imperative that you keep DVA 
informed throughout the exercise. 
 
Your principal home is an exempt asset while you’re living in 
it. If you sell your home, whether your pension is affected or 
not depends on what you intend to do with the money. 
 
A.     If you do not intend to buy another home. 
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If you do not intend to buy a new principal home with your sale proceeds, then the money from 
the sale of your home will be treated like all other financial assets. This means that income will 
be deemed to have been earned on the money under the income test. It will also be counted as 
an asset under the assets test. 
 
 
 
B.     If you intend to buy another principal home 
 
If you intend to buy another home or have another home built within 12 months of selling your 
old home, then the portion of your sale proceeds which you intend to use to buy or build your 
new home will not be counted as an asset for 12 months, or until you buy or build your new 
home, whichever happens first. Although this portion of your sale proceeds is not counted as 
an asset, the income test continues to apply to these funds. This means that the deeming 
provisions will apply to any part of the sale proceeds that is invested, until such time as the 
funds are used to acquire a new home. 
 
Example: A pensioner couple sells their home for $200,000 and intends to buy another house 
for $150,000. The couple decides to put the $200,000 in their bank account until they can find a 
home. Under the income test, the $200,000 will be added to the couple’s other financial assets 
and deemed to earn income. Under the assets test, only $50,000 will be counted as an asset 
as the couple intends to use $150,000 within 12 months to buy their new home. The $150,000 
will not be counted as an asset for pension purposes for 12 months or until they acquire their 
home, whichever happens first.  
 
Note: If you are experiencing delays beyond your control and the initial asset exemption will 
soon expire, the exemption may be extended for up to an additional 12 months 
 
C.     If you intend to make progress payments for a home to be built 
 
If you intend to have another home built within 12 months of selling your old home and will be 
making progress payments, then the portion of your sale proceeds which you intend to use to 
build your new home will not be counted as an asset for 12 months, or until you complete your 
new home, whichever happens first. If the proceeds of the sale are used to purchase assets 
that will be used to construct a home, for example land and building materials, they are also 
exempt from the assets test for that period. 
Although this portion of your sale proceeds is not 
counted as an asset, the income test continues to 
apply, meaning that the deeming provisions will 
apply to any part of the sale proceeds that are 
invested in financial assets. 
 
Example: A pensioner couple sells their home for 
$100,000 with the intention of using the total 
proceeds to build a new home within 12 months. 
They decide to put the $100,000 into their bank 
account and make progress payments to build the 
new home. Under the income test, the $100,000 will be added to their financial assets and 
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deemed to earn income. Under the assets test, the proceeds allocated for the new home will 
not be counted as an asset for 12 months or until they complete the home, whichever happens 
first. 
 
The pensioner uses part of the $100,000 to buy a $40,000 block of land where he intends to 
build his new home. Under the income test, the amount in the pensioner’s bank account is 
reduced, from $100,000 to $60,000. The remaining $60,000 continues to be classified as the 
pensioner’s financial asset and deemed to earn income. The $60,000 will decrease as the 
pensioner makes further payments towards building his new home. Under the assets test, the 
$60,000 remaining funds and the $40,000 used to purchase the land will not be counted as 
assets. The exemption will apply for 12 months or until the pensioner completes his home, 
whichever happens first. 
 
Note: If you are experiencing delays beyond your control and the initial asset exemption will 
soon expire, the exemption may be extended for up to an additional 12 months. 
 
D.     If you initially intended to acquire a new home, but you later change your plans 
 
If you initially intended to buy or build a new principal home, but your intentions later change or 
cease, you need to notify DVA. This is because your changed intentions may impact the asset 
test exemption of your home sale proceeds and may also affect your pension rate.  
 
Examples of changed intentions include: 
 
•  you no longer intend to build a home and have instead moved in with family 
•  you may later decide to acquire a smaller property which will require less of the sale 

proceeds than you had planned 
•  your building costs may have increased significantly and you now need to use more of 

the home sale proceeds than you initially thought. 
 
E.     What if you pay rent while you are looking for another home? 
 
You are still regarded as a homeowner during 
the 12 month period in which you are looking for 
another home or are waiting for another home 
to be built. This means that you will still be 
subject to the lower asset value limit that 
applies to homeowners. However, you may be 
eligible for rent assistance if you pay rent during 
this period. To apply for rent assistance, contact 
DVA and send us a current rent receipt or a 
copy of the lease. 
 
F.     What if you live in a second property you own while looking for another home? 
 
If you live in another property you own while looking for a replacement for your former principal 
home, then the second property becomes your principal home. Consequently the new principal 
home is exempt from the assets test and your home sale proceeds cannot also be exempted. 
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G.     What if you sell your home to move into a retirement village? 
 
The same assessment rules will apply to the proceeds of the sale of your former principal home 
when you move into a retirement village. However, your status as a homeowner and your 
eligibility for rent assistance may change, depending on the amount of entry contribution you 
are required to pay for the right to live in the retirement village. 
 
 
H.     If you are experiencing delays in acquiring your new home. 
 
If your home sale proceeds assets exemption will soon expire, but your new home is not yet 
acquired, you may apply for an extension of the asset exemption for up to an additional 12 
months. 
 
To be granted an extension you must be able to satisfy these requirements: 
 
•  you still intend to buy or build a new principal home; 
•  reasonable attempts have been made to acquire a home; 
•  these attempts were made within a reasonable period after the home sale; and 
•  you are experiencing delays beyond your control. 
 
The extended exemption will cease when the new home is acquired or 24 months after the 
former home was sold, whichever happens first. 
 
Example A pensioner sells his/her home with the intention of using all of the sale proceeds to 
build a new home within 12 months. He/she has used part of the proceeds to purchase a block 
of land and obtained development approval for the new home. However, due to construction 
demands in the area, he/she cannot find a builder available to commence work until the tenth 
month and the building work is expected to take five months to complete. The pensioner 
contacts DVA, asks for an extension of the initial 12 months exemption and is able to provide 
documents verifying that he/she has commenced efforts to acquire a home, but is experiencing 
delays beyond her control. The extended exemption will now apply for up to an additional 12 
months (i.e. 24 months from date of home sale), or until the pensioner completes his/her home, 
whichever happens first. 
 
 
If this scenario affects you, you can obtain further details HERE 
 
 
A wealthy old gentleman decides to go on a hunting safari in Africa, taking his faithful, old dog 
named Killer along for company. One day the old dog starts chasing rabbits and before long, 
discovers that he's lost. Wandering about, he notices a leopard heading rapidly in his direction 
with the intention of having lunch. 
 
The old dog thinks, "Uh, Oh! I'm in deep doo-doo now!" Noticing some bones on the ground 
close by, he immediately settles down to chew on the bones with his back to the approaching 
cat. Just as the leopard is about to leap, the old dog exclaims loudly, "Boy, that was one 
delicious leopard! I wonder, if there are any more around here?" 
 

http://www.peacekeepers.asn.au/veterans/Fact%20Sheets/IS72%20Selling%20Your%20Home.pdf
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Hearing this, the young leopard halts his attack in mid-strike, a look of terror comes over him 
and he slinks away into the trees. "Whew!", says the leopard, "That was close! That old dog 
nearly had me!" 
 
Meanwhile, a monkey who had been watching the whole scene from a nearby tree, figures he 
can put this knowledge to good use and trade it for protection from the leopard. So, off he goes, 
but the old dog sees him heading after the leopard with great speed, and figures that something 
must be up. The monkey soon catches up with the leopard, spills the beans and strikes a deal 
for himself with the leopard. 
 
The young leopard is furious at being made a fool of and says, "Here, monkey, hop on my back 
and see what's going to happen to that conniving canine now!  The old dog sees the leopard 
coming with the monkey on his back and thinks, "What am I going to do now?", but instead of 
running, the dog sits down with his back to his attackers, pretending he hasn't seen them yet, 
and just when they get close enough to hear, the old dog says..."Where's that damn monkey? I 
sent him off an hour ago to bring me another leopard! 
 
Moral of this story... 
 
Don't mess with the old dogs...age and skill will always overcome youth and treachery!   BS 
and brilliance only come with age and experience. 
\ 
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F-111. 
 
At long last, The Australian Government has committed a further $55 million to ensure that 
more F-111 fuel tank maintenance personnel, including pick and patch workers and others, 
now have easier access to compensation 
and health care. 
 
In 2009 a Parliamentary Inquiry examined 
the health and compensation issues 
surrounding F-111 deseal/reseal workers 
and their families and other F-111 fuel tank 
maintenance workers, with particular 
reference to the unique fuselage repair 
work undertaken and the health risks 
involved.  
 
The Inquiry took evidence and histories from the workers themselves. It also reviewed scientific 
and health studies to date, and considered the Department of Defence and the Department of 
Veterans' Affairs services and support provided to affected workers’ compensation payments; 
health care schemes; ex-gratia payments. 
 
The Inquiry report included a number of recommendations and in the May 2010 Budget the 
Government announced the measures funded in the Budget in response to the Inquiry report. 
 
See HERE 
 
 

What’s that?? 
 
If you’re a little short on the hearing business – ie:  you’re deaf, then the Federal Department of 
Health and Aging could help. 
 

• Do you have trouble understanding people when they talk to you?  
• Do you have trouble hearing on the telephone?  
• Do people tell you that you speak too loud? 
• Does your family complain that you have the television too loud? 

 
If you answered yes to any of those questions there’s a fair chance you may have hearing loss 
and you should really do something about it. 

 

             Health and Well Being. 

http://www.aph.gov.au/house/committee/jfadt/deseal_reseal/report.htm
http://f111.dva.gov.au/index.htm
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If you are an Australian Citizen or permanent resident 21 years or older and you are: 
 

• a Pensioner Concession Card Holder;  
• receiving Sickness Allowance from Centrelink; 
• the holder of a Gold DVA Health Card issued for all 

conditions; 
• the holder of a White Repatriation Health Card issued for 

conditions that include hearing loss; 
• a dependent of a person in one of the above categories; 
• a member at the Australian Defence Force: or 
• undergoing an Australian Government funded vocational 

rehabilitation service and you are referred by your VRS 
provider. 

• It you are an Australian Citizen or permanent resident; and you are: 
 

— younger than 21 years: or 
— an Aboriginal person or Torres Strait Islander who is over 50 years of age; or a 

participant in a Community Development Employment Projects (CDEP) program; 
or person who was a participant in a CDEP program between the 1st December 
2005 and 30th June 2008: 

 
then you are eligible to receive free hearing services from Australian Hearing,  
 
 
What services will you receive? 
 
Eligible people can obtain a comprehensive range of hearing services designed to meet their 
needs, free of charge. Those include: 
 

• Your hearing assessed by a qualified hearing services 
practitioner, 

• If the assessment indicates that a hearing aid or other 
device would assist you, your practitioner will help you 
select an appropriate model from a range of quality devices 
made by leading manufacturers. 

• The practitioner will also advise you on how to get the 
maximum benefit from your hearing aid. 

• If you have complex hearing problems, you will be offered 
additional services to meet your needs. 

• If you are already a client of the program, new aids will only be fitted if your current 
hearing aids are no longer meeting your clinical requirements as assessed by your 
hearing services practitioner. 

 
Under the Australian Government Hearing Services Program you will be able to obtain, free of 
charge, a quality hearing aid it you have a hearing loss. This Program also allows for ‘Top-Up’ 
arrangements where you may choose to be fitted with a hearing aid with additional features 
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beyond those that are essential to achieve a satisfactory rehabilitation outcome. Under the “Top 
Up’ arrangements you pay the difference in cost to your service provider. 
 
You can expect a Government contribution towards the cost of your ‘Top-Up’ hearing aid. All 
hearing aids including ‘Top-Up’ aids are GST free. Hearing devices that are not hearing aids 
will incur a GST charge.  
 
Entering into a Top-Up’ arrangement is a matter at personal choice. You are not obliged to 
enter into such an arrangement. 
 
 
Maintenance. 
 
If you are fitted with a hearing aid, it is recommended that you enter into 
a maintenance agreement with your service provider. For an annual fee 
your service provider will maintain your aid and supply batteries.  
 
If you choose not to pay the annual maintenance fee, you will need to 
buy batteries regularly and pay for servicing and repair of your hearing 
aid. The annual maintenance charge for a ‘Top-Up’ device may be 
higher and should be negotiated between you and your hearing 
services practitioner. 
 
 
How do you apply? 
 
Adults who are eligible to become an Australian Hearing client need to apply for a voucher. If 
you are eligible, you can obtain an application form from your doctor or from a hearing services 
provider who is contracted to the Office of Hearing Services. 
 
Alternatively. If you telephone 1800 500 726 (phone) or 1800 500 496 (for users of TTY 
equipment only) and give your postal address, an application form will be posted to you. 
 
Children up to the age of 21 years who are Australian citizens or permanent residents are 
eligible for government-funded hearing services from Australian Hearing and do not need to 
complete an application form.  
 
Further information can be obtained by ringing 131 797 or by visiting the website at 
www.hearlng.com.au 
 
 

 
 

If nothing changes, nothing changes. 
 

 
 
 

http://www.hearlng.com.au/
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It’s your Health. 
 

Blue Ryan 
National President  

TPI Federation 
. 

 
We spend a lot of time and effort on trying to ensure that the 
entitlements of members of the Federation are not eroded and they 
continue to enjoy a standard of living that reflects the Nation’s 
obligations to care for service men and women disabled in their 
service to the country. 
 
But sometimes we forget that that is only part of the story. We need 
to remember that it is also very important for each of us to try and 
maintain the best level of health we can achieve. It is important 
because it will allow us to live a fuller and more active life with our 
friends and loved ones – and will cause them less concern and stress by not having to worry 
about how we are.  
 
Members of the Federation have access to a wide range of treatment programs and some are 
simply not taking advantage of what’s on offer. There are tests which can help in the early 
detection of conditions and that early detection can significantly improve and indeed can 
sometimes be vital in producing successful outcomes. It can also significantly lessen the impact 
on our quality of life. 
 
Talk to your GP or other treating doctor and discuss which tests you should consider having on 
a yearly basis. Some of the more common tests are: 
 

1.  Liver function  
2.  Cholesterol level – 40 and over 
3.  PSA Prostate – 40 and over 
4.  Digital rectal examination 
5.  Thyroid  
6.  Magnesium  
7.  Blood pressure – 40 and over 
8.  Faecal occult blood test – 50 and over 
9.  Testosterone   
 

I am sure there are many other tests but the key is to discuss it with your GP and find out which 
are the ones most relevant to you – and then make sure that you have them on a regular basis. 
 
And while you are at it don’t forget to encourage your family members to do the same. 
Encourage your partner and daughters to have their mammograms and pap smears and your 
sons to have ... whatever sons have. 
 
It is an important issue as many of our members are older than their years due to the impact of 
their service on their physical and mental condition. Our families bear the brunt of having to live 
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with our diminished capacities and we owe it to them and to ourselves to keep the rusty and 
creaky old units in the best shape we can.  
 
 

Heart Palpitations. 
 
What is a palpitation and are they serious? 
 
A heart palpitation is where you suddenly become aware of your heart beat. It might feel like 
your heart is racing, thumping, or skipping beats. You might notice it when you're exercising, 
when you're particularly stressed, or after having a coffee or cigarette or just sitting watching 
TV. They can be very uncomfortable but normally they are not life threatening 
 
Types of palpitations include:  
 

• Arrhythmias. This is where your heart beat is 
disturbed. Some make your heart skip a beat, or 
have an extra beat every now and then, but they 
generally don't affect your health. However, some 
types of arrhythmias are more serious – and can 
be treated with medicine, surgery or other medical 
procedures.  

• Bradycardia. This is where your heart beat is 
unusually slow. This may be the result of a 
physical disorder. It can cause excessive 
tiredness, dizziness and light-headedness, because not enough blood is reaching your 
brain.  

• Tachycardia. This is where your heart beat is fast. It can be a normal response to 
exercise, or it can be more serious. Ventricular tachycardia is potentially life-threatening. 

 
What causes them?  
 
Heart palpitations may be caused by:  
 

• Emotions, such as anxiety, stress, fear, panic  
• Exercise  
• Pregnancy  
• Caffeine found in coffee, teas, chocolate, colas, some sports drinks and foods  
• Certain medical conditions: overactive thyroid, low blood sugar, low potassium level, low 

oxygen level or low carbon dioxide level in the blood, fever, anaemia, dehydration, loss 
of blood, shock  

• Certain medications: asthma inhalers and decongestants, beta blockers (taken for high 
blood pressure or heart disease), thyroid and antiarrhythmic medications, and some 
over-the-counter medications that act as stimulants, such as cough and cold medicines, 
and some herbal or nutritional supplements  

• Illegal street drugs: cocaine and amphetamines (speed)  
• Nicotine found in tobacco products. 

  



RAAF Radschool Association Magazine – Vol 33 
Page 11 

F 

Symptoms of palpitations are more likely to be related to an abnormal heart rhythm if you have:  
 

• Significant risk factors for heart disease  
• Existing heart disease  
• Heart rhythm problems – also called irregular heartbeats or arrhythmias (a change in 

rhythm of your heartbeat)  
• Abnormal heart valve  

 
What can I do to prevent palpitations?  
 
To help lessen heart palpitations:  
 

• If you can, decrease your stress level.  
• Cut back on the booze.  
• Limit caffeinated beverages.  
• Toss the fags.  
• Exercise on a regular basis, a 40 minute walk 3-4 times a 

week is excellent, there is no need to join a club and get 
stuck into the weights or the frictions machines.  

• Avoid certain activities that appear to be associated with 
the palpitations.  

• Avoid certain medications that act as stimulants, such as 
cough and cold medicines, and some herbal or nutritional 
supplements.  

• Make sure your blood pressure and cholesterol are well controlled.  
• Try not to pay attention to your heart palpitations once any serious causes have been 

ruled out.  
 

To help your doctor diagnose your condition, keep track of your heart palpitations. Note when 
they happen, how long they last, how you are feeling when they occur, and if you are doing an 
activity when they occur. Share this information with your doctor. If you notice a sudden 
increase in the palpitations or any type of change in them, call your doctor. Keep all scheduled 
follow-up visits with your doctor so your condition can be monitored.  
 
 
 

Diet Coke. 
 
Good news for all the Diet Coke drinkers, it has now been 
confirmed that drinking Diet Coke does not give you cancer – so 
go your hardest.  
 
Further info HERE 
 
 
 
 

http://www.cancer.gov/cancertopics/factsheet/risk/aspartame
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C130 Wing repair. 
 
Graham Barnett has tirelessly pursued DVA about chemical exposure experienced by blokes 
associated with the C130 wing repair program. To progress any further he is required to collect 
details from as many C130 AMWKR/ASTFITT members as possible. If you were one of those 
blokes who worked on the C130 wings please help by providing answers to the questions listed 
below. 
 
Your response may help 
out both yourself and 
those whom DVA have 
rejected. The aim is to 
at least obtain a Gold 
Card for affected 
personnel. 
 

• Are you a holder 
of a Gold Card, 
give major 
illnesses/conditions? 

• Are you the holder of a White card, what conditions covered? 

• If no card, what disease/illness/disability are you suffering from since the C130WRP? 

• What claims have DVA refused as not service related? 

• Were you involved in the Study of Health Outcomes in Aircraft Maintenance Personnel 
(SHOAMP)? 

 
Defence have admitted that some blokes were exposed to the same or similar chemicals as the 
F-111 DSRS, but they claim minimum exposure and "open" working conditions. This will be 
disputed.  
 
Please return information to Barny at the following email address: bargt@bigpond.com 
 
Bevan Greenwood was involved in this, he wrote and told us about it in Vol 26, you can read it 
again HERE 
 
 
 

 
Those who can’t, teach! 

 
 
 

Water. 
 

mailto:bargt@bigpond.com


RAAF Radschool Association Magazine – Vol 33 
Page 11 

H 

Research has shown that 75% of Americans are chronically dehydrated and although not 
proven, it is likely this applies to half the world population. In 37% of Americans, the thirst 
mechanism is so weak it is mistaken for hunger. It has been proven that 
one glass of water will shut down midnight hunger pangs for almost 100% 
of the dieters who were studied by the University of Washington. 
 
Even MILD dehydration will slow down a body’s metabolism as it has been 
shown that a mere 2% drop in body water can trigger fuzzy short-term 
memory, trouble with basic maths, and difficulty focusing on  
the computer screen or on a printed page. Lack of water is also the number 
one trigger of daytime fatigue and preliminary research indicates that 8-10 
glasses of water a day could significantly ease back and joint pain for up to 
80% of sufferers.  
 
Drinking 5 glasses of water daily decreases the risk of colon cancer by 45%, plus it can slash 
the risk of breast cancer by 79%., and one is 50% less likely to develop bladder cancer. Are 
you drinking the amount of water you should drink every day?  
 
It is a proven fact that the best way to diet is to drink lots of water. In simple terms, a body gains 

weight because it takes on more fuel than 
it can burn – ie: it eats too much. And, 
normally a person eats too much because 
they are driven by hunger pangs. We know 
this is a simplistic view and that in some 
instances there are medical reasons too, 
but in the norm, it is hunger, or appetite, 
that causes you to eat too much. Drinking 
water continuously during the day keeps 
the stomach ‘full’ and stops the hunger 
pangs which means you won’t want to eat 
as much. 

 
Give it a try – if you want to lose weight, start drinking water – you’ll find it works. 
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35 Squadron.  
RAAF Caribou Operations in South Vietnam 1964-72. 
 

Ted Strugnell 
 
Of the three RAAF flying squadrons which served in South Vietnam, the Caribou Squadron was 
the smallest. It was possibly perceived as the least glamorous (the trash haulers) however, its 
role was nonetheless important. 
 
The ANZAC Day banner carries the words “Wallaby Airlines – First Squadron In, Last 
Squadron Out”. 
 
The history and the role of 2 Squadron 
RAAF (Canberra Bombers) and 9 
Squadron are well documented 
elsewhere however, because 35 
Squadron did not operate directly in 
support of the Australian Task Force, 
the squadron was relatively unknown 
and received little recognition back 
home in Australia. 
 
In what became the longest war in 
Australian History, 35 Squadron RAAF 
was deployed to Vietnam for longer (for 
the best part of 10 years) than the other two squadrons.  
 
As no one person was there for the whole of that time, it is difficult, if not impossible, to write a 
history from first-hand experience. Perhaps I have some advantage in that, being among the 
last to be posted there for a full 12-month tour, at least I was able to look back over the entire 
involvement. 
 
Every Australian who served in Vietnam as well as many Kiwis, Americans, Koreans, South 
Vietnamese and others knew of 35 Squadron as Wallaby Airline and many will recall with 
affection coming up the ramp door of a Caribou and “home” to the relative safely of the familiar 
“Wallaby Airlines - Welcome aboard a Wallaby Flight” logo on the aircraft bulkhead door. 
 
For its short take-off and landing (STOL) characteristics in the short range support role, the 
squadron was equipped with the DH-47C Caribou aircraft, well known in the West because of 
flood relief work. They were affectionately known as “green gravel trucks” and were purpose 
built by DeHaviland Canada for the role with that particular war in mind. 
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It was on an initial ferry flight from Canada that three aircraft were diverted to South Vietnam in 
1964 to initially form RAAF Transport Flight Vietnam months ahead of Australian Army regular 
units and hence the “FIRST IN” seen on the squadron banner on Anzac Days. Three other 
aircraft joined the flight from Australia shortly after. 
 
The RAAF Flight and later Squadron were controlled by the United States Air Force and 
integrated into the largest airlift in history, to put in in perspective, much bigger than the Berlin 
airlift. 
 
After the arrival of the Australian Army, priority was given to supporting the Task Force where 
possible, however, it was the war that 
ultimately decided priorities. Wallaby 
Airlines soon became famous throughout 
the more than 115 airfields, most 
makeshift and some the Americans 
couldn’t or wouldn’t operate into, 
throughout the length of the country from 
the 17th parallel to the Mekong Delta. It 
became known that the Wallaby would 
always make it through. 
 
Wallaby Airlines originally came from the 
squadron crest which depicts a Wallaby and the Wallaby radio call sign know to so many who 
monitored radio networks throughout the country, which was just about everybody. 
 
It was amusing to hear the American air traffic controllers trying to repeat the Wallaby call-sign 
back with their American accents, not having the 
vaguest idea what it represented. 
 
While para dropping of both supplies and 
personnel was not unknown, especially in the 
early days, the prime task was airlift, airlift of 
personnel, rations, the essential for morale mail 
and ammunition. Evacuation of refugees and 
carrying of the dead and dying was depressing. 
As well as Australian and other allied troops, the 
squadron carried Vietnamese troops with their 
families, goods, chattels and livestock. Rations as 
well as the evil smelling nhoc man (dried fish), 
including live animals, a normal way of 
resupplying in that part of the world. A technique 
was developed whereby cows were crated in 
open wooden boxes and parachuted to the 
ground where they could be kept alive and fresh 
for weeks if necessary. 
 
The carrying of live animals was much to the 
disgust of the ground crew, I well remember in the 
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last days of Vung Tau, working 7 days a week for months on end to clean the aircraft back to 
the rivets, because of Australian quarantine regulations, as well as maintaining the normal 
flying program. 
 
In the first war in history in which the airlift operation was an extension of the battle itself and 
the aircraft engaged were subject to more ground fire than all other wars combined, incidents 
were too numerous to mention. Many caused injury, most causes damage, some were 
observed and resulted in the award of medals and, as in all wars, many passed unnoticed 
except by the participants themselves and unrecorded except in the memory of those nearby. 
 
By way of example, here are but a few of those incidents. 
 
On January 19, 1969, an aircraft was taxiing on a resupply mission at Katum, a small special 
forces out post near the Cambodian border when it came under attack from mortar fire. In the 
words of the Captain, Flt Lt Reg “Tommy” Thompson:  “The first one landed about 25 feet in 
front of the port wing shattering the windscreen. Two more followed in quick succession and 
then the rest. Most of the hits were in the nose area”. It was later discovered there were over a 
hundred holes in the forward surfaces of the aircraft. “We were left with two choices, if we 
stayed we might take a direct hit and if we left the aircraft might not perform correctly due to 
shrapnel damage. We made a quick decision to fly without being able to assess the full extent 
of the damage.” 
 
When airborne, it was discovered, as well as two of the tyres 
being burst, the hydraulics were also out and the 
undercarriage had to be manually pumped up. To land at 
Bien Hoa the emergency extension system had to be used. 
 
What Tommy didn’t say was he was bleeding from a 
shrapnel wound to his leg. He was awarded the 
Distinguished Flying Cross (DFC) for his efforts in “preventing further damage to the aircraft 
and crew.” The Loadmaster, Cpl Barrie Gracie was awarded the Distinguished Flying Medal 
(DFM) for his assistance to the captain in jettisoning the cargo just prior to take off. 
 
On another occasion, on March 29, 1970, Caribou A4-193 was carrying aviation fuel to That 
Son, 12 kilometres from the Cambodian border. At That Son the aerodrome was on the floor of 
a valley making it easy for “Charlie” (Viet Cong) to rain down rockets and mortars from the 
surrounding hills and then escape to his sanctuaries in nearby Cambodia. 
 
Artillery frequently pounded the hills during an aircraft’s approach and it was always a “hot” turn 
around, (engines never stopped). As soon as the aircraft landed and stopped rolling, the load 
(usually rations, fuel and/or ammunition) was pushed out the back of the aircraft and it took off 
again. 
 
The crew on this occasion was Pilot Officer Bert Milne (Captain), Pilot Officer Mick Calvert, 
Corporal Melville Church and LAC Robert Laing. 
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The first mortar round hit a wing disabling the aircraft and starting a fire in one of the fuel cells. 
The crew left the aircraft “post-haste” and “assembled” in a ditch at the side of the airfield then 
moved to slightly safer ground in a bunker about 30 metres away.  
 

 
 
More mortar rounds rained on and around the aircraft as “Charlie” saw the prize of a large 
aircraft destroyed. A few minutes after, the crew were transferred by jeep to the base command 
post bunker and remained there for several hours while the base continued under attack.  
 
It was discovered later that during the attack, “Charlie” had penetrated the perimeter and 
suffered 34 confirmed (probably more unconfirmed) killed in action. 
 
On one of the many occasions when bullets flew around the flight deck and cabin of  aircraft, 
one of the loadmasters, Cpl Bob St John, had a lucky escape when a round passed through the 
“Esky” on which he was sitting. The round came up through the belly of the aircraft, penetrated 
the cockpit floor, passed through the bottom of the Esky, continued on through the ice inside 
and stopped when it lodged in the Esky lid, a hair’s breadth from the Bob’s “important bits”.  
 
Bob extricated the bullet and kept it as a particularly personal souvenir. 
 
 

All that remained of Caribou A4-193 after it was completely destroyed by enemy mortar fire 
at That Son in March 1970. The aircraft was carrying drums of helicopter fuel and the 
subsequent fire was so intense all that the aircraft was reduced to molten metal, all that was 
left were the engines. The crew were extremely lucky to escape without serious injury. 
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“The night belonged to Charlie” and large aircraft always made a good target. During the 8 
years 35 Sqn operated in Vietnam, one aircraft was destroyed and numerous damaged at 
outlying airfields and fire support bases. The RAAF had a policy of trying to get an 
unserviceable aircraft back to base or at least to a secure area by nightfall. I can remember 
working on cylinder replacements, carburettor changes and the like at some obscure airfield in 
order to the aircraft out by nightfall. 
 
On the 6th October 1968, near Da Lat, aircraft A4-210 was extensively damaged when it was 
taxiing near a ditch and the ditch edge collapsed. 
 
 
A lonely frog telephoned the Psychic Hotline and asked what his future holds. His Personal 
Psychic Advisor tells him: "You are going to meet a beautiful young girl who will want to know 
everything about you."  The frog is thrilled, "This is great! "Will I meet her at a party?" he 
croaks. "No," says the psychic, "in biology class."  
 

The Engineering Officer of 35 Squadron, Flt Lt Kevin Griffin, (Vietnam from June 1969 to 
June 1970) inspects the ‘remains’ of Caribou A4-193 after it was mortared at That Son. 
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The aircraft was originally repaired in country, however, it did not fly correctly and was 
eventually one of the two aircraft returned to Australia for more extensive repairs (A4-210 flew 
under its own power; A4-152 was shipped home on the HMAS Sydney). 
 

 
By the end of the involvement, in 1972, the score stood something like this: 
 
 
Aircraft totally destroyed and/or unrecoverable. 3 

Aircraft sufficiently damaged to warrant evacuation to Australia for repairs. 2 

Aircraft with minor and/or major damage from ground fire, collision with 
objects etc. and able to be repaired in country. 

Too many to 
mention, many not 
even documented. 

Geoff Hall beside A4-210 
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Of course there was a lot more to the squadron than just aeroplanes and operations. A 
squadron is made up of people, and these people were members of RTFV/35 Squadron. 
 
Six hundred and twenty four (624) such people served with the squadron over the years it 
operated in South Vietnam with 
around 85 on strength at any one 
time. Flying hours were at a level 
not previously experienced by most 
pilots and at the completion of a 
tour, many had over a thousand 
sorties in their log books.  
 
To the amazement of the 
Americans, who had literally 
dozens of aircraft and frequently 
missed missions, the squadron flew 
5 missions each day with 7 aircraft, 
365 days of the year and only missed a mission because of extreme damage to an aircraft. 
 
A high price was paid by ground crews to achieve this as the amount of maintenance, servicing 
and rectification carried out to keep the aircraft serviceable can only be imagined and some of 
the miracles performed by these dedicated professionals had to be seen to be believed. It was 
not unusual to talk to people drifting in and out of sleep. 
 
It was a lonely existence at Vung Tau as Christmas 1971 and New Year 1972 slowly came 
around. No 9 squadron, which had shared the hanger with 35 squadron, had left and No 2 
squadron, which was based at Phan Rang to the north, had also gone. Nui Dat was empty, the 
Australian Army had all but gone, there was a half company reactionary force out at Back 
Beach whose task it was to come to the aid of any of the small remaining detachments 
(including the 60 or so 35 Squadron personnel) in the event of an emergency. 
 
We were briefed on intelligence reports of Viet Cong infiltration into Vung Tau causing rumours 
in the local population that “Charlie” may try for one more political victory by wiping out this 
small, seemingly forgotten, detachment of the RAAF. 
 
Because we did not know exactly when we were going home and the Australian public, to all 
intents and purposes, believed Australia was out of Vietnam, some of us became paranoid that 
Australia and the Government had forgotten our small band. Mail became all the more 
important as the tenuous thread that indicated at least somebody knew we were still there. 
 

 

American Caribou aircraft, Vung Tau. 
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When we finally had an RTA (return to Australia) date, for obvious security reasons, we were 
unable to tell the Vietnamese. When we said “see you tomorrow” or “see you next week” 
knowing full well we would probably never see them again, they probably sensed something 
was on. 

 
While the great deeds of the people who made up the squadron are as noble as they are, as 
with any war, it is the more mundane daily hard slog that counts and in this the statistics speak 
for themselves. 
 
By the time 35 Squadron came home, (the last 4 aircraft finally left Vung Tau on the 19th 
February, 1972) it was the longest serving RAAF unit in Vietnam. Except for the Australian 
Army Training Team, it was the longest serving Australian unit in Vietnam. It had carried nearly 
41.5 million kilo grams of freight in addition to mail, officially 700,000 passengers, (unofficially 
many more) and in spite of numerous wounds, miraculously did it without any loss of life. 
 
To put it in another context, in the words of an American Colonel commanding the 315th Air 
Command Group, “during a representative month, February 1965, the RAAF Caribous hauled 

On Duty Crew, in December, 1969 are, Clockwise from the Driver: 
F/Sgt Dudley Cook (Sumpie), LAC Nigel Murray (Instruments), LAC Wally Salzmann 
(Framie), LAC Barry Allwright (Eleco), LAC Trev Benneworth (Radio), Cpl Ken Radford 
(Framie) Lac Ken Matthews (Sumpie). (And not a beer gut in sight!!! - tb) 
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1010 tons with 6 assigned aircraft (168 tons/aircraft) while the US Army hauled 5095 tons with 
42 aircraft (121 tons/aircraft). 
 
The Supreme Commander Vietnam, General William Westmorland, after failing to get his own 

transport squadrons operating with the same efficiency, in May 1965, 
cabled the Australian Government requesting an additional 12 aircraft 
Caribou squadron for Vietnam.  
 
This request was rightfully refused, Australia only had two such 
squadrons. 
 
We in 35 Squadron believe we won our small part of our small war and 
as with the whole Australian involvement it was left to others in other 
places, not the least of which were Washington, Paris and Canberra, to 
do the losing. 

 
 
 
 
About the author.  
 
Ted Strugnell was an Instrument Fitter and like all members of the RAAF 
who served in Vietnam, was Permanent Air Force. He was posted to 35 
Squadron in Vietnam as a Corporal in 1971/1972 which was at the very 
end of the Australian involvement. Ted joined the RAAF from Charleville 
and went on to serve 21 years after which he worked for the Department 
of Defence as a ‘civvy’.  
 
Ted wrote the article, which appeared in the Toowoomba Chronicle and 
which was aimed mainly at a non-aviation audience, about 10 years ago.  
 
He is now retired and lives in Toowoomba. 
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Commanding Officers of 35 Sqn. 
 

• Sugden, Christopher John (July 1964 – Apr 1965) 
• Harvey, Douglas Clifford (Mar 1965 – Nov 1965) 
• Guthrie, Victor Douglas    (Nov 1965 – Jul 1966) 
• Melchert, Charles James (Jun 1966 – Jun 1967) 
• Fookes, Anthony John (Feb 1967 – Feb 1968) 
• Espie, Jack Darby (Feb 1968 – Dec 1968) 
• Seedsman, Barry William (Nov 1968 – Nov 1969) 
• Mitchell, Stewart Cosmann Kostlin (Nov 1969 – Nov 1970) 
• Clark, Stanley (Nov 1970 – Nov 1971) 
• Smithies, Charles David Frederick (Nov 1971 – Feb 1972) 

 
 
Decorations earned by Personnel in the Squadron. 
 

Member of the Order of the British Empire. 

 Flt Lt Pilot. John Thomas CONNELL,  (Jun 1968 – Jun 1969) 

 W/Off  Eng. Allan Richard GRINTER (Apr 1967 – Nov 1967) 

 W/Off Medic Andrea Giovanni PELLIZZER, (Sep 1965 – May 1966) 

 Flt Lt Equipo Bruce Victor TIPPING, (Jul 1965 – Mar 1966) 

 Sqn Ldr Eng Robin Norman WADE, (Jul 1964 – Apr 1965) 

 

 

British Empire Medal.  

 Sgt Sumpie Barry William FITZELL, (Jun 1970 – 1971) 
 
 

Distinguished Flying Cross. 

 Sqn Ldr Eng Roger Alfred BUDD, (Jun 1970 – Jun 1971) 

 Sqn Ldr Pilot Stanley CLARK, (Nov 1970 – Nov 1971) 

 Flt Lt Pilot Vance DRUMMOND, (Jun 1966 – Dec 1966) 

 Plt Off Pilot Jack Darby ESPIE, (Feb 1968 – Dec 1968) 

 Sqn Ldr Pilot Anthony John FOOKES, (Feb 1967 – Feb 1968) 

 Wng Cdr Pilot Victor Douglas GUTHRIE, (Nov 1965 – Jul 1966) 

 Sqn Ldr Pilot Douglas Clifford HARVEY, (Mar 1965 – Nov 1965) 

 Flg Off Pilot Robert Francis MEARES, (Jun 1969 – Jun 1970) 
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 Wng Cdr Pilot Charles James MELCHERT, (Jun 1966 – Jun 1967) 

 Wng Cdr Pilot Stewart MITCHELL, (Nov 1969 – Nov 1970) 

 Plt Off Pilot Francis William ROBINSON, (May 1970 – Jun 1971) 

 Sqn Ldr Pilot Barry William SEEDSMAN, (Nov 1968 – Nov 1969) 

 Sqn Ldr Pilot Christopher John SUGDEN, (July 1964 – Apr 1965) 

 Flt Lt Pilot Reginald John THOMPSON, (Mar 1968 – Mar 1969) 

 Sqn Ldr Pilot Nicholas James WATLING, (Jun 1967 – May 1968) 

   
 
 

Distinguished Flying Cross and Bar. 

 Sqn Ldr Pilot Douglas Clifford HARVEY, (Mar 1965 – Nov 1965) 

 Sqn Ldr Pilot Christopher John SUGDEN, (July 1964 – Apr 1965) 

 

 

Distinguished Flying Medal. 

 Cpl Loady Barry Thomas GRACIE, (July 1964 – Feb 1965 and Apr 
1968 – Mar 1969) 

 Cpl GH Rodney Joseph RANGER, (Apr 1966 – Dev 1966) 

 

 

Commendation for Distinguished Service. 

 Sgt Framie Donald James BOOTH, (Feb 1968 – Feb 1969) 

 Cpl Loady Malcolm Robert “Bugs” ROSE, (Nov 1965 – Jan 1966 and Jul 1966 – 
Apr 1967) 

 

 

Mentioned in Dispatches. 

 Flt Lt Pilot Anthony ABBOTT,  (Jun 1965 – Feb 1966) 

 Sgt Equipo Eric Glen ALLEN, (Apr 1966 – Dec 1966) 

 LAC Loady Stewart Hampton BONETT, (Oct 1966 – Oct 1967) 

 Cpl Framie Colin Henry BRUCE, (Mar 1970 – Mar 1971) 

 Flg Off Pilot Michael Sandro CALVERT, (Dec 1969 – Dec 1970) 

 Flt Lt Pilot Cunningham Norman CASSELS, (Oct 1968 – Aug 1969) 
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 Cpl Metal Worker Raymond CHANDLER, (Nov 1965 – Jun 1966) 

 Flg Off Pilot Kerry John “Big Chuck’ CONNORS, (Apr 1970 – Apr 1971) 

 Flg Off Pilot Ian Bruce COOPER, (Aug 1967 – Jul 1968) 

 Cpl Loady Douwe ‘Bill’ DE BOER, (Dec 1969 – Dec 1970) 

 Cpl Framie Charles John DOWNES, (Mar 1965 – Nov 1965) 

 Cpl Loady Colin William DUFFIELD, (Jan 1969 – Jan 1970) 

 Flt Lt Pilot George GODFREY, (May 1965 – Aug 1965 and Nov 1965 – Apr 1966) 

 Flt Lt Eng Kevin Vernon GRIFFIN, (Jun 1969 – Jun 1970) 

 LAC Sumpie David Michael GWIN, (Jul 1964 – Feb 1965) 

 Flg Off Pilot Brian Greatorex HAMMOND, (Aug 1964 – May 1965) 

 Flt Lt Pilot John Mcleod HARRIS, (Apr 1966 – Apr 1967) 

 Flg Off Pilot John Raymond HUGGETT, (Jan 1970 – Jan 1971) 

 Flg Off Pilot Neil Francis JONASSON, (Oct 1967 – Nov 1967 and Jul 1968 – Jul 
1969) 

 Sgt AMWKR Walter Joseph JONES, (Apr 1969 – Apr 1970) 

 Flt Sgt Sumpie Frank Anthony LATHAM, (Mar 1965 – Nov 1965) 

 Flt Sgt Sumpie Thomas George LENTON, (Nov 1965 – Nov 1966) 

 Flt Lt Pilot Michael Raymond LEWINO, (Aug 1966 – Jul 1967) 

 Flg Off Pilot Maurice Alexander LEWIS, (May 1968 – May 1969) 

 Flg Off Pilot William Stewart MCALISTER, (Feb 1967 – Feb 1968) 

 Flt Lt John Terence MCDONNELL, (Jun 1966 – Jun 1967) 

 Cpl Loady Stanley Donald MELLOW, (Nov 1965 – Jul 1966 and Aug 1967 – May 
1968) 

 Flt Lt Pilot Colin MONK, (Feb 1969 – Feb 1970) 

 Flt Lt Pilot Martin Campbell NEWMAN, (Jul 1970 – Jul 1971) 

 Flt Lt Pilot Graeme Alexander NICHOLSON, (Aug 1965 – Apr 1966) 

 Flt Lt Pilot Jeffrey Allan PEDRINA, (Aug 1966 – Jul 1967) 

 Flt Lt Pilot Alan John PERRY, (Oct 1967 – Dec 1968) 

 Flg Off Pilot John Grenfell PROWSE, (Jul 1970 – Jun 1971) 

 Flt Lt Pilot Ronald George RAYMOND, (Sep 1964 – Mar 1965) 

 Cpl Loady Barry Alan SHARMAN, (Nov 1965 – July 1966 and Oct 1968 – Jul 1969) 

 Cpl Loady Herbert Roy “Marlo” SHARPE, (Feb 1966 – Nov 1966 and May 1968 – 
Feb 1969) 

 Sgt Loady Robert Patrick ST JOHN, (Aug 1964 – Aug 1964 and Jun 1965 – Feb 
1966) 
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 Flg Off Pilot Jeffrey Phillip TRAPPETT, (Oct 1970 – Oct 1971) 

 Cpl Loady Robert Maxwell WARK, (Jul 1964 – Mar 1965) 

 Flt Lt ADG Barry Edgar Stanley WILLIAMSON, (May 1966 – Sep 1966) 

 Flg Off Pilot Joseph James WILSON, (May 1969 – May 1970) 

 Flg Off Pilot Peter YATES, (Nov 1965 – Jun 1966) 

 Cpl Loady Glynn James “Jock” YOUNG, (Oct 1965 – Jul 1966 and Jul 1969 – Apr 
1970) 

  

 

An elderly couple had dinner at another couple's house, and after eating, the wives left the 
table and went into the kitchen. The two men were talking, and one said, 'Last night we went 
out to a new restaurant and it was really great.. I would recommend it very highly. 'The other 
man said, 'What is the name of the restaurant?' The first man thought and thought and finally 
said, 'What is the name of that flower you give to someone you love? You know.... The one 
that's red and has thorns”. “Do you mean a rose?' says his mate 'Yes, that's the one,' replied 
the man. He then turned towards the kitchen and yelled, 'Rose, what's the name of that 
restaurant we went to last night?'  
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DFRDB 
 
 
Ernie Gimm sent us this, it is a copy of a joint press release issued by the Opposition and refers 
to DFRDB – a subject that is very important to a lot of blokes. 
 
From: 
 
Mr Stuart Robert MP, 
Shadow Minister for Defence Science, Technology and Personnel 
Federal Member for Fadden 
 
Senator the Hon. Michael Ronaldson 
Shadow Minister for Veterans’ Affairs 
Liberal Senator for Victoria 
 
Wednesday, 17 November 2010 
 
 
 
DFRDB Fair Indexation Bill to be tabled in the Senate 
 
The Coalition will take action on military superannuation reform. On behalf of the Coalition’s 
spokesperson on military superannuation, Mr Stuart Robert MP, the Shadow Minister for 
Veterans’ Affairs, Senator the Hon. Michael Ronaldson, will on the 18th November, table a Bill 
in the Senate to index DFRDB pensions in line with the Coalition’s 27 June 2010 commitment.  
 
The Defence Force Retirement and Death Benefits Amendment (Fair Indexation) Bill 2010, will 
enable DFRDB superannuants aged 55 and over from 1 July 2011 to have their pensions 
indexed at the higher rate of the Consumer Price Index (CPI), Male Total Average Weekly 
Earnings (MTAWE) or the Pensioner and Beneficiary Living Cost Index (PBLCI).  
 
Mr Robert said the introduction of this Bill confirms the Coalition’s resolve in taking the crucial 
first step towards reforming military superannuation arrangements. 
 
“The Coalition made a commitment to veterans and ex-service personnel and we are going to 
see that commitment through”, Mr Robert said. 
 
“I call on those independent members who have previously voiced their support for the 
provisions contained within this legislation to support this Bill and to support those veterans and 
ex-service personnel who have given so much to their country. 
 
The Shadow Minister for Veterans’ Affairs, Senator Michael Ronaldson, said that he had 
listened to the considered views put forward by the veteran and ex-service community and was 
pleased to be able to introduce the Bill on behalf of the Coalition. 
 
“The issue of military superannuation reform has been raised with me during every meeting I 
have held with veterans and ex-service personnel. With this Bill, the Coalition meets our 
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election commitment to change DFRDB indexation arrangements and to help support our 
veterans and ex-service personnel”, Senator Ronaldson said. 
 
“This is in stark contrast to the Gillard Labor Government, which promised much to those in the 
veteran community but has repeatedly failed to deliver due to their own self-interest and poll 
driven policy paralysis. 
 
(One wonders why they did nothing about this while in Government – they were lobbied on it 
many many times - tb) 
 
 
 
 

Field Trip. 
 
Ralph Dix was teaching at Radschool from Jan 82 through to Dec 85. He says “During my time 
at Radschool I took groundies out on Field Communications Exercises. In the early days we 
used to go to a worker's camp on the banks of the Goulburn River near Yea. We would spend a 
week there leaving a small group in the base camp and taking the rest out to various locations 
around the general area. 
 
The aim of the field trip was to demonstrate to the students how to manufacture antenna and to 
prove how effective alternative items were when used as antennas.  
 
The type of objects used included - Car bodies - various objects at a disused Railway station 
(the location we used was definitely disused, proven because of the tree growing between the 
tracks) Rail track, Station shed, Rain water tank at the station, both slopes of the roof and 
fences. But the most unexpected were assorted trees.  
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To use a tree we drove a 3 inch nail into the bark and used an alligator clip and a thru-line watt 
meter. After succeeding to attain comms by using the tree, we then removed the nail from the 
tree left the nail attached to the transceiver and comms were not possible. 
 
During 1984 the influx of female trainee radio technicians made the trip to Yea more difficult 
from a house keeping perspective, so the decision was made to make one day trips from 
Radschool into the National Park just north of Baccus Marsh and south of Daylesford.  
 
The photo is of members of 4/84. In the background of the photo you can see that the forest is 
still suffering from the effects of bush fires. Can anyone help with names?? 
 
My mother asked me to hand out invitations for my brother's surprise 21st birthday party. That's 

when I realised he was her favourite twin. 
 
 
Ted Mac, the wild man from the west, saw the pic below in Vol 32, on page 12. He says, “The 
bloke on the left is John Heard and I think the bloke doing the kissing is "Shorty" Gallach (both 
RadTechA) – who was it who called us queer trades???”. 
 

 
 
So – can anyone help name the others?? 
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August 2010. 
 
August this year contained some interesting facts, this August had: 
 

5 Sundays 
5 Mondays 
5 Tuesdays 

 
All in a row and it happens only once in 823 years. 
 

 
Auto Lemons. 
 
THE automobile industry has produced so many lemons in its time it should have been in the 
marmalade business. Toyota and Lexus were in the news recently with trouble with sticking 
accelerators, but there have been many more cars that did not touch base with expectations. A 
classic example was the Audi 100 that could accelerate when you went to hit the brakes 
because the accelerator pedal was placed too close to the brake pedal. 
 
Some lemons are so acidic they are downright dangerous, such as the rear-engined 1960s 
Chevrolet Corvair that required the tyres to be pumped up so high they exploded. Ford had 
issues in the late 1980s with the Ford Bronco and Explorer SUVs that rolled over with ridiculous 
ease. Or the Ford Pinto that not only burst into flames on rear impact, but also jammed the 
doors shut so the occupants were well done. 
 
In the 1970, imported Lancias and Fiats arrived 
pre-rusted and Protons Satrias had toxic glue 
in the roof lining that rusted out the roof.  
 
There have been other cars that exploded, 
spontaneously, combusted, fell apart, leaked 
oil, overheated or just never worked.  
 
Some of the biggest mechanical lemons that 
have made mechanics wealthy are old 
Daewoos, the Holden Sunbird, The 4 cylinder 
Commodore, Datsun 180B and the king of them all, early model Kia Carnivals. Thankfully, 
standards have improved and there are very few lemons in the market today.  
 
Over the past few years, car recalls in Australia have dropped from 79 in 2005 to 63 last year, 
with a peak of 91 in 2008. In terms of aesthetics there are still some eyesores (all SsangYongs) 
and some inane packages (BMW X6). 
 
Lemons are different to recalls. A lemon by definition refers to the model whereas a recall can 
apply to only certain cars of that model that were made over a specific period. 
 
The Australian Government has a web site that you can check to see if your car is involved in a 
recall – you can see it HERE. 

http://www.recalls.gov.au/content/index.phtml/itemId/952855/fromItemId/952839
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Here are 10 lemons: You can bet we’ll upset someone here as someone will have surely 
owned one of these and loved it. 

 
1. Datsun 120Y: Why indeed? It was underpowered, which was a good thing 

because the brakes were useless and the handling downright dangerous. At least 
when you crashed it was at slow speed. Unfortunately, it was very reliable, so 
there are still a few around. 

2. Leyland P76: It held a 44-gallon drum in the boot and the design reflected such 
practicality. Roof lining tended to 
fall on your head as you drove 
and the rear window tended to 
drop out. When they went, they 
are a nice car to drive. 

3. Morris Marina: It should have 
come with a cardigan and a 
death warrant. Mechanically 
nasty, unsafe and unreliable. 

4. Ford AU Falcon: Ford spent 
$600 million to build it and 
immediately it failed as plain 
ugly. It also blew head gaskets, 
radiators and thermostats, yet 
there are still a lot of AU taxis limping around. 

5. 1960-1990 Jaguars: Some nice models, but you needed two as one was always 
in the garage. You also needed to be a bank 
manager as they were expensive to fix. XJ12s 
were perhaps the worst. 

6. Holden Camira: Once a Wheels Car of the Year, 
but prone to rusting and overheating. Chewed oil. 

7. SAAB 900 Turbo: One of the early turbocharged 
cars. Unhappily the turbo unit didn't outlive the 
tyres. Major engine problems and expensive to 
fix. Despite being Swedish, they rattled and 
squeaked. 

8. Rover Vitesse: Designed around a large-dimension, mid-capacity V8 engine, but 
they also fitted six-cylinder engines in 
the UK which were complete duds. The 
electrics were UK Lucas, known for 
good reason as the Prince of Darkness. 

9. Mitsubishi Magna: Early models fell 
apart before they needed their first 
refuelling. Early carby engines were 
known to have four-cylinder 
performance and six-cylinder economy. 

10. Hummer: Although mechanically 
sound, it used fuel like a jumbo jet, a 
GM PR disaster. Now owned by the 
Chinese. 
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Two 90 year old men, Mike and Joe, have been friends all of their lives. When it's clear that Joe 
is dying, Mike visits him every day. One day Mike says, "Joe, we both loved rugby all our lives, 
and we played rugby on Saturdays together for so many years. Please do me one favour, when 
you get to Heaven, somehow you must let me know if there's rugby there. "Joe looks up at 
Mike from his death bed, "Mike, you've been my best friend for many years. If it's at all possible, 
I'll do this favour for you. "Shortly after that, Joe passes on. At midnight a couple of nights later, 
Mike is awakened from a sound sleep by a blinding flash of white light and a voice calling out to 
him, "Mike -- Mike." "Who is it?" asks Mike sitting up suddenly. "Who is it?" "Mike--it's me, Joe." 
"You're not Joe. Joe just died." "I'm telling you, it's me, Joe," insists the voice." "Joe! Where are 
you?" "In heaven," replies Joe. "I have some really good news and a little bad news." "Tell me 
the good news first," says Mike. "The good news," Joe says, "is that there IS rugby in heaven. 
Better yet, all of our old friends who died before us are here, too. Better even than that, we're all 
young again. Better still, it's always spring time and it never rains or snows. And, best of all, we 
can play rugby all we want, and we never get tired." "That's fantastic," says Mike. "It's beyond 
my wildest dreams!  So what's the bad news?" "You're in the team for this Saturday." 

 

 
Nicolas Trudgian's WW II Aviation Art. 
 
Mick Lawson sent us a bunch of painting done by Nicolas Trudgian 
(right) who is an aviation, transport and landscape artist. 
 
Nicolas grew up in the English city of Plymouth, and lived not far from 
the harbour that was home to the vast Royal Naval dockyards, this was 
a vibrant place for a youngster where there was always something to 
see, be it planes and trains, aircraft carriers and submarines or tanks 
and helicopters. 
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Nick's artistic skill came from his father, a very skilled amateur painter. He’d paint transport and 
military subjects, as a hobby, painstakingly executed with all the detail that mattered. Inspiration 
came from all around him and also from the stories his parents told of the war years and of a 
recent past where aeroplanes were powered by propellers and trains by steam.  
 
If you want to see more of these wonderful paintings, click on the pic above. 
 
 
 

Australia Zoo. 
 
 
Australia Zoo has made a very 
generous concession to serving 
and ex serving members of the 
ADF. They have agreed to give 
members a generous discount 
on the admission fee and in a lot 
of instances, they will offer free 
admission. 
 
This is how it works: 
 
Free entry is being made 
available to: 
 

• A war veteran who served 
with the RAN, RAAF or 
Army. 

• Spouses of that veteran. 
• Current serving members of the RAN, RAAF or Army. 
• If you are accompanied by your spouse and your spouse has an ADF ID card, they are 

admitted free also. 
• Persons holding a retired ADF ID card from the RAN, RAAF or Army 
• Holders of either a white or gold Repat Health card. 
• Holders of a Return from Active Service Badge. 
• A member of the Returned Services League Australian (RSL) 
• A member of the War Widows Guild of Australian 

 
 People who receive a 10% discount of the admission are: 
 

• Spouses and immediate family members of both of serving and retired members of the 
RAN, RAAF or Army who do not have an ADF ID. 

• DEFCOM members. 
• Members of non-Australian defence forces. 

 
Terms & Conditions:  
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The above discounts are subject to change without 
notice at the discretion of the organization.  Management 
reserves the right to refuse entry to any persons. Valid 
identification and proof of membership/employment must 
be presented on entry to receive these discounts. Failure 
to present relevant identification may result in refusal of 
discount. Not to be used in conjunction with any other 
offer. 
 
Further information can be obtained from: 
 
Jason White 
Customer Service Manager 
AUSTRALIA ZOO 
1638 Steve Irwin Way 
BEERWAH. QLD. 4519 
Ph: +61 7 5436 2013 
Fax: +61 7 5494 8604 
Website: www.australiazoo.com.au 
 
We thank the Australia Zoo for the wonderful generosity in offering these discounts to 
members. When you look at the pic above of Steve Irwin, you have to admit he was a larger 
than life bloke – and he is sadly missed. 
 
 
 

Card trick. 
 
There are card tricks and there are card tricks – but this is one of the best. Anyone who can 
work out how it is done gets to go to early tea – see HERE 

http://www.australiazoo.com.au/


RAAF Radschool Association Magazine – Vol 33 
Page 14 

 

A 

The National Radio Fest. 
 
 
Over the weekend, 18, 19 September, the Historical Radio Society of Australia 
(HRSA) held a radio/phono festival at the Kamberra Wine Tourism complex in 
Canberra, ACT (below). The show is a bi-annual event which is a get together for the HRSA 
associations from each State to show off the history of Radio in Australia since its inception. 
 
Previously known as the National Radio and Phono 
Fest, it is the largest regular event in the Aussie radio 
calendar and is where radio buffs meet to swap tall 
stories, show off their bits and pieces and buy and sell 
radio stuff that is not normally found at Dick Smith. 
 

The Historical Radio Society of Australia 
(inc.) was formed in 1982 by a group of 
enthusiasts committed to the 
preservation of Australia's radio heritage. 
From its origins in Victoria, the HRSA 
has become a nationwide organisation of over 1,000 members, with affiliated 
groups all around Australia.  
 

Members of the HRSA come from all walks of life, but are united by a common interest in radio. 
There are a number of informal "special interest" groups within the organisation, concentrating 
on particular facets of the hobby.  
 
Some of these are: 
 

• Radio receiver collecting, 
especially Australian 
makes.  

• Wooden cabinet 
restoration.  

• Bakelite cabinet 
restoration.  

• Test equipment.  
• Crystal sets.  
• Valve collecting.  
• Early television.  
• Commercial radio 

equipment.  
• Amateur radio 

• History of Australian 
broadcasting.  

• Sound equipment.  
• Aviation radio.  
• Radio history.  
• Military radio systems.  

 
The HRSA holds regular meetings at a number of locations around Australia. Meeting activities 
include radio displays, auctions, technical discussion and a buy/sell trade in radio components 
and visitors are most welcome to attend. At the recent September 
Festival in Canberra there was a wide range of items, including the 
earliest Marconi equipment, crystal sets, valve radios, military radio 
equipment, old telephone equipment and phonographs.  
 
On the Saturday night there was a dinner for the exhibitors, who, apart 
from being spoiled with excellent food and wine, were entertained by 
the venerable George Barlin who spoke about the early days of radio. 
George was the first and only employee of Radio Station 2CA back in 
1933 and later became its manager. Along with Arthur Shakespeare he applied for and 

http://www.hrsa.asn.au/
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obtained Canberra's first TV licence in the 1950s. He made a top impression on everyone 
present and at 94, gave them something for which to aspire. His stories of broadcasting from a 
lonely tin shed, his link to the Petrov affair, and the story behind the Prime Minister's broadcasts 
were captivating.  
 
The radio market opened at 9:00am on the Sunday and many members had booked selling 
tables. Over 600 visitors come to the show and some of the items which members had for sale 
can be found HERE. 
 

 

 
 
Click on the photos below for a description and a hi-res view. 
 
 

Murphy's Technology Law #1: 
Logic is a systematic method of coming to the wrong conclusion with confidence. 

 

Ian Johnston had a table at the Festival and here he shows off his 
Marconi style equipment, some of which he built. 
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The next event, in two years’ time, will be held in Melbourne to celebrate the 30th Anniversary 
of the HRSA. If you have an interest in this fascinating hobby, why not join??  The HRSA is 
always looking for new members. The annual membership fee is $35 for Australian residents 
and $49 for overseas applicants.  If you would like to join, you can do so HERE.  
 
The membership year runs from 1st July.  
 

Murphy's Technology Law #2: 
Nothing ever gets built on schedule or within budget. 

 
 

Hard Landing. 
 
On August 26, 2010, at 1251 Pacific daylight time, an Airbus A320, operated by JetBlue 
Airways Corporation, a low cost airline, landed at Sacramento International Airport, California. 
During touchdown on runway 16R, the airplane 
rapidly decelerated, the main landing gear tires 
blew out, and a minor tire-related fire erupted. 
All of the occupants in the airplane evacuated 
via the emergency egress cabin door slides. 
The airplane sustained minor damage and 7 of 
the 86 passengers received minor injuries 
during the evacuation process. None of the 2 
pilots or 3 flight attendants was injured. Visual 
meteorological conditions (VMC) prevailed at 
the time. 
 
According to the flight crew, the flight and 
approach to runway 16R were normal. Neither pilot recalled any abnormal indications or 
warnings associated with the braking system prior to landing. The first officer was the flying 
pilot. On touchdown, the airplane began a rapid deceleration, and the first officer remarked to 
the captain that it felt like a main landing gear tire blew out.  

http://www.hrsa.asn.au/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/JetBlue_Airways
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/JetBlue_Airways
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About this time, surface movement controllers reported observing sparks and smoke in the 
area of the main landing gear. The captain took control of the airplane. He maintained 
directional control and the airplane came to a stop about 2,000 feet from the touchdown point. 
The captain directed the first officer to initiate the ground evacuation Quick Reference Checklist 
up to the evacuation decision point. At that time, controllers confirmed smoke and fire was still 
visible around the main landing gear. Based on this information the captain elected to evacuate 
the airplane.  
 
Crash fire rescue personnel and equipment responded to the airplane, which had stopped on 
the runway. According to the flight crew and flight attendants, a swift and orderly evacuation 
was performed via emergency evacuation slides at the doors.  
 
The airplane was subsequently 
examined by the operator and 
Federal Aviation Administration 
(FAA) personnel. Airplane 
damage was limited to four 
deflated main landing gear tires 
and ground down wheel rims. 
The main landing gear tires 
showed evidence of being 
locked on touchdown. Ground 
damage was limited to minor 
grazing to the runway's surface. 
 
According to airplane recorded 
flight data, the parking brake had become engaged during the landing approach at 
approximately 5,100 feet above mean sea level and it remained engaged throughout the 
landing.  
 
Obviously, there are two likely scenarios that could have caused the parking brake to become 
engaged prior to landing, either electronic error or human error but, for the brake to have been 
set manually, a crew member would have had to lift and turn a brake initiation device on the 
cockpit centre console, something that one would think would not go unnoticed by other crew 
members. 
 
It is expected that it will be several months before the USA NTSB concludes its review. 
 
 
 

Qantas’ Airbus A380. 
 
We don’t think a lot of people know just 
how serious the situation was on board 
Qantas’ Airbus A380, on the 4th 
November, when its number 2 (left hand 
inner) engine had a catastrophic failure, 
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For the groundies, who’ve never seen an aeroplane, here are some of the problems faced by 
the crew at the time. Fortunately, there were 5 pilots on the aircraft at the time, 3 of them 
Captains, so they could spread the unbelievable work load. 
 

• massive fuel leak in the left mid fuel tank (the aircraft has 11 tanks, including one in the 
horizontal stabiliser on the tail)  

• massive fuel leak in the left inner fuel tank  
• a hole on the flap canoe/fairing that you could fit your upper body through 
• the aft gallery in the fuel system failed, preventing many fuel transfer functions 
• fuel jettison had problems due to the previous problem above 
• bloody great hole in the upper wing surface 
• partial failure of leading edge slats 
• partial failure of speed brakes/ground 

spoilers 
• shrapnel damage to the flaps 
• TOTAL loss of all hydraulic fluid in the Green 

System (the A380 has 2 x 5,000 PSI 
systems, Green and Yellow) 

• Elec function of landing gear failed, requiring 
manual extension 

• loss of 1 generator and associated systems 
• loss of brake anti-skid system 
• unable to shutdown adjacent number 1 

engine (for the groundies, aircraft engines are numbered from left to right) using normal 
method after landing due to major damage to systems 

• unable to shutdown adjacent number 1 engine using the fire switch!!!!!!!! Therefore, no 
fire protection was available for that engine after the explosion in number 2 (scarey) 

• Electronic Centralized Aircraft Monitoring (ECAM) warnings about major fuel imbalance 
because of fuel leaks on left side, that were UNABLE to be fixed with cross-feeding 

• fuel trapped in Trim Tank (in the tail). Therefore, possible major CofG out-of-balance 
condition for landing. Yikes! 

 
 
Also: 
 

• Elect Bus number 2 is supposedly to be automatically powered by Bus number 1 in the 
event of Engine number 2 failure - didn't happen. 

• Buses number 3 and number 4 will supposedly power Bus number 2 in the event that 
the auto transfer from Bus number 1 fails - didn't happen. 

• After some time the Ram Air Turbine (RAT) deployed for no apparent reason, locking out 
(as a load-shedding function) some still functioning services. (The RAT is a large 
windmilling propeller driven generator that “pops” into the airstream in an emergency to 
deliver emergency power to aircraft, allowing pilots to manipulate flight surfaces for safe 
landings. They are normally stowed in the wing or fuselage and deployed in the event 
that an airplane loses normal power, these devices have saved hundreds of lives). 

• One of the frequently recurring messages warned of the aircraft approaching the aft CoG 
limit (the procedure calls for transferring fuel forward), the next message advised of 
forward transfer pumps being U/S. This sequence occurred repeatedly. 
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• Normally, landing/approach speeds are obtained from the Flight Management System 
(FMS), but there weren't anywhere near sufficient fields to load all the defects for speed 
corrections, the crew loaded what they thought were the 
most critical ones.  

• The crew commenced an approach NOT because they'd 
sorted out all the problems but because they were very 
worried about the way-out-of-tolerance and steadily 
worsening lateral imbalance of the aeroplane. 

• The aircraft stopped with just over 100 metres or runway left, 
brakes temps climbed to 9000C with fuel pouring out of the 
ruptured tank. They were unable to shutdown number 1 
engine (as previously mentioned) but elected not to 
evacuate as the fire services were attending in great 
numbers. 

 
The aeroplane did many things the crew simply didn't understand and it failed to operate as 
expected. The aeroplane didn't function very well, the crew did a fabulous job, made some 
difficult decisions correctly, and the whole event was far closer to a catastrophe than anyone 
realised.  
 
You can see some photos and a description of the damage HERE and HERE. Both of these 
documents appeared on the web, in the public domain, but now seem to have been removed. 
 

Murphy's Technology Law #3: 
All's well that ends . . . period. 

 
 

The Colour Wheel. 
 
Did you know that there are only 3 primary colours, and they 
are: 
  

• red 
• blue 
• yellow 

 
These colours cannot be made from mixing other colours. People who work with 
colours, painters, artists etc, use colour wheels to remind themselves how colours 
are related. They remind artists how to mix and think about colours. 
 
And – there are also only 3 secondary colours, and these 
are: 
 

• green 
• orange 
• violet (purple) 
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Secondary colours are made by mixing two primary colours. Each secondary colour 
is made from the two primary colours closest to it on the colour wheel 
 
So, by mixing red and yellow you get orange,  
 

 
 
 

Mix yellow and blue and you get green 
 

 
 

And mix blue and red and you get violet. 
 
 

 
 

Then, by mixing together these 6 colours, in different quantities, you can get all the 
other colours. 
 
If you’re really interested in this stuff – go HERE 
 

Murphy's Technology Law #4: 
A failure will not appear until a unit has passed final inspection. 

 
 
 

Darwin. 
 
Keith Green saw this pic below in Vol31, page 14. He says he can put names to the faces as 
he was a ‘resident’ of Hut 29 at the time and is in the photo. 
 

http://www.realcolorwheel.com/colorwheel.htm
http://www.austradesecure.com/radschool/Vol31/Page14.htm
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So, now we have: 

 
 
Back L-R:   Chris Lovett, Ian (Black Mac) McLaren, Russ Osborne, Keith (Bluey) Green, Alan 
Webster 
Front L-R:   Charlie Benson, John (JR) Richards, John Barret, Reg Taylor, Chris Lovett (not 
100% sure) 
 
 

 
Blasts hit “secret” Iranian missile launching-pad.  
 
 
Reportedly, a top-secret Iranian military installation was 
struck by a triple blast on Tuesday 12th October, the day 
before Iranian president Mahmoud Ahmadinejad arrived 
in Lebanon. Military and intelligence ‘sources’ report the 
site held most of the Shehab-3 medium-range missile 
launchers Iran had stocked for striking US forces in Iraq 
and Israel in the event of war - some set to deliver triple 
warheads (tri-conic nosecones).  
 
The 18 soldiers officially reported killed in the blasts and 14 injured belonged to the 
Revolutionary Guards (IRGC) main missile arm, the Al-Hadid Brigades.  
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The Imam Ali Base where the explosion occurred is situated in lofty Zagros mountain country 
near the town of Khorramabad in the western Iranian province of Lorestan. This site was 
selected for an altitude which eases 
precise targeting and the difficulty of 
reaching it for air or ground attack. It 
lies 400 kilometres from Baghdad and 
primary American bases in central Iraq 
and 1,250 kilometres from Tel Aviv 
and central Israel. Both are well within 
the Shehab-3 missile's 1,800 to 2,500 
kilometre operational range.  
 
Iranian sources report that Tehran 
spent hundreds of millions to build one 
of the largest subterranean missile 
launching facilities of its kind in the 
Middle East or Europe. Burrowed 
under the Imam Ali Base is a whole 
network of wide tunnels deep underground. Somehow, a mysterious hand rigged three blasts in 
quick succession deep inside those tunnels, destroying a large number of launchers and 
causing enough damage to render the facility unfit for use.  
 
In its official statement on the incident, Tehran denied it was the result of "a terrorist attack" and 
claimed the explosion "was caused by a nearby fire that spread to the munitions storage area 
of the base." In the same way, the regime went to great lengths to cover up the ravages 
wrought to their nuclear and military control systems by the Stuxnet virus - which is still at work.  
 
In actual fact, military sources report, Iran's missile arsenal and the Revolutionary Guards have 

also suffered a devastating 
blow. Worst of all, all their 
experts are at a loss to 
account for the assailants' 
ability to penetrate one of 
Iran's most closely guarded 
bases and reach deep 
underground to blow up the 
missile launchers.  
 
The number of casualties is 
believed to be greater than 
the figure given out by 
Tehran.  
 
The soldiers' funerals took 
place Thursday, 14th Oct. at 

the same time as Ahmadinejad declared in South Lebanon that Israel was destined to 
"disappear." A few hours later, he ended his contentious two-day visit to Lebanon.  
 

http://www.google.com.au/imgres?imgurl=http://2.bp.blogspot.com/_0HCJq6B1wZA/SaT98Ay3NNI/AAAAAAAAB_A/7W2w8lf3jIE/s400/IMAMALIOVERVIEW.jpg&imgrefurl=http://geimint.blogspot.com/2009/02/khorramabad-missile-silos.html&usg=__DJMisN_o1jik8jodkQ-tZm7s0Qc=&h=262&w=400&sz=33&hl=en&start=1&sig2=VESIAoDwAGSgG_IkyeaFBA&zoom=1&itbs=1&tbnid=nKghNtB_YrkOWM:&tbnh=81&tbnw=124&prev=/images%3Fq%3DKhorramabad%2Bmissile%26hl%3Den%26gbv%3D2%26tbs%3Disch:1&ei=9dPHTPWoF4HvcLz37LEF
http://www.computerworlduk.com/news/security/3240458/stuxnet-virus-may-be-aimed-at-iran-nuclear-reactor/
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Recently, Aviation Week discovered that the new intermediate-range BM-25 Musudan ballistic 
missile exhibited at the North Korean military parade on Sunday 10th October - at which Kim 
Jong-II also paraded his son and heir - bore a strong resemblance to the Iranian Shehab-3.  
 
It is therefore possible that the explosions at the IRGC base in Lorestan Tuesday also 
sabotaged secret models of Iran's latest road-mobile, liquid-fuel version of the Shehab-3 
ballistic missile.  
 
What a shame!!! 
 
 

Murphy's Technology Law #5: 
Any given program, when running, is obsolete. 

 
 

Simple home remedies that work. 
 
Mal Sayers has sent us these amazingly simple home remedies that he reckons really work. 
 

1. To avoid cutting yourself when slicing vegetable, get someone else to hold the vegetable 
while you chop. 

 
2. To avoid arguments with the females about lifting the toilet seat, use the sink. 

 
3. For high blood pressure sufferers, simply cut yourself and bleed for a few minutes, thus 

reducing the pressure on your venins. (Remember to use a timer.) 
 

4. A loaded mouse trap placed on top of your alarm clock will prevent you from rolling over 
and going back to sleep after you hit the snooze button. 

 
5. If you have a bad cough, take a large dose of laxatives, you’ll be too scared to cough. 

 
6. You only need two tools in life, a can of WD40 and duct tape. If it doesn’t move and it 

should, use the WD40, if it shouldn’t move and it does, use the duct tape. 
 

7. If you can’t fix it with a hammer, you’ve got an electrical problem 
 
 
 

Some people are like slinkies, not really good for anything but they bring a smile to your face 
when you push them down the stairs. 

 
  
 

http://www.aviationweek.com/aw/generic/story.jsp?id=news/awx/2010/10/14/awx_10_14_2010_p0-262107.xml&channel=defense
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Nambour (Qld) RAAFA Museum. 
 

Jeanette Morrison  
 
The Nambour and District Museum does not wait for Remembrance Day, the 11th hour of the 
11th day of the 11th month of each year, to stop, ponder, and share a thought for those who 
served in world conflicts.   
 
On every day of the year, the museum’s 
displays in the war room are a tangible 
acknowledgement of the day that remembers 
when an Armistice was signed in 1918 to end 
hostilities of the Great War of 1914-1918.  
 
As part of the district’s Remembrance Day 
observations this year, the museum staff 
extended an invitation for members of the 
public to visit the military rooms to see the 
impressive collection of memorabilia from 
world conflicts, both personal and material.  
 
For the first time this Remembrance Day, 
another Nambour son, had his war service 
displayed in one of the military rooms, 
perfectly at ease among the other 
memorabilia of those who took part in 
conflicts a long way from home.    
 
Royal Australian Air Force Association Nambour president George Flick said he was pleased to 
be able to give to the museum, with the family’s sanction, a framed collection of memorabilia of 
the late (Jack) Leonard McIntyre’s service history, not the least of which is a cap he wore as a 
crew member of his beloved Catalina PBY-6A 43 Squadron RAAF Black Cat.  

 
“Well done, old friend.  Rest in peace,” George said 
as he put Jack’s memorabilia in its place. 
 
Jack was the RAAFA Nambour’s patron and he had 
summed up his own impressive World War II flying 
career in a members’ update in 2008 with a simple 
introduction, “I was born to fly.”  
 
Jack was interested in aviation from the age of six 
and was on a path to becoming a commercial pilot 
which began when he learned to fly in 1936. But war 
interrupted and he joined the RAAF on the 7th 
August 1940. Jack did his rookies at Ultimo NSW, 

after attending the engineering school at Showgrounds Ascot Vale Melbourne, where he did a 
fitter 2A course.  

RAAFA Nambour president George Flick 
with the framed memorabilia of the late Jack 
McIntyre, former patron of the association 
now on display for the first time this 
Remembrance Day.   
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He was then posted to 23 Squadron Archerfield, Queensland. Other postings included Lowood, 
Narrandera, Rathmines, Swan Hill, West Lake, Townsville, Karumba, Darwin, Batchelor, 
Oakey, Brisbane and Lake Bogar. 
 
Rathmines was where Jack and his beloved Catalina Flying Boats first became acquainted. 
Jack had completed an Air Gunners’ course at West Sale and was posted to Catalina crew 43 
Squadron Karumba – Norman River, Gulf Territory, a Darwin Pacific War Zone. As part of the 
crew, he was involved in mine laying, air sea rescue reconnaissance flights of some 20 hours 
duration and submarine patrols.  
 
He received a shrapnel wound , was 
hospitalised, crashed, grounded, then 
posted to 23 Squadron Oakey, a 
posting to Terminal Island, USA on 
delivery flights from USA to Australia to 
test and ferry, then Singapore and 
Changi POW camp flying POWs home, 
till he became a civilian again on 28 
November 1945.  
 
After the war, while living in Sydney, he 
took up flying privately and when he 
moved to the Maroochy shire bought 
into a Tiger Moth syndicate. He helped 
to start the local aero club in 1959. Jack 
became a glider tug pilot with 935 
launchings without mishaps. When he 
gave it away in 1977, he had an 
accumulation of more than 2000 hours. For his services to flying, he was awarded life 
membership of the Maroochy Aero Club.  
 
“I have had a good life. Would do it all again without hesitation,” Jack poignantly recalled in 
2008.  
 
The framed memorabilia contains text about Jack McIntyre’s service history, his air-gunner’s 
wings WWII 1940, now 70 years old, four service medals: War Service medal 1939-1945; 
Australian Service Medal 1939-1945; Pacific Star 1942-1945; 1939-1945 Star, and the Catalina 
PBY-6A 43 Squadron RAAF Black Cat cap.  
 
George Flick was a RAAF Nasho back in 1952 and was posted to No 1 Flight, 3 Squadron. He 
was trained in airfield defence and also completed a Fitter 2A course. He served for a period of 
six months (continuous) and then was a member of the general reserves for 5 1/2 years.  
 
 
 
 
 

Jack McIntyre’s framed memorabilia in the 
Nambour and District Museum‘s war room. 
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Brisbane River Fest. 
 
In September, as part of the annual River Festival, the people of Brisbane were treated to their 
last look at the F-111’s dump and burn.  
 
The RAAF has said the final fly-past of the F-111s will take place on 3rd December, 2010, after 
a decommissioning parade which will be held at Amberley on the 2nd December.  

 
 
For many people, the F-111s were the highlight of the night of fireworks and fun. Others, the 
sad sacks, moaned that the jets are a global warming hazard, during a dump and burn they 
chew up 165 litres of fuel per second and send dogs crazy around Brisbane’s backyards.  
 
Australia's F-111s are being replaced by the Super Hornets and the dump and burn will, 
unfortunately, become a thing of the past. The F-111 is the only plane capable of it because of 
the positioning of the fuel dump between the plane’s engines. 
 
You can see some video of the dump and burn over Brisbane HERE. 
 
 
 

http://www.brisbanefestival.com.au/
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Ford Falcon. 
 

Motor Trend 
 
"He wore granny glasses, and he put out a granny 
car." That's how one auto writer, quoted in Robert 
Lacey's excellent 1986 book, Ford, summed up 
Robert S. McNamara's tenure at Ford Motor 
Company, during which he launched the plain-jane 
Ford Falcon compact to compete with Chevy's 
Corvair (right) and Chrysler's Valiant (below). As is 
so often the case with McNamara, who died on 
Monday, the 6th July 2009 in Washington, aged 93, it was a neat soundbite, but nowhere near 
the whole story. 
 
McNamara was of course best known as a 
controversial Secretary of Defence in the Kennedy 
and Johnson administrations, where he oversaw the 
escalation of America's involvement in the Vietnam 
War. But before Vietnam, there was the Ford Motor 
Company. 
 
McNamara was one of a group of young officers from the U.S. Army Air Force's Office of 
Statistical Control hired by 28 year old Henry Ford II in 1946 to help rescue the ailing 
automaker. The "Whiz Kids" helped install fiscal and process discipline at Ford, the 
management of which had become ever more ad hoc as aging founder Henry Ford's dementia 
grew more apparent. By 1948 McNamara had assumed the role of leader of the Whiz Kids, and 
was clearly on a trajectory to the top. By 1955, he was general manager of Ford Division. 
 
McNamara was never the archetypal Detroit auto executive. While most of the Motown elite 
chose to live in leafy, mansion-filled suburbs like Grosse 
Pointe, McNamara preferred the more relaxed campus-town 
atmosphere of Ann Arbor, home of the University of 
Michigan. And he had difficulty in regarding the automobile 
as anything more than mere transport. He was most certainly 
not a car guy. 
 
McNamara showed his iconoclastic product streak early by 
authorizing a four-seat Thunderbird, much to the horror of 
purists who saw the original two-seat T-bird as a potential 
rival to Chevrolet's Corvette. He was implacably opposed to 
the Edsel program, arguing from the outset that if Ford 
needed to move into the mid-price market, it would be better to simply upgrade the top-of-the-
line Ford than waste money creating a new car, a new division, and a new dealer network. 
 
McNamara was right in both cases. First year sales of the four seat Thunderbird exceeded total 
sales of the two-seater since launch. And Edsel, part of an ambitious plan to tackle GM's Buick, 
Oldsmobile and Pontiac divisions that involved building three basic bodies -- small, medium 
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and large -- across five divisions -- Ford, Edsel, Mercury, Lincoln, and Continental -- foundered 
in the teeth of the Eisenhower recession. With a little help from 
politically adroit McNamara. 
 
Sources inside Ford insist McNamara effectively killed the Edsel 
(left) before the first car had even been sold, deliberately letting 
slip at its launch the car would be discontinued. The day after the 
first Edsel went on sale in 1957, McNamara was made a group 
vice-president responsible for all FoMoCo cars and trucks, and 

he began hacking away the division's budget almost immediately. Within months he had 
reduced Edsel's future product plans to little more than a different grille for 1960 Fords. 
 
Conceived in the late 50s, the Falcon was McNamara's sort of automobile: Inexpensive family 
transportation. But the Falcon would prove to be one of the single most important Ford cars 
ever made, for without the Falcon's cheap, light, simple platform there may never have been a 
Mustang. 
 

 
 
Former Ford boss Lee Iaccoca claims market research had identified an emerging youth 
market for which the Mustang was created. But that's not how product planner Don Frey saw it. 
"Most of the market research stuff was done after the fact," Frey told our sister publication, 
Mustang Monthly, way back in May 1983. "They made it all up afterwards - somebody did - in 
order to sanctify the whole thing. The market research that you read [of] is a bunch of bull..." 
 

The trouble with bucket seats is that not everybody has the same size bucket. 
 
In fact, Ford design chief Gene Bordinat and his head of advanced design Don DeLaRossa had 
come up with the idea of putting Ford's new 289 cubic inch V-8 into the engine bay of a Falcon, 

http://blogs.motortrend.com/6529402/editorial/robert-mcnamara-before-vietnam-there-was-ford/photo_02.html
http://blogs.motortrend.com/6529402/editorial/robert-mcnamara-before-vietnam-there-was-ford/photo_02.html
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and designing sporty new sheet metal around it, to create a rival to the hot new Chevy Monza 
(left) in 1961. Market research was used to sell the idea of the 
Mustang to Henry Ford II the following year. That the car could 
be built using a lot of existing hardware created for the Falcon 
helped the business case enormously. 
 
There is a direct line from McNamara's Falcon to today's 
Mustang and there's barely six degrees of separation between 
that Falcon and the new Camaro. 

 
How so? Well, Ford Australia starting building the original 1960 Falcon as a rival to GM's hot-
selling FB Holden. In a nice piece of reverse engineering, Ford Australia's engineers popped 
the Mustang's 289 V-8 and four speed manual transmission into the 1966 Falcon sedan to 
create the first Falcon GT. The Falcon GT's prowess inspired GM to counter with the Holden 
Monaro GTS 327 coupe (right) in 1968, igniting a 
performance car war that would ebb and flow between the 
two Aussie subsidiaries for the next 40 years. One outcome 
of that rivalry was the 1998 Holden Monaro coupe, which 
begat the Pontiac GTO, which led to the idea of a new 
Camaro being done off Holden's Zeta platform. 
 
Robert S. McNamara was made president of Ford Motor Company on November 9, 1960, the 
day John F. Kennedy beat Richard Nixon to the White House. Barely eight weeks later, on 
January 3, 1961, he resigned to become Kennedy's Secretary of Defence, reportedly forfeiting 
over $1 million in stock option profits in the process. 
 
The last Ford Falcon was made in the US in 1970 
(right), but it's still Ford Australia's core vehicle. 
McNamara wouldn't have recognized it, and he 
certainly wouldn't have approved of cars like the 
422 hp Falcon GT-P. But 50 years on, Falcon is still 
very much a part of the Ford family, the company's 
second-oldest nameplate after the F-Series.  
 
Not bad for a granny car.  
 
 
 
 

Times change. 
 

Ken Hunt. 
 

A few years ago, as you can tell, I was lucky enough to enjoy a holiday on South Molle Island.  
On the return trip from Proserpine to Brisbane I asked the flight attendant of the possibility of 
going up to the flight deck of the four jet BAe146.  This was of course before 9 – 11.  I got the 
usual story of “it’s up to the captain” so I laid on my claim to service in the RAAF (154 days 
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Nashos).  Sure enough, just after lunch had been cleared away, she was back and took me up 
front.  
        

On the way up she said “I don’t know 
about your RAAF experience the two 
pilots were both ex RAN”.  Once I got 
into the jump seat, the co-pilot did most 
of the talking, he seemed to have more 
time (or less responsibility) and we got 
around to my days at Radschool, 
Ballarat.  He replied something like 
“but, I was born and grew up in 
Ballarat, the RAAF weren’t there”.  

After comparing dates it turned out that I was there in 1955, shortly after which, the base was 
and some years later he was born.  How times change. 
 
I stayed in the jump seat with headphones on until we pulled into the terminal in Brisbane and 
my wife tapped on the cockpit window and the skipper said “it’s time to go”.   
 
I’d love to be able to do that again. 
 
 

 
Remembrance Day. 
 

Wng Cdr Ian Gibson 
 
 
At 11am on the 11th November 1918, 92 years ago, the Armistice took effect, the guns ceased 
firing, the killing stopped and the great destruction of the First World War ceased, four years of 
hostilities ended. 

 
Armistice Day on the 11th of November, as it was known, marks 
the conclusion of World War I, then called 'the war to end all 
wars'. It was the day the guns were silenced. Its commemoration 
was strong in Australia's early history; it fell away in the latter part 
of the last century, but has gained renewed prominence. After 
World War II the Australian Government agreed to the United 
Kingdom's proposal that Armistice Day be renamed 

Remembrance Day to commemorate those who were killed in both World Wars. Today the loss 
of Australian lives from all wars and conflicts, past and present, is commemorated on 
Remembrance Day. 
 
Why a red poppy? 
 
Colonel John McCrae, who was Professor of Medicine at McGill University in Canada before 
WW1, first described the red poppy, the Flanders' poppy, as the flower of remembrance. 
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Although he had been a doctor for years and had served in the Boer War as a gunner, he went 
to France in WW1 as a medical officer with the first Canadian contingent. It was impossible to 
get used to the suffering, the screams, and the blood here, and MAJ John McCrae had seen 
and heard enough in his dressing station to last him a lifetime.  
 
As a surgeon attached to the 1st Field Artillery Brigade, MAJ McCrae, had spent seventeen 
days treating injured men -- Canadians, British, Indians, French, and Germans -- in the Ypres 
salient.  One death particularly affected MAJ McCrae. A young friend and former student, LT 
Alexis Helmer of Ottawa, had been killed by a shell burst on 2 May. LT Helmer was buried later 
that day in the little cemetery outside McCrae's dressing station, and McCrae had performed 
the funeral ceremony in the absence of the chaplain.  The next day he vented his anguish by 
composing a poem. He wrote in pencil on a page from his despatch book a poem that has 
come to be known as "Flanders' Field" which described the poppies that marked the graves of 

soldiers killed fighting for their 
country.  
 
In the nearby cemetery, McCrae 
could see the wild poppies that 
sprang up in the ditches in that part 
of Europe, and he spent twenty 
minutes of precious rest time 
scribbling fifteen lines of verse in a 
notebook.  In fact, it was very nearly 
not published. Dissatisfied with it, 
McCrae tossed the poem away, but a 
fellow officer -- either LTCOL Edward 
Morrison, the former Ottawa 
newspaper editor who commanded 
the 1st Brigade of artillery, or LTCOL 

J.M. Elder, depending on which source is consulted -- retrieved it and sent it to newspapers in 
England. "The Spectator," in London, rejected it, but "Punch" published it on 8 December 1915.   
 
McCrae's "In Flanders' Fields" remains to this day one of the most memorable war poems ever 
written. It is a lasting legacy of the terrible battle in the Ypres salient in the spring of 1915.   
 

In Flanders' Fields 
 

In Flanders' Fields the poppies blow 
Between the crosses, row on row, 

That mark our place; and in the sky 
The larks, still bravely singing, fly 

Scarce heard amid the guns below. 
We are the dead. Short days ago 

We lived, felt dawn, saw sunset glow, 
Loved, and were loved, and now we lie 

In Flanders' Fields. 
 

Take up our quarrel with the foe: 
To you from failing hands we throw 
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The torch; be yours to hold it high. 
If ye break faith with us who die 

We shall not sleep, though poppies grow 
In Flanders' Fields. 

 
 
In adopting the Poppy of Flanders' Fields as the Memorial Flower to be worn by all Returned 
Soldiers on the above mentioned day, we recognise that no emblem so well typifies the Fields 
whereon was fought the greatest war in the history of the world nor sanctifies so truly the last 
resting place of our brave dead who remain in France.  The Returned Sailors and Soldiers of 
Australia join their comrades of the British Empire and Allied Countries in asking people of 
Australia to wear the poppy; firstly in memory of our sacred dead who rest in Flanders' Fields; 
secondly to keep alive the memories of the sacred cause for which they laid down their lives; 
and thirdly as a bond of esteem and affection between the soldiers of all Allied nations and in 
respect for France, our common battle ground. 
 
The little silk poppies which are to be worn on Armistice Day are an exact replica in size and 
colour of the Poppies that bloom in Flanders' Fields. These poppies have been made by the 

war orphans in the devastated 
regions of France and have been 
shipped to Australia this year for 
Armistice Day.  The League bought 
one million poppies from France to 
sell on 11 November 1921 at one 
shilling each. Five pence per poppy 
was to go back to France towards a 
fund for the children of the 
devastated areas of France, with 
sixpence per poppy being retained 
by each State branch and one penny 
going to the national office.  
 
The League kept up this practice for 
several years, and of course kept the 

tradition of selling poppies to mark 11 November and raise money for welfare work, even when 
the poppies were no longer obtained from France.  
 
Poppies now sold in Australia are often made locally by League members themselves. 
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Memories and Characters of Radschool Ballarat 
Keith Dudman 

 
Looking through the past issues of the “Radschool Magazine, I happened to see a photograph 
in Vol. 21, page 8 titled “6 Tels Ops Course”. Cpl. Ron Ridley was in that photo. I knew Ron 
Ridley as he was my “boss” at Ballarat and we both worked together in “Signals” as it was 
called in those days.  

 
 
Back row L-R:    Bill Lea, Graham Beckman, Bob Reece, George Kleinig:  
Front row L-R:    Graham Price, Ron Ridley.  
 
In the last 18 months of my posting there, we two used to alternate a week on and a week off 
between the Comms Centre and the PBX room (Base Telephone Exchange) which was 
attached to the guard room just inside one of the entrances to the base. 
 
Ron and I had a good working relationship and we got along quite well. We had a Signals 
Officer for a boss who was much younger than the both of us (I was 23 at that time). Ron had 

http://austradesecure.com/radschool/Vol21/page8.htm
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one passion and that was cricket and at every opportunity he played cricket, whether it was 
cricket on the base or district cricket in Ballarat somewhere. 
 
Radschool used to set aside Wednesday afternoons for sport and this suited Ron fine except, 
being the only two in Comms, one of us had to be on duty at the PBX. The Comms. Centre 
Teleprinters could run by themselves unless there was a urgent signal to be sent. I was not 
very sports minded, so Ron and I struck a deal. If I let him have my Wednesday afternoon for 
sport I was could take off for Melbourne every second Friday afternoon for a good weekend in 
my “FJ Holden”. The other benefit of this 
arrangement was, if I was stuck in Melbourne 
or anywhere else on the following Monday 
morning Ron would cover for me until I got 
back to base. This happened on a few 
occasions and we got away with it. Yes he 
was a great friend and work colleague. 
 
The other two characters I wish to write about 
are Wing Commander Bill (Squizzy) Taylor the 
CO. when I was there and a brilliant Radar 
Instructor named Cpl. Johnny Jarman. 
 
Wing Commander Taylor was really a colourful person. He was only about 5’ 8” or 5’ 9” tall and 
a little rotund. He was an ex WWII WOP (Wireless Operator) or WAG (Wireless Air Gunner) 
and had the ribbons to prove it. Parts of the parade ground at Ballarat consisted of small river 
pebbles (if my memory serves me correctly) and it was funny to watch him on the Tuesday 
morning parades. After addressing the parade, he would do an about turn to salute the flag and 
because of his stature and the loose pebbles on the parade ground he would almost fall over. 
This happened on many occasions and caused much suppressed laughter in the ranks. 
 

A rat can last longer without water than a camel. 
 
Twice he gave me 7 days CB for not making my bed properly for the Tuesday morning 
inspection and my pre-discharge interview with him was a riot. This was December 1959. The 
Orderly Room WO called and asked me to present myself to the CO. So off I was marched to 
the CO’s office. When I entered his office, the Signals Officer, the SAO, the STO and the 
aforementioned W/O were all present and so the interrogation began. 
 
CO: “I hear you do not wish to re-enlist. 
Me: “That’s right Sir” 
CO: “Why” 
Me: “I feel I need a change sir” 
CO: with a roar “YOU NEED A CHANGE?, YOU NEED A CHANGE?” 
CO: in a much quieter voice, “Hasn’t the RAAF been good to you, It is also a cruel world 

in civvy street” 
Me: “It has sir, but I must try and establish my future in the so called civvy street” 
CO: “Have you applied for any positions outside RAAF yet?” 
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Me: “No sir but, I am going to work for NCR” 
 
By this time his face was becoming redder by the moment and the officers present were looking 
out of the window over the parade ground with smiles on their faces. 
 
CO: “I don’t believe you, no one can anticipate employment without approaching a 

company  first”. 
ME : There again sir I could change my mind a couple of hours before discharge and stay 

in” 
CO: With another roar, “Well I am not changing my mind” and with that, he signed my 

pre-discharge papers and once again with a roar he said “Get him out of here”. 
 
He also had another nasty streak in him. He had earlier been in the U.S.A. on attachment and 
bought back this monstrous “Yank Tank”. I think it was a “DE-SOTO”, which was a left hand 
drive, two tone “Cream & Pink” with the big fins at the rear. The entrance road from the 
Sunrasyia Highway to the main gate had a gentle 
down grade and he had the habit at night of 
coasting down the slope in neutral and with no 
headlights. Pity helps the guard on duty if he 
wasn’t out there to greet and salute him as he 
came through. I know, he caught me one night. It 
was a bitterly cold night with the pot-bellied stove 
glowing red, the windows fogged up and me 
reading a book. All of a sudden he bounds 
through the door and says “Ah! Sleeping on guard 
duty, this is serious. If it was wartime I would have 
you shot”. The next morning I was standing before him on this charge and copped 14 days CB 
for it.  
 

A piece of 2 by 4 timber actually measures 1½ by 3½ 
 
I did find employment with NCR in Sydney in 1960 and worked for them for nine years in three 
countries as well as an IBM affiliate for almost ten years. When I returned to Australia in 1979, I 
was an Area Service Manager for a computer company in Melbourne. The company did a lot of 
work for the Defence Department and I was once invited to a lunch at the RAAF Officers’ Club 
in Dorcas Street Sth. Melbourne. Whilst having a drink and a chat with various people present, I 
happened to glance across the room and who do I see, none other than Wing Commander 
Taylor in civvies. I approached him, he looked at me, and I looked at him and said “Do you 
remember me?” Without hesitation he replied “Ah! The problem boy from Ballarat”. That broke 
the ice and we had a good long chat about old times. 
 
Cpl. Johnny Jarman – what can I say. He was the most odd ball character I ever came across 
in the six years I was in the RAAF and he and the CO (Taylor) never got on despite the 
difference in rank. John was a very clever instructor, especially in Radar theory and practice 
and the CO hated anyone being smarter than him. At every opportunity the CO would find fault 
with John. 
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John was a likeable character, but had a lot of strange habits. Each hut at Ballarat was divided 
into four rooms with four people to a room and John had a room to himself, because he had a 
weak bladder and used to wet the bed and that made the room smell, thus no one would share 
a room with him. He also used to wander around the base talking to himself and waving his 
arms around in the air, (I have often heard that very clever people do strange things and don’t 
realise it). He had an old green “Austin A30” 
sedan which he used to get around in and 
because of his bladder condition he fitted a 
funnel with a length of hose that terminated 
under the radiator. When John wanted to 
relieve himself, it appeared that his radiator 
was leaking. 
 
On one of the CO’s snooping expeditions he 
entered John’s room and found his ‘303’ rifle 
not locked in its bedside rack, so he nicked it. 
The next morning (Tuesday Parade) John 
came on parade with a yard broom at the slope and guess what? The CO purposely  picked on 
his flight for inspection. With everyone holding their rifles at the port position, he went down the 
rows. When he came to John, he grabbed the end of the broomstick, put his eye to it and said, 
“When was the last time you cleaned this rifle son?”. John, “It’s not a rifle sir”. The CO in mock 
amazement said “What is it then?”, John, “It’s a bloody broom sir, some bastard stole my rifle 
last night”. CO, “Then I want to see you after parade”. I never found out what happened about 
it. 
 

A steel 44 gal (205Litre) drum measures 24 inches (61 cms) in diameter  
and is 34.5 inches (87.5 cms) high. 

 
The last I heard of John Jarman was he ended up working for a TV station in Willoughby in Nth 
Sydney. (If anyone knows where he is today, please let us know – tb) 
 
Do any of the former students or staff remember when the picture theatre burnt down?. It was 
located to the west and beside the gymnasium.  I think it was sometime in 1958. We were all 
standing outside waiting to get in when we saw smoke coming from one end of the building. 
The Ballarat Fire Brigade was on the scene in about half an hour, but by that time the building 
was completely gutted. According to the projectionist and the Fire Brigade assessment, it 
started with the stage curtains being too close to the flood lights at the edge of the stage. It left 
a lot of disappointed people as they had to go into Ballarat to see a movie from then on. The 
building was never replaced as RAAF Ballarat was to be abandoned in a few years’ time. 
 
Two other chaps that I can remember were Fred Dykstra who was a good friend of mine, 
originally from Perth and was posted to Amberley after his course. The other was a Grant 
Thompson, from Brisbane and off the same course as Fred who was also posted to Amberley. 
Does anyone know of their where-abouts now? 
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So ends my memories of RAAF Ballarat. I am sure all those who were there during those years 
will remember these happenings and perhaps many more for which I can’t recall and I can only 
assume that some would wish they could relive it, I know I would. 
 

The number of possible ways of playing the first four moves per side 
 in a game of chess is 318,979,564,000. 

 

Vietnam – all over again. 
 
An article in the Law Society Journal (attached) supports the longstanding complaint about the 
‘offsetting’ of compensation payments to wounded ADF personnel returning from Afghanistan 
(and other theatres). 
 
The article says in part: 
 

“……..if a veteran sustains a shrapnel wound to their leg that results in a 
permanent impairment assessed at 10 impairment points and the veteran had 
suffered an impairment from, say a previous arm injury covered under the VEA 
and/or the SRCA, they may receive no (or only a small) periodic payment or 
lump sum benefit under MRA. 
 
“…under the current offsetting regime they may even be assessed as having a 
negative quantum entitlement…” 
 

This ridiculous situation must, of course, be quickly remedied. 
 
It seems the Canberra bean counters are at again, only this time they are after the younger 
generation of Diggers returning from The Middle East. It all sounds so familiar, the pollies love 
doing photo shoots with the Diggers but don’t want to know them if/when they get injured 
 
 

Celery has negative calories. It takes more calories to eat a piece of celery 
than the celery has in it to begin with 

 

 
Funny Names. 
 
When it comes to naming boats, some people confirm they have a great degree of funny. 
 
See HERE 
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What happened to, and who was Kilroy?? 
 
Most of us will remember Kilroy, he was probably the first graffitied figure, he appeared 
everywhere, on walls, bridges, fences, anywhere where there 
was a flat surface, telling one and all, that he was here - but, who 
was he?? 
 
Well, now we know, and it’s an interesting story. 
 
In 1946 the American Transit Association, through its radio 
program, "Speak to America," sponsored a nationwide contest to 
find the REAL Kilroy, offering a prize to the person who could 
prove himself to be the genuine article.  
 
Almost 40 men stepped forward to make that claim, but only James Kilroy from Halifax, 
Massachusetts, had evidence of his identity. James Kilroy was a 46-year old shipyard worker 
during the war who worked as a checker at the Fore River Shipyard in Quincy.  His job was to 
go around and check on the number of rivets completed.  Riveters were on piecework and got 
paid by the rivet. Kilroy would count a block of rivets and put a check mark in semi-waxed 
lumber chalk, so the rivets wouldn't be counted twice.  When Kilroy went off duty, the riveters 
would, of course, erase the mark. 
 
Later on, an off-shift inspector would come through and count the rivets a second 
time, resulting in double pay for the riveters. One day Kilroy's boss called him into his office.  

The foreman was upset about all the wages being 
paid to riveters, and asked him to investigate.  It 
was then he realized what had been going on. 
The tight spaces he had to crawl in to check the 
rivets didn't lend themselves to lugging around a 
paint can and brush, so Kilroy decided to 
stick with the waxy chalk.  He continued to put his 
checkmark on each job he inspected, but added 
KILROY WAS HERE in king-sized letters next to 
the check, and eventually added the sketch of the 
chap with the long nose peering over the 
fence and that became part of the Kilroy 
message.   

 
Once he did that, the riveters stopped trying to wipe away his marks. Ordinarily the rivets and 
chalk marks would have been covered up with paint.  With war on, however, ships were leaving 
the Quincy Yard so fast that there wasn't time to paint them.   
 
As a result, Kilroy's inspection "trademark" was seen by thousands of servicemen who boarded 
the troopships the yard produced.   His message apparently rang a bell with the 
servicemen, because they picked it up and spread it all over Europe and the South Pacific.  
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Before war's end, "Kilroy" had been here, there, and everywhere on the long hauls to Berlin and 
Tokyo. To the troops outbound in those ships, however, he was a complete mystery; all they 

knew for sure was that some jerk 
named Kilroy had "been there first."   
 
As a joke, U.S. Service-men began 
placing the graffiti wherever they 
landed, claiming it was already 
there when they arrived. Kilroy 
became the U.S. Super-GI who had 
always "already been" wherever GIs 
went.  It became a challenge to place 
the logo in the most unlikely places 
imaginable (it is said to be atop Mt. 
Everest, the Statue of Liberty, the 
underside of the Arc De 
Triomphe and even scrawled in the 

dust on the moon.  
 
As the war went on, the legend grew.  Underwater demolition teams routinely sneaked 
ashore on Japanese-held islands in the Pacific to map the terrain for coming invasions by U.S. 
Troops (and thus, presumably, were the first GI's there). On one occasion, however, they 
reported seeing enemy troops painting over the Kilroy logo!    
 
In 1945, an outhouse was built for the exclusive use of Roosevelt, Stalin, and Churchill at 
the Potsdam conference.  Its first occupant was Stalin, who emerged and asked his aide (in 
Russian), "Who is Kilroy?"   
 
To help prove his authenticity in 1946, James Kilroy brought along officials from the 
shipyard and some of the riveters.  He won the prize which he gave to his nine children as a 
Christmas gift 
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A New Zealand schoolteacher explains to her class that she is an All Blacks fan. She asks her 
students to raise their hands if they, too, are All Blacks fans. Everyone in the class raises their 
hand expect one little girl. The teacher looks at the girl with surprise and says, "Janie, why 
didn't you raise your hand?"  "Because I'm not an All Blacks fan," she replied. The teacher, still 
shocked, asked, "Well, if you are not an All Blacks fan, then who are you a fan of?" "I am a 
Wallabies fan, and proud of it," Janie replied. The teacher could not believe her ears. "Janie, 
why are you a Wallabies fan?" "Because my mum is a Wallabies fan, and my dad is a 
Wallabies fan, so I'm a Wallabies fan too!" "Well," said the teacher in an obviously annoyed 
tone, "That is no reason for you to be a Wallabies fan. You don't have to be just like your 
parents all of the time. What if your mum were a moron and your dad were a moron, what 
would you be then?" *"Then," Janie smiled, "I'd be an All Blacks fan."* 
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 Sick Parade. 
 
 If you know someone who is a bit crook,  

 let us know so we can give them a shout out.. 
 

 
 
Peter Holmes, who lives down in beautiful Burnie, on the north coast of Tassie and who can 
only be described an old codger, hasn’t been a bit crook lately. He was recently confined to bed 
for a week with Bronchial Pneumonia. 
 
 A little bird told us that wife Avis will be happy when he’s up and about again as she reckons 
he’s a rotten patient and she’s tossing the little bell into Bass Strait as soon as she can. 
 
Get well soon mate!! 
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        Where are they now?     
 
 

 
Ray “RG” Thompson is looking for Jimmy Grant. Ray says he was 5 foot nothing in height and 
a Clerk Admin in the Orderly Room of the Radio Apprentices at Frognall and went with them 
when they moved to Laverton. I last saw him in 1962 when I was attached to 1AD for a day. He 
was in the Apprentice OR with Les Chanter the F/Sgt DI who I had known quite well in 
Butterworth back in 58-60. 
 
 
 
Ernie Gimm is looking for Vic Morrow – can anyone help?? 
 
 
 
Michelle Wyatt is looking for anyone who can help her find information on her father, Bill 
Wyatt, who was in the RAAF in Vietnam. Bill served with No 2 Squadron as a FSGT MTFITT 
from 14 February 1968 to 5 February 1969. Michelle says her father died when her mother was 
8 months pregnant with her so she has no first-hand knowledge of her father. He was 53 yrs 
old in 1978 the year of her birth. She is trying everything she can think of to research him, not 
only for herself but also her older brother William. It would be nice if one day they may be able 
to locate a photo of their father, who is a mystery to them. She has also been told she could 
two half sisters out there some where. Any direction and help would be greatly appreciated.  
 
If anyone can help, please get in touch with: 
 
Ken O'Brien  
CEO: Families After Trauma Foundation  
k3.obrien@qut.edu.au  
http://www.familiesaftertrauma.org  
 
 
 
Geoff Reddish wants to know if anyone remembers the two Gilfillan yank techs who 
refurbished the CPN-4's about 1963. One was a redneck Texan and the other a Jewish gent by 
the name of Jesus Calvin Christ. They worked well together but did not get along socially. 
They introduced us to some new miniaturized circuit boards designed to be thrown away when 
U/S but as usual, Ronny RAAF expected us to troubleshoot and repair them. I recall big Buster 
McClean being very scathing about the lack of spares. 
 
 
 
We received the following request:  
 

mailto:k3.obrien@qut.edu.au?subject=Information%20on%20Bill%20Wyatt
http://www.familiesaftertrauma.org/
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Hello, my name is Troy Jacobsen, I live in Townsville, North Queensland. I am writing on behalf 
of my son, Nik, who in September went to Vietnam on a study tour. On this study tour the kids 
had to research a fallen soldier and tell their story to the rest of the group.  
 
Nik has been given Cpl David John Dubber, (right) 
who was with 9 Sqn and was killed in a flying accident 
during enemy engagement in the Phuoc Tuy Province, 
South Vietnam on the 7th June, 1971. 
 
The Squadron was providing Gunship, ammunition 
resupply and casevac support for Bravo Company, 
3RAR and 1 Armoured Regiment Centurion tanks 
which were engaged in an enemy bunker system. 
During an ammunition resupply, the aircraft on which 
he was crewing, Albatross 06, crashed into trees killing 
the Captain Flight Lieutenant Everitt Murray (Lofty) 
LANCE, and Gunner David John Dubber with the Co-
pilot and Crewman injured. Casevac was attempted but had to be aborted due to intense 
enemy fire. Under continuous fire from Bushrangers and US Army Gunships, Bravo Company 
was resupplied with ammunition and the aircrew casualties were evacuated. The Bushrangers 
were continuously involved engaging the enemy throughout the day and other Squadron 
aircraft evacuated 25 wounded and injured, all but 3 being battle casualties 
 
We have found a little bit of information of his time in Vietnam, unfortunately there doesn't seem 
to be a lot out there. We were hoping that you may have some more information on him. His 
childhood, what was he like, likes and dislikes, etc.. any information you could provide would be 
very grateful. Nik was also wondering if he has any living relatives? Would they like him to say 
something in particular about David. The study tour is a school based tour organised by Mr 
Glenn Edwards of Pimlico State High School, he has organised a few other study tours in 
previous years. Last year the tour was to Greece and Turkey, I believe next year is to North 
Africa, this is the first trip Nik has gone on. Glenn is the Head of Department - Social Science, 
Pimlico High School: Ph 07 4759 3444. The group left on Friday the 17th September and 
returned on Saturday 2nd October. Some of the activities the group had organised for them 
included: Touring the Demilitarized zone Service at Long Tan Helping out at the Christina 
Noble Childrens’ Foundation Shelter and visiting the Cu Chi Tunnels. 
 
 
 
Paul Padley want to know if anyone recognises the person in the photo at 
right. If you do, please reply to Paul by email HERE 
 
 
 
Scott Alford says “Its funny how you come across information and people 
from the past. I came across a mutual friend from the same period of duty 
and we were throwing old names around from that time. I was wondering if you could enquire 
the whereabouts of (ex) CPL Cathy Taylor and Richard Dembowski. I think they were both 
Clerk Admins. They did stints at various recruiting and Ords Rooms - particularly at Radschool 
Laverton around 1980 and in the Brisbane Recruiting Office around 1984 (approx). 

mailto:paul.padley@internode.on.net?subject=ID%20of%20person%20in%20photo
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If you can help Scott, please email him HERE. 
 
 
 

When I was a kid I used to pray every night for a new bike. 
Then I realised that the Lord doesn't work that way, 

so I stole one and asked him to forgive me. 
 
 
  

mailto:comalco2000@hotmail.com?subject=Info%20on%20Cathy%20Taylor%20and%20Richard%20Demowski
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Your say! 

 
 
 

 
Scott Alford writes, “Howdy, I am still in the wireless industry and it never ceases to amaze me 
how few Radtechs (and others) have surfaced through the magazine. I guess most changed 
trades when they left the RAAF? I have hired a few ex-Navy and Army guys, but where HAVE 
the hundreds of RAAF Radtechs gone”?  
 
 
 
 
Geoff Reddish, who now lives in Launceston, the real capital of Tasmania, got in touch, he 
says:  Hi, I was just browsing Vol12 page 4 and it brought back a few memories of the Red 
Sales crash when I was a tech on the GCA at Sale. 
 
Memory 1 
Post 1960 
I was just married at the time and we were living in quarters in an area along with at least 2 of 
the aircrew involved. On the day I was airborne in a DC3 travelling back from Laverton after an 
inter-service trials rugby game and we were made aware of the crash by the co-pilot. Arriving 
home I was met by my distraught wife Eve who had heard of an aircraft crash on the local radio 
and immediately thought it could be my flight. On going outside to seek other wives, she then 
heard that it was in fact the aerobatic team and the wives in the area had heard about it first on 
the local radio!! 
 
If memory serves me, the station later apologised. 
 
Memory 2 
1961? 
One balmy evening we heard multi aircraft 
overflying the town so I jumped in my trusty 
VW and raced out to the Base. On arriving 
at the GCA, I watched multi 4 engined 
giants land and taxi past (about 6ft wingtip 
clearance from the GCA).They were B50 
Superfortresses (looked like B29's but much 
larger fin) with air sampling pods on the 
wings plus a number of Military Airlift 
Command Douglas Globemaster freighters 
(C124). Jack Haynes in the tower told me 
they got 30 min notice of their arrival and did 
not know from whence they came.  

http://www.eastcoastcool.com/radschool/news12page4.html
http://www.boeing.com/history/boeing/b50.html
http://www.boeing.com/history/boeing/b50.html
http://www.globalaircraft.org/planes/c-124_globemaster_ii.pl


RAAF Radschool Association Magazine – Vol 33 
Page 19 

 

B 

 
They flew every day air sampling (read; spying on Russian Antarctic installations) for a few 
weeks and one day all started up and went off to an unknown destination, although rumours 
said it was initially Perth. 
 
Memory 3 
1960-1 
Crow Flight 1 yanks arrived at Sale and 2 techs came in with a large suitcase, set it up, plugged 
it in and commenced talking to the USA on SSB. WE watched in wonder as the best the RAAF 
could do at the time was sometimes raise San Francisco on FSK with a SWB8 or 10 punching 
out 10mw on HF at 1TS. When the U2's arrived we (RAAF GCA ) did the talk-down to 1/2 mile 
as usual and then a USAF Ford station wagon full of radios stopped at the threshold would talk 
the pilot down to the ground in 1 ft increments as it drove down the taxiway parallel to the U2 
on the runway. The GCA contained the only UHF transceivers on the base at the time so most 
comms with the U2 were from there. 
 
They would mostly taxi about 0700-0730 
and the aircraft in my time would 
commence take off with the pogo sticks 
attached to the wingtips and as the fuel 
laden wings lifted up the pogos would fall 
away as they rotated and climb at approx 
70-80 degrees until disappearing from 
sight. Mostly they would not return until 
about 1700. One quiet afternoon with no 
ATC controllers present in the CPN-4 I heard a Mayday call on UHF from the current U2 who 
advised he had suffered a flameout. I asked his position and intentions and he advised he was 
approx 300 mile South of Tassie and was descending on return.  
 
About 15 minutes later he advised of a relight at 37,000 ft and eventually landed back at Sale. I 
think his name was Major King and I overheard him telling Flt Lt Ian (Cappy) Norris (a WW2 
spitfire pilot turned GCA controller) that contrary to popular belief after the Garry Powers saga, 
the U2 could exceed 100K foots and was not restricted to 63K ft. 
 
Memory 4 
The same Cappy Norris had last flown full time on an RAAF DC3 fitted with a radar altimeter to 
overfly Maralinga??, Mallala?? (can’t recall which) to maintain 50 ft AGL over the whole of the 
area where the A bomb was exploded. They carried 
civilian boffins and measuring gear to map the radiation - 
if any. He recalled it being totally boring flying but had to 
be very exact. He told me of the 3 RAF Canberras that 
flew into the atomic cloud immediately after the 
explosion to get air samples. On landing the aircraft 
taxied through a birdbath wash-down; on stopping the 
crew ran through a canvas tunnel with water jet sprays 
while stripping off their clothing and then into a closed off 
medical building. He told me that one crew died within days, a second a week later and the 
third crew a few weeks later again. 
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I suspect if the story is true then it probably went into the official secrets but maybe someone 
reading this can confirm or poohoo the story. 
 
Memory 5 
Back to 1958 . Anyone remember the dreaded AOC's inspections? At 1TS we had a very rigid 
rotational inspection and maintenance program for all the HF transmitters and we worked 2 
man shifts covering 24/7. Upon hearing of the imminent AOC visit we ceased maintenance and 
began painting the rocks, surrounding the vehicle park, white! As a lowly AC mech I asked 
about the HF maintenance I was scheduled to start that night and was told to forget them until 
after the AOC visit! One of our SNCO's (not Dusty Miller) used to coax a 6 inch arc off the SWB 
10 aerial feed lines to light his cigarettes. 
 
Memory 6 
I did an officially recognised AN/CPN-4 tech course along with Barry Laidler (both of us were 5 
RadTech Conv) with Cpl Eddy Nagajak as the instructor. As Barry didn't want to get his friend 
pregnant, he decided to stand in front of the precision 3cm radar for 10 minutes of everyday! 
 
 

 
"Except For Ending Slavery, Fascism, Nazism and Communism, 

WAR has Never Solved Anything." 
 

 
 
 
Phil Witts (right) writes. Howdy, I hope you or someone can help. I am 
trying to get an RAAF cap badge for other ranks post WW2. It’s the gold 
one we wore. Like a dill I gave all my hats etc. to a local kindergarten for 
dress ups. Needless to say the badge went too.  
 

Now my kids are interested I have nothing to show 
them. If someone knows where I can get an original 
that would be great. I don’t want it for nothing and I 
quite willing to pay for it. Have been onto quite a few 
web sites but they are reproductions, Not quite the 
same.  Regards. 
 
 

 
 
Mary Windsor got in touch, she wrote:  “Hi, I enjoyed reading Vol 32 of the Radschool 
Magazine. Of particular interest to me was the piece on Frognall. I arrived at Frognall in 1965 
as an ACW (Mary Moore), teleprinter operator and remained there through my Cpl's and was 
finally posted as Sgt to Radschool as an instructor. I returned to Frognall in 1971 and finally left 
there in 1972 as a F/Sgt.  
 

http://www.austradesecure.com/radschool/Vol32/page5.htm
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The photos of the buildings were of particular interest and I'd like to comment on "the Sgt’s 
mess". I think that photo (right) was 
actually the equipment store and I think 
the bottom part of the building (closest to 
Mont Albert Road) was transport section. 
The building next to it, by the tree, was 
the pay section, I think. I may be wrong 
but it looks to be the wrong orientation 
for the Sgt’s mess. The cars you can see 
in the photo were on the "parade 
ground"- cum volleyball court. I don't 
know why there would have been cars 
there as it was not usual. Anyway that's 
my thoughts on the matter. 
Congratulations on the quality and 
quantity of the magazine. My comments 
are not a criticism - just an observation that could be distorted with time”. 
 
Thanks Mary – can anyone else comment?? – tb 
 
 
Dick McGoogan says, “The pic of Russ Osborne gave me a hangover.” 
 
 
 

"When  In Doubt, Empty The Magazine" 
 
 
 
Fred Griffiths says, “Hello to all, while trolling the net, I came across your web pages.  At the 
time I am writing my own family history, which included a stint at Rad School (#70) during about 
1972-73. It’s been a long time and the dates are not clear in my head at this late stage. 
 
I was the only Canadian in Radschool at that time, and possibly in the RAAF! I went on to serve 
9 years, ending up in Williamtown (NSW), then Bringelly and finally HQ at Glenbrook. Made 
sergeant, but the paper pushing got too much for me, so left. I owned the Clock Museum in 
Katoomba for a time, then returned to Canada in 1984. Presently spending half my time living 
in Costa Rica, where the weather is better than Canada's, I can tell you. 
 
So just in case anyone wants to know what happened to the "Canuck", he is still alive and well. 
It could be interesting to see if any of the (few) names that I do remember from that era actually 
remember me. 
 
Cheers, 
 
 
 

http://www.austradesecure.com/radschool/Vol32/Page19.htm
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Mark Fielding got in touch, he writes, “I know it's a long shot but I am seeking any information 
on the whereabouts of the Monkey in a Perspex cage holding onto a Cyclic that was presented 
to Training Flight at 5 Squadron by No 12 Conversion Course in December 1970. The trophy, 
such as it was, was a memento from No 12 Conversion course and was to be presented by 
each course thereafter to the Best and Fairest Instructor. I am not sure which instructor won it 
at the end of No 12 Course though I would be interested in knowing that as well.” 
 
If anyone can help, let us know and we’ll pass it onto Mark  
 
 

"Happiness Is A Belt-Fed Weapon" 
 
 
 
Gary Broughton got in touch, he says “In Vol 28, Page 19, Bob Richards commented on a 
painted slogan that appeared on the footpath across the road from the front of the WOD’s office 
(which was at the front of the admin hut) one morning and he remembered it as “it’s not hard to 
be an a*se”. 
 
At the time, the CO was WG/CDR Thorn, who was vertically challenged and not well liked as 
the new CO. Of course, the WOD (Eric Nothard) was not too popular either, although I always 
remembered him as fair, but that does not count for much at a training establishment. 
 
The actual slogan was “It’s not hard to be a pr*ck when you’ve got a thorn up you’re a*se”. I 
was either on pool at the time, or just in the RADMECH phase, so 
it was probably about early to mid ’73. Everybody was paraded 
and quizzed, although identifying the culprit would have been akin 
to finding a needle in a haystack. Normally, you would think that 
the only people likely to remember such detail would be the 
culprits, but it made quite an impression on me as a new, very 
junior airman and amused us all immensely. Very ballsy. Lots of 
people left Radschool disgruntled in those days through failures, 
suspensions and the like and it seems to me that somebody who 
had nothing to lose was more likely to be the perpetrator. 
 
Twenty years or so later, Eric Nothard (right) and I shared a few 
ales at Edinburgh while we were both doing resettlement training. 
He’d bought an EnZed franchise as I recall and was a really nice 
bloke. As for the Thorn, who knows? 
 
(Actually, I was being polite, because the word was not “pr*ck”. The actual word used was a four letter 
non-technical term for female anatomy, which may be why such a determined effort was made to find the 
doer. It simply was not polite.) 
 
 
 

http://austradesecure.com/radschool/Vol28/Page19.htm
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G' day, I write you from Italy to ask you some news on the vehicles used by the Australian Army 
in Vietnam. In 1966 the Australian Army bought 50 off-road Haflingers from Steyr-Puch, 
Australia. In the various searches conducted by 
our club (Haflinger club Italy 
www.haflingerclubitalia.it ), we have discovered 
that some of these Haflingers have perhaps 
gone with you to Vietnam. I attach photo of a 
Haflinger in Australian Army. Livery. 
 
I ask if this news is true and if it is possible to 
find some photos of the Haflingers in Vietnam. 
Thank you for your attention and I want to 
excuse me for my English, but I use an 
electronic translator!!. 
 
Ferraroni Massimo. 
 
 

"Artillery brings Dignity to what would otherwise be just a Vulgar Brawl" 
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    News and Reunions! 
 
 
 
 
 

Phil “Dick” Tracey, who is the Secretary of the Melbourne Ex-Apprentice Committee,  wishes to 
remind everyone that the 2011 reunion of Ex-Brats will be held on Saturday the 29th January, 
2011 at the Werribee RSL.  
 
Doors open at 1.00pm and it is expected to finish about 5.00pm. Cost is only $10 per head. 
Bring your wives, girlfriends, boy-friends, whatever, dress is neat casual – and if you’re not 
there, you’ll need a chit!! 
 
 

Paddy is arrested for punching his wife yet again. 
The judge asks "why do you keep beating her?" 

Paddy says "I think its my weight advantage, longer reach and superior footwork" 
 
 

Avalon 
 
Aviation Development Australia Limited is conducting the Australian International Airshow 2011 
at Avalon airport over the six days, 1-6 March 2011. The event will be held concurrently with 
the 2011 Australian International Aerospace and Defence Exposition. 
 

 
The Exposition and the Airshow are presented in the interest of promoting the development of 
aviation and Australian industrial, manufacturing and information/communications technology 
resources in the aviation, aerospace and defence sectors. 
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The organisers intent to make the Airshow one of the largest and most comprehensive air 
shows ever conducted in the Southern Hemisphere.  
 
2011 is also the 90th anniversary of the formation of the RAAF and it intends to make the 
Airshow the centrepiece of its 90th anniversary activities. 
 
Air Marshal Mark Binskin, the Chief of the Air Force, said the Airshow will be a great 
opportunity for the public to get a close look at Air Force’s current high-tech fighter and strike 
capabilities, including the potent F/A-18F Super 
Hornet and the Wedgetail airborne early warning and 
control aircraft, both of which came into RAAF 
operational service this year.”  
 
It will be a major opportunity to highlight the RAAF’s 
future, in particular the RAAF’s transition to the 
cutting-edge Joint Strike Fighter,” he said. “The 
Avalon Airshow and associated conferences will also 
focus on unmanned aircraft. The Air Force’s Heron 
(right) is already providing crucial support to 
operations in Afghanistan, and remotely piloted aircraft will be a key feature of our future 
capability.”  
 
“We anticipate nearly all of Air Force’s aircraft types will be represented at Avalon next year, 
along with Navy and Army aviation assets. Dozens of Australian Defence Force aircraft will 
participate. We’re also planning major displays of the ADF’s ground-based equipment and 
capabilities.”  
 
See further information HERE 
 
 

 
Why does the sun lighten our hair, but darkens our skin? 

 
 
 
 

Ballarat. 
 
 
Phillip Marsh advises that arrangements for the RAAF Ballarat reunion have been firmed up. 
 
Phil says, “The reunion will be held over 5 days, from 
Wednesday the 23rd to Sunday the 27th March 2011. 
Registration/Happy hours will be held on the Wednesday 
and the Friday at the Ballarat RSL, which is in Lyons St. 
Time will be 1830. The fee will cover beer, wine, soft drink, 
and finger food and the free bar will continue until the money 

http://www.airshow.net.au/avalon2011/airshow/program.html


RAAF Radschool Association Magazine – Vol 33 
Page 20 

 

C 

allocated runs out. There are no catering facilities at the RSL so best have a meal or snack 
before you come. Parking will be available at St Pat’s, opposite the RSL, on Wed and Fri night”. 
 
“We are planning to hold a Civic reception on the Thursday morning though this hasn’t been 
confirmed up yet and we’ll advise on this later.  
 
We have also arranged a bus tour on the Friday which will go to the museums at the RAAF 
Base and then to the Aero Club for a light lunch. The memorial service will take place at 1030, 
at the Prisoner of War memorial near the Botanical Gardens and Lake Wendouree. Seating will 
be provided. Following the ceremony we will be providing finger food and cup of tea/coffee at 
the RSL. Medals may be worn. 
 
The more formal part of the reunion will be the Dinner at the Ballarat University. Commencing 
at 1830 for a meal at 1915, we will start with finger food, wine, beer and soft drink, followed by 
a 2 course meal. Speeches will be held to a minimum. The Barbecue will be held at 1200 at the 
Ballarat University, and will be informal and catered.  
 
The costs will be $130 P/P, if attending all functions. This does not include accommodation, 
meals (other than those listed), transport, or other incidentals. As mentioned earlier, the contact 
for accommodation in Ballarat is at HTTP://www.ballarat.com , Phone 1800 44 66 33 or email 
tourism@ballarat.vic.gov.au. Most have indicated that they will organize their own 
accommodation.  
 
There is an airport shuttle bus from Melbourne airport to Ballarat. Phone 03 5333 4181 or on 
the internet http://www.airportshuttlebus.com.au . Bookings can be made online. Trains are 
also available at http://www.vline.com.au . The phone number is 03 9697 2076. Note that some 
air travel arrives at Avalon! 
 
The most important thing is to send us your full payment by 5th February. Please forward your 
cheque and completed booking form. Make Cheques payable to RAAF Ballarat reunion. 
 
You can download the Reunion Letter/Form HERE, please fill it in and return it to us. If you 
have problems, or you require addition information please contact Doreen on 02 9560 8486 or 
email to radschl.reunion@gmail.com 
 
Remember, the reunion is for all of the good folk who spent time at Ballarat and for the 
youngsters who ‘did time’ at Radschool at Laverton as well. 
 
 
 

 
Why is lemon juice made with artificial flavour 

and dishwashing liquid made with real lemons? 
 

 
 
 

http://www.ballarat.com/
mailto:tourism@ballarat.vic.gov.au
http://www.airportshuttlebus.com.au/
http://www.vline.com.au/
mailto:radschl.reunion@gmail.com
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WRAAF Reunion. 
 
Rosemary Coleman is the Secretary of the Brisbane Branch of the WRAAF 
Association which is part of the RAAF Association Queensland Division. She 
says: 
 
“The WRAAF Branch Brisbane is hosting the 2011 National WRAAF Reunion 
to be held in Brisbane from 28 to 30 January 2011 at the Mercure Hotel, 
North Quay, Brisbane. This reunion will celebrate the 60th anniversary of the 
formation of the WRAAF. 
 
The Reunion is for all ex WRAAF who served between 1951 and 1977, ex RAAF 
servicewomen, current serving RAAF servicewomen and ex WAAAF members. You can get 
further info from here http://www.wraaf.org.au or you can call Dianne on 07 3202 7625, 
Rosemary on 07 3879 4889 or Rosie on 07 3889 3728.” 
 
You can download the registration form from HERE. 

 
 
 

Why isn't there mouse-flavoured cat food? 
 
 
 

F111 Farewell. 
 
This year, on the 3 December 2010, the RAAF’s remaining F111’s will fly no more. The RAAF 
intends to mark this event with a retirement ceremony that will be held at RAAF Amberley over 
the two days, Thurs 2 December and Fri 3 
December. 
 
Attendance and entry restrictions to these events 
will apply, probably to make numbers 
manageable, and if you wish to attend you will 
need to satisfy one of the below criteria:  
 

- you must be a current or ex-serving 
Defence personnel and have had an 
involvement with the F-111, or, 

- you must be a current or previous employee of F-111 Defence contractors who 
have had an involvement with the F-111, or, 

- you must be a current Defence personnel from RAAF Base Amberley, or, 
-  you must be an invited VIP guest who receives an official written invitation. 
 

If you fit one of these criteria and you wish to go, you have to register, further details can be 
obtained HERE  

http://www.mercurebrisbane.com.au/
http://www.mercurebrisbane.com.au/
http://www.wraaf.org.au/
http://www.austradesecure.com/radschool/Vol31/Pdf/WRAAF%20Reunion.pdf
http://www.boeing.com/global/Australia/PigsTales/default.html
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